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Thundery start
to Summer

Although there were some good sunny days in June, the month weas most notable
for the thunderstorms that effected most aress st one time or enother. During the Flrst
half of the month the weather was generally cool and unsettled with mostly westerly winds.
fround the middle of the month high pressure developed to the eest of the country and the
weather systems affeciing us tended to come from the continent. This caused temperatures
to rise but also brought quite an amcunt of thunderstorm activity, particulerly in the last
ten days of the month, These thunderstorms caused widespread demage and destruction,
particularty on Fridey 27th and Saturday 28th. in Dublin sbout & dozen houses were struck by
lightning and at least one was gutted by the resulting fire. Power supplies, transport and
communications were disrupted and computers, cable televislen and other electrical and
electronic equipment knocked out.
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Jutbreaks of thundery rain

A serles of thundery troughs moved
northwerds across the country, malnly during the
second half of the month. These brought some quite
hwavy outbreaks of rain to most arsss. Amounts for
the month were well sbove normel everywhare except
in Kerry end the northesst (sse map s2cross). Birr
wes the wettest statlon with [0Imm during the
month, the highest June total since 1966, Roches
Paint in Co. Cork had just over 100mm which is more
then twice its June evorsge. Belmuliet in Co. Mayo
had the wettest day of June on the last day of the
month when 35-2mm - simost an inch and a half of
155¢ rain - weas recorded. This fs Lthe greatest daily
rainfall amount racorded there during the month of
June tn mors than 30 yeers. The 10th was the
wettest day of tha menth In Dubling in  mest
southarn sreas it wes the weekend of the 20th and
215t while in the midlands end west it was the Jast
dey of the month, the 30th. Belfest was the driest
place In the country with only 35mm, of rain. Malin
Haad wes also very dry in Junei only 42-tmm of rain
fall, tha lowest June totsl in mora than 18 yeers.
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Temperatures near normal

Temperaturas were normal or o bit above
In most aress. The south cosst wes the exception.
Roches Point was almost helf e degree below evarage
- whargas Clones wes 0-9°C shove. Shannon Rirport hed
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Beinfell percantege of (1951-1980) normals (Continued on beck page)
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June 1986 - Totals,Means and Extremes
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SUNSHINE (Percentege of 1951-1980 normals)
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the highest mean temperatures of Lthe month with
14-4% while Malin Hesd cema bottom of the list et
12-6°C- The highest tempersturs of ths month
25-59C was recorded at Clones on Saturdey the 28th,
The night of tha [0th/11th wes the coldest with
widesproad ground frost and eir tamperaturas Falling
ta 1-0°C st Kitkanny.

Sunshine

The north end east got most sun during
tha menth, Oublin averaged slmosi & hours 8 day
whereas Cleremorris In Co. Mayo got just over bhalf
that emount. Rosslere had 15:6 hours of sunshlng on
the 1lth making it the sunniest day of the month.
The 11th was tho sunniest dey in most sestern
argas; in tha west it was the 15th. Generslly
however, sunshing amounts were befow sverage
everywhere, renging from a high of 927 at Dublin
Airport to e low of 60 et Cork. Nonetholess most
areas hed a few good sunny deys during the month,
most notably Wadnesdey 11th, the waokend of Friday
13th to Sundey 15th, Wednasday 25th, Thursdey
26th, and in tha west, Saturday 2Bth.

Thunderstorm Dates

Malin Hasd, the extreme northern Lip of
the country, was Lthe only stetion to escapa the
widespread thunderstorms that occurred during June.
Most pleces had bebween 4 end 6 days with thunder
which is way above Lthe June average, elthough it
must be said that the incldance of thunder cen vary
quite @ bit from yesr to year. The detes of most
marked thundery ectivity were the i0th, the night
of the 1éth/1Tth in Qublin, tha 21st end the period
From the 26th to the 30th,

7-0RY FORECAST
[from 2nd to 9th July]

The week shead will be
unsettled with no sign of a long dry
spell as yet. Sunny spells and scattered
showers on Wednesday, with some of
the showers being heavy in the
northern half of the country. Larger
Falls of rain spreading from the west
cn Thursday and continuing at times on
Friday.

Temperatures  will  remain
close to normal until the weekend with
highest values 18 to 20°C.
Northwesterly breezes will bring cooler
showery weather at the weekend with
good drying conditions. R westerly
airflow over Irefand for the first half
of next week will bring further
rainbelts with temperatures returning
to normal,

THUNDERSTORMS

Thunderstorms ere without doubt the most
dramatic weather phenomanon experlenced in ireland.
They occur in the unstable etmospheric conditions
favourahle for tha development of heavy showers,
but thelr unique and spectacular fastures are of
course thunder end lightaing.

Lightning is simply an enormous elactrical
spark, ceused by the discharge of stetic electricity
sither From one cloud to enother, within a cloud, or
between e cloud end the ground. The often haerd
distinction tetween Forked end sheet lighining Is not
a real differenca: lightning is elways Forked. but if
clouds or heavy rain are blocking your view you only
see ¢ diffuse Fflash. The lightning stroke causes o
sudden and Intensa heeting of the eir along its peth
which in turn ceusés en axplosive axpansion producing
the loud noise known as thunder. Because a lightning
stroke can 88 up to Zkms long, the sound From
differant parts of the flesh resches you et slightly
different times which, together with echoes,
sccounts For the charectaristlc rumbling sounds of
thunder. While the light from the flash roaches you
almost instantaneously, the sound fram the thunder
travals through the sir much more slowly. at about

Ikm every 3 seconds. Thunder cen often be heard up
to 15kms away.

The emount of energy involved In a2
thunderstorm is encrmous. The potentisi difference
just before a lightning stroke occurs Is estimated at
batwean 103 million and 1080 mililon voits, end during
its most ective phese a thunderstorm wilt produce
sbout one stroke avery 20 seconds. A smeall
thunderstorm of aboub tkm redius Is equivalent in
tarms of energy to ten nuciesr bombs of the type
dropped on Hiroshima,

There ere ebout 2,000  thunderstorms
occuring ab any one time around the world, They are
most Freguent In eguatorlsl ragions: the islend of
Java in Indongsia Is probsbly the most thundery place
in the world with en everage of 220 days with
thundsr each year, By contrast, thunder 1s virtuslly
unknown In  poisr  reglons. In ireland there are
hetwaen 3 end 7 deys with thunder each year, on
averaga.



