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Storms cause
widespread flooding

fugust was @ cold, wet and windy month. Rny hopes of en Improvement in this
summers westher were washed away In the storms of the Sth/6th and the 25th/26th. Kerry
and west Cork were most effected by the heavy rain on the Gth. New records for & and 12
hour rainfall totsls were set at the Observatory in Cahirciveen and considerable damage was
caused by flooding in Tralee, Bantry and many other places. The later storm on the 25th/26th
en offsheot of Hurricane Charlie - geve its heaviest rain in the south and eest and tha
midlands. (sea satellite picture inside) Agsin new rainfsll records were established and agsin
the heavy rain ceused widespread flooding, particularly in pasrts of Dublin and in Bray,
Coincidentally, Bray suffered the same sort of flooding on the seme date in 1905, and in the
Phoenix Park precisely the same smount of rain - 85.1mm - was recorded on the 25th Rugust
‘n both years.

HERVY RRIN AT TiMES

Reinfell amounts werae substentislly sbove
normal everywhere except in the axtreme north of
the country. In many parts of the south and east
more thep twice the normal August rainfall Feli. At
Rochas Polnt on the south coast neer Cork, the totsl
rainfall was 238.3mm, more then three tmes the
average for the month, By contrest. Melin Heed ot
the other and of the country recorded B3.9mm,
which i1s 52 below normal.

Much of the rein wes sssoclated with the
storms of Tuesdey Sth and Monday 25th. In western
orees the Sth was the waebtest dey of the month:
{ehirclvean meesured 85.6mm  of rain...between
midright end midnight thst day. To put thet smount
in perspective, the normel reinfeil totsl For Lthe
whole month of August at Cshlrcivesn is 98mm. Cork
firport recorded 55.4mm on the Sth end seven othar
statlons, malniy in the west end south, had over
Bmm of rein thet dey.

The 25th was the wettest in the east
and south of the country. Roches Polnt got 84.4mm
thet day. Casemant Rarodrome 72.4mm, Lork Rirport
64.8mm, Resslare 6imm eand Dublin Airport 58.9mm.
Six other ststions had more than 30mm of rain. In
the mountains south of Dublin totels of aver 190mm
ware reported. which if verified would set o new
Irish record for the greatest fall of rain in a day.

The numbar of reindsys (days with G.2mm
or more) varied from 14 In Rosslere to 22 In
Cleremorris, which is sbout esverage for the month
Rsinfall percentage of (1951-1980) normals. and o significant improvement on the previous month.
In Juby it raetned more often but amounks ware .
mostly small; In August reln was less frequent but
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Sunny Sunday 24th August - Storm approaching fugust 1986 Totals, Means and Extremes
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lended to be much hesvier when it heppened, The
detes of roteble rain were the ist, ithe 4th-bth,
the 13tk end 14th. 2ist end 22nd, snd the 25th and
26th. The relstively dry periods were belween the
Tth and 9tn, the 11th snd 12th, the ISth-20th, the
24th, and the 29th-31st,

COLOEST AUGUST

lis been the coldest RAugust since records
began sl most stations. AL almost alf the statlons
with long-term records you have to go back to 1912
to find & colder end to the summer. Mosn
temperstures for the month sra sbout 2°C below
normal averywhere. Both deytime highs and nightime
lows were welf down. Shennon Airport was the
wermest spot  oversfl: # hed the highest meen
tempersture for the month - 13.4°C. Claremorris
was the coldest stetion: its mean for the month
was enly 11.8%C,

The lowast w=ir  tempereture recorded
during August wes 2°C st Birr on Sundsy 31st. The
last day of the month was the ceidest almost
avgrywhare with ground Ffrost  reported from
stations in the midisnds and  west.The highest
temperaturs was 21°C, recorded st Belmulfet on
Tugsday 12th. The period from Sundsy 10th to
Tugsday 12th was the warmest: slmost ell stations
measured highs betweens 19°C end 21%C. However
these values arg a Few degrees down on the normal
meximum tomperstures for the month of Rugust,

SUNSHINE

fugust was an improvement on one of the
aullest Julys ever but most statlons still hed below
¢verege sunshing. Amounts renged From en avarage
of 5.1 hours & day st Belmullet Lo only 3.3 hours et
Claremorris. ( Both the sunniest and dullest stations
erq in the one county, Maye, ) Ovarell, sunshine
amounts veried from 791 of normel st Kilkesny and
Claremorris to 108 ek Shennon Airport. Genarslly
speeking. northern areas end places along tha west
cosst got the best of the sunshing. with stations in
the south-gest fering worslt. Rossliere had the
sunnfast dey of the month with 12.4 hours of sun on
Sunday 3ist. The 25th wes a complete wesh-out with
rg sunshine recordaed enywhare.

WIND AND OTHER ELEMENTS

Strong winds sccomparied the heavy rain
ouring the periods !st/2nd, Sth/bth, 14Eth/ISth and
25th/26th, Geles
stations on Lthese dates, meinly cosstal stabions,
white skorm force winds were reportsd from sas
erezs. The strongest gust was 62 hnots which wes
~ecorded st Malin Head on the 1st. (shircivesn and
Raches Point had gusts of 40 knots. Rt Cork Ricport
the previgus record For o gust in August - S0 knots
- ves excesded nob once but four times during the
month, ’

Thunder occurred in Dublin on the dth in
essocistion with somg very heavy showers. Hasif wes
reported from s faw stetions on the 27th and 26th,
There was some fog during the first three weeks of
the month, mainly et inland stetions. Ground frost
was roported on the last day of the month,

werg recorded st 8 nrumber of

DAY FORECAST

(from 1st to Tth September]

it will be dry apart from a
iittle drizzle or light rain in southern
arges  at  first. There will be good
bright or sunny spelis especiaily over
the northern half of the country. Rain
in all aress on Tuesday 2Znd, persistent
for a time and possibly heavy before
clearing  from the  northwest by
evening. Ory spart from scattered light
showers on Wednesday 3rd and part of
Thursday 4th with good bright spells
especially in the south,

Further rain will spread from
the northwest lste on Thursday or
early Friday Sth and the weekend will
remain  rether unsetiled, West to
northwest winds, occasionally fresh but
iight Ffor & time around midweek.
Temperatures will continue &  little
below normal with a slfight risk of local
night frost in places around midwesk.
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FOR LATEST FORECAST RING
Qublin eres o 1199
Leinster and Coven/Monaghan (01) 425555
Horth Munster/South Conneught @ (D61} 62677
South Munster : (021) 964600
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