MUNTHLY WEARTHER BULLETIN wovemser 1987

Dry with
normal temperatures

November was a generally dry month with Ffairly high temperatures st the beginning
of the month giving way to some sub-zero temperatures during the last week which had some
sharp frosts. A high pressure cell dominated ocur weather for the Ffirst weeh and we had
dry, hazy westher with light winds. In sharp contrast the next 12 days from Sunday, the
Ath to Thursday the 19th found conditions much more unsettled. The bulk of the months
rainfall fell in this period as southerlies slternsted with westerly or southwesterly winds.
Between the 20th and the 25th northwesterly winde slowly veered towards the north or
northeast and daytime temperatures gradually fell below normal. Early on Wednesday the 25th
we had the first widespread frost of the month. During the 26th a rainbelt moved in from
the Atlantic but weakened as it progressed eastwards as pressure rose on either side of it.
Fairly widespread fog was a feature of our weather on the 27th in & slack southwesterly
airflow. (On Ssturday the 2Bth winds backed southerly as a reinbelt approached from the
Atlantic to cross the country early on the 29th, A high pressure cell followed and became the
dominant influence on our weather at the end of the month,

159%
LOW RAINFALL TOTALS
SCALE Rainfall totals were below normal
502 everywherg and ranged from 571 of normal at Malin

Head to 902 of normal abt Clones. Rmounts ranged
from less than 50 millimetres in the Dublin area (less
than 70T of normald to 94 millimetres (62% of
normal) st Cehirciveen. AL Cork Airport it was bhe
drigst November since 1975. The first week of the
month was extremely dry and amounts of rainfall
between 20th and 28th were small in most aress
(see daily distribution graphs). Wettest spelis were
the Bth. during 10th-12th, T4th/15th and 1Sth/19th.

On Thursday the 12th Elones recorded 25-1
millimetres the highest daily fall of the month,
Between 20th and 25th there were only occasional
showers but some of these were of heil or sleet.
Except in some eastern and southern areas there
was a spell of Hght rain on the 26ih. The psssage of
a cold front late on 208th and sarly on 29th gave
sbout 5 millimetres at most stations but only i
millimetre at Malin Head and nearly 17 millimetres at
Rosslare.

AR TEMPERRTURES

Jaytime temperatures were mostly above
normel for the first 11 deys of the month but feli
below normal in & blustery, westerly airfiow on
12¢h/13th, Temperatures rose again during the 15th

Rainfall percentage of (1951-1980) normais {Continued on back page)
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Distribution of daily values
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BIRR KILKENNY ROSSLARE CAHIRCIVEEN
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ion to the west of Ireland and its active frontal troughs
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On the morning of Wednesday the 1ith of November ag gale force winds

gusted up to 60 ks,
crogging the country, heralding the beg

in 3 hours were rocorded.

depres
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(Continued from front page)

and remained abeve normal for the foliowing 4 days.
Batween 20th and 25th daytime temperatures were
below or about normel and there was a biting
northwesterly or  northerly wind, On the 2bth
maximum temperatures were some 10°C near the
west coast but only 4°C in parts of the east. For
the last ¢4 days of the month daytime temperatures
were generally below normal, The resultant meen
maximum temperatures ranged from 0-3%C  above
nermal at  Malin Head to 0:4%C below normal at
Roche's Point,

In the anticyclonic conditions of the first
week, minimum temperatures varied widely according
to whether clear spsils developed or not. Slight air
frost was recorded on 6th and Tth. From Saturday
the 2ist nightime temperstures fell gradusily and the
first widespread frost of the month was recorded
on the 25th when Bire recorded -4+2°C. Eerly on
30th  frost was sgain  widespread Bire  recorded
-4-3%C and freezing fog persisted there throughout
the morning. Mean minima veried from 1-2°C above
normal  at Kikenny to 0:2°C below normal at
Casement Aerodrome.

SUNSHINE

Sunshine amounts ranged from 72:4 hours
st Roche's Point te 43-8 hours st Claremorris while
percentages of normal  ranged from 136X  at
Cehirciveen to 74X et Dublin Airport. Only on the last
two days of the month did all stations record a good
deal of sunshine but high totals were recorded at
some stations during the month (see distribution
graphs),

Highest daily totals were the 7:5 hours
racorded ai Mullingar on the 24th and at Roche's
Point on the 25th. Dullest speils ocourred between
Tth and 9th, 17th/1Bth and 26th to 28th,

STRONG WINDS

The passage of a vigorous depression
caused winds to gqust from 40 to 60 knots in the
period 10th to 12th and Belmuliet recorded the
highest gust of ithe month, 64 knots, on 12th. On
the 16th and in the periods 1Bth-19th and 22nd to
24th winds gusted 35 to 50 knots in most areas and
occasional gusts of between 50 and 60 knots were
recorded on the north coast.

FOG

Fog affected many areas in the
anticyclonic conditions of the first wssk of the
month and was agein widespresd on the 27th. Some
patches of fog occurred on 8th, 2bth and 30th.

THUNDER

Thunder was recorded on Wednesday the
11th and on Thursday the 12th,

FAUTUMN 1987

SEPTEMBER: Rainfall  and
sunshine above normal, temperatures
{especially minimal) below normal.
GCTOBER: Sunny but coolwith some

heavy rain especislly in the north and
east. NOVEMBER: Ory  with
temperatures about or above normal,

The low rainfall totals in
November  offset the high totals
recorded in September and October to
some degree and totals for Autumn
ranged from 246 millimetres at Kilkenny
to 358 millimetres et  Belmullet.
Percentages varied from 97 of normal
at Lork Airport to over 120 in the
Bublin area.

Mean maximum temgeratures
ranged from 0-3°C to 0-6°C below
normal  mainfy because of the low
maxima in October. The cool nights of
both September and October caused
mean minimum temperatures to range
from 0-3°C to 1+0°C below normal.
Mear air  temperatures for Autumn
were the lowest for 1] to 13 years at
many stations.

Sunshine totals raenged from
365 hours at Rosslare to 231 hours at
Claremorris, Percentages ranged from
1007 at Cleremorris to 133Y af Malin
Head where it was the sunniest Autumn
for 28 years,
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FOR LATEST FOGRECAST RING
fublin erce L
Leinster ond Cavarv/tonaghen @ (OF) 426555
Korth Munster/South Conneught : (061) 62677
South Muneter (0217 964600

Korth Conneught/Donegsl (81D 424655
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