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The Weather of April

Oz 1st there was a coel, showery northerly windflow over Ireland but during the following week it was
vdry and hazy with easterly winds. Day-time temperatures were low and zround frosts were frequent at night.
tBetween 9th and 20tk it remained cool and the weather was unsettled as winds ranged between south and northwest
Eiﬁ dirsction. Inp the period 9th to 12%h there were showers, some of hail or smow. 4 dry spell followed
Ibetween 13tk and 163h but the period 17th to 20th was the webdest of the month except in the extreme norih arncd

northwest.

The highest temperatures of the month were recorded in a mild southeasterly windflow between 21st and
24th, During the last week a cold northeasteriy wind regime prevailed, It was rainy on 304k but mosi areas
had no more than a few showers between 24th and 29th,

Kean Hontnly Rainfall amounts were about 45% of normal in the northwest bui exceeded 125% of normal in mary
iparts of Munster. As the track of the rain-bearing Atlantic depressions was to the south of Ireland, Munster
land south Leinster being closest to the centres of activity recorded the highest rainfzll. This was especially
notlceable between 17th and 20th when stations in Munster recorded about 50 me (2 inches) while Malin Head
‘recorded less than J mm in this period. Since the number of days with rainfall of at least 1 mm {wet days)
inowkere exceeded fourteen and was generally about ten, conditions in April were suitable for fieldwork.

!Mean Honthly Air Tewperatures ranged from 0.900 to 1.500 telow normal. Maximum temperatures were below normal
texcept on 5%h, 6th, 16th and between 21st and 24th, Nights were cool and some areas had mineteen days with
iground frost. Air frost was sharp on 10th and 11th and again on 27tk and 28%h while slightoair frosg was
lrecorded on 6th, 7th, 14th and 15th. Soil temperatures at 10 cm (4 inchas) ranged from 0.5 ¢ to 1.4 C balow
normal and comnsequently grass-growth was poor.

\Mean Daily Duration of Bright Sunshine was below normal everywhere. Values ranged from 3.6 hours at
lHalin Head to 5.2 hours at Belmullet; this represented between 706 and $6% of normal sunshize,
H P

|

]‘ trong Winds ocecurred oz 13th, 17tk and 20th when gusts of between 20 and 28 ms-1 (4C and 55 kts)ocourred.

L]
Symmary. April was dry, cold and frosty. Growing conditions were poor.

The data coﬁ%alned in this Bullstin are provisional. Some of the material in Table 1 will be publlsheu in its
final form later in the Monthly Weather Report; final values of Solar Radistion at statiopa; marked et in
Table 2 will be publighed in the Annual Summary of Solar Radiatiom.
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Mullingar e 1120 } 34.8 515} 10,0 2.3 6.2 -1.8 11 2 [19|0 ) -4.4 14|55 {490 3.61 5|4
o, Westmeath 2l-end)] 1.8 211 11.5 | 3.4 7.5 -3.4 28 |1 |31{1}{-4.8 28 | 2 | 8.8 5.20 510
B Month | 37.8 9|6 _to.3] 2.7 | 6.5 -3.4 28 | 4 |68l 1 |48 28 |14 7.4 4.33 515
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1-10 1.9 1 8.8 | 3.5 6.1 ~1.1 10 |1 (19)o|-4.3 10| ¢ 4.87 3
Jolinstown Castle 11-20 | 41.3 5 9.9 | 3.3 6.6 1.0 11|11 |23i10]-3.9 15]6¢6 , 4,61 5
Co. Wexford 21-end] 12.5 3| 10.8 | 4.6 7.7 0.4 28 10 13310{-5.9 28 {4 5.16 3
Month | 55,7 9 9.8 | 3.8 £.8 1.1t 1024170l 5.9 28 |16 34,88 | 4
1-10 2.4 1 8.6 | 5.3 £.9 0.4 100 127]014-1.7 10| 2]8.1 4.26 713
Rosslare @ 1120 | 29.9 5 3.9 | 4.6 7.2 0.2 11 |o]29e1-3.2 15]3]8.6 4.67 615
Co. Woxford 21-éndf 8.5 3} 10,51 6.1 8.3 3.7 27t 0 j w1 | -1.6 282 101 5.02 6 {2
L Honth | 40.8 2 9.71 5.3 7.5 0.2 11 10 19511 1-3.2 15 ] 718.9 4,65 6 |10
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TABLE 2 SOLAR RADYATION (GLOBAL), POGTERTTAL EVAPOTRANSPIRATION (P,Z,) AND SOTL MOXSTURE April, 1978
SOLAR
RADTATTON P.E. {mm} SOIL MOISTURE {mnm)
STATION PERIOD
Amount Acounulated
Amount Deficit Surplus
Foule/om Deficit
Carlow 1-10 8 7 7 -
11-20 23 - - L
{0ak Park)
21~end - 7 4 4 -
Co. Carlow Nonth 3 ~ _ _
1-10 12029 11 8 8 -
Kinsealy" 11-20 11395 4 - - 13
Co. Dublin 21-end 15263 13 8 -
' Month 38685 28 - - -
1-10 1 -
Cahirociveen e 11-20 :;222 12 ? i 24
{valentia Qbsy.)
Co. Kerry 21-end 13501 11 - - 2
Honth 39856 38 - - -
1-10 14380
Kilkenny e 11-20 11903
Co. Kilkenny 21-end 13703 - - - -
Honth 39986
1-10 7 5 5 -
Ballinamore 11-20 12 - " 14
Co. Leitrin 21-end - 16 1 1 -
Month 35 - - -
1-10 14 5 5 -
Glenamoyf 11-20 9 - - 11
Co. Mayo 2t-end - 24 20 20 -
Month 47 - - -
1-10 12307
Birr, & 11-20 11956
Co. Offaly 21-end 13005 - - - -
Month 37268
1~10 9 Vi 7 -
Johnstown Castle 11-20 18 - - 24
Co. Wexford 21-end - 11 - - 2
Month 38 - - -
L P - -

*, A, See notes in January issue.




