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The VWeather of March

A ridge of high pressure dominated conditions from the Tst to the 4th and mostly dry weather occurred in
all regions during this spell. Air frost developed on the 3rd and there was widespread sharp to severe ground
frogt on the 3rd and 4th.

Weather conditions were changeable between the 5th and T2th., Heavy rain ocecurred in all regions on the
Sth and in $he period from the 9th o the 12th. Southeasterly winds were strong and gusty on the 5th and 6%h,
and fresh to strong westerly winds dominated from the 7th %o the 10th. A ridge of high preséure developed on
the 12th and over bthe following three nights slight air frost and sharp to severe ground frest was widespread
throughout the country.

Tnsettled conditions set in on the 16th heralding = very cold and wintry spell of weather which lasted
up to the 23rd. A strong southeasterly airflow prevailed during this perled. Haximum daily temperatures,
frequentlynot more than 4 to0 5 €, were well below normal. Snow showers cceurred bebween the T7th and 23rd
and these were widespread on the 2Tst and 23rd. Sharp to severe ground frost was exbtensive on most nights,
many stations recording grass minimum temperatures of less than ~12 C on the 22n§.

Thunderstorms developed on the 24%h and 25th, particularly in wesbern regions and for the remainder of
the month da2ily maximum temperatures recovered %o near normal. Winds varied between the southwest and
southeast and were gtrong and gusty at times. While some nights were mild during this period sharp ground
frost alse oceurred on occasion.

Mean Monthly Amounts of Precipitation were above normal everyvwhere, Amounts ranged from 117% of normal at
Roches Point to 244% of normal at Dunsany, Co. Meath. Much of the rainfall at the latter station occurred
on the T7th and 18th when a total of 55.4 mm wag recorded for these days. For much of the country however,
monthly amounts averaged some 1509 of normal. The webtest days at most places were the 5tk, 9th and 18th,.
The nunber of wet days and rain days were both 50% above average in most places.

Mean Monthly Air Temperatures were some 1.3% below normal at many stations, ranging from 0.800 below normal
at Rosslareota 1.4 € lonelt:»w normal at (laremorris and at Malin Head. Soil femperatures (10 cm), which were
between 1.5 € and 2.2 C above average at the start of the month, dropped %o about 3 ¢ below average by the
25th. Owver the month as 2 whole they ranged from 0.500 to 0.9 € below average. Air frost occurred on six
days and ground frost was widespread and severe on seven occasions.
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Mean Duration of Bright Sunshine was below normal everywhere, except in the north midlands and in some

western districts vhere it was near normal. Tt ranged from 76% of normal at Valentia to 1042 of normal at
I Clones.
L}

! Widespread Strong Winds with gale gusts occurred on the S5th, &th, 8th, 10th, 18%h and 19th, and on the 294k
l and 3lst, 0
' Summary., Rainfall was well sboye normal, and the month was coldor than February by some 1.0 G,
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The data contained in thig Bulletin are provisional. Some of the material ir Table 1 will be published in its
final form later in the Monthly Weather Report; final values of Solar Radiation at stations; marked "e® in
Table 2 will be published in the Annual Summary of Solar Radiation,
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| Month | 92.3 | 120] 23¢ 17} 8.6 | 2.2 5.4 ~4,8 22 5145| of-it.0 22 | 18 / 3.9 5
1-10 § 3t.1 - 7! 5§ 9.8 | 5.2 7.5 - 2.2 03 ois3t| of 0.1 03 04 7.1 - 3. 191 - 6] 6
Rosalare a 11-20 | 20.3 1 ~ 78 6F 7.6 % 3.1 5.3 1 - 0.1 13 of12] o} -3.1 131 3]5.8} - 3.421 - gl 3
Co. Wexford 21-endf 40.9 1 - } 101 81 9.114 3.2 6.2 - [-2.5 22 2| 247 0 6.3 221 aléo! - | 398 - 6 7
R Month § 92.3 | 147 24 19} 8.8 { 3.8 6.3 {-0.8 j-2.5 22 ol 67| of -6.3 22 7] 6.3 1-0.8 } 3.55] 88 71 16
;
:

Notes on the tables in January issue



*, £, See notes in January issue.

TABLE 2 SOLAR RADIATION {GLOBAL), POTENTIAL EVAPOTRANSPIRATION (P.E.} AND SOIL MOISTURE March, 1980
SOLAR ?.E. (mm) S0TL MOTSTURE {mm)
Ly ' mm L8 na
STATION PERTCD HADIATTON
Amount Aceounulated
2 A t Deficit 5 1
Joule/cn moun ertel Daficit urpiug
carl 1-10 7 - e 25
ar
(0 ?0; 0 11-20 3 - 0 18
ak Par -
Co. Carlo 21-end 7 ) ° #
: N Monti 17 - - -
1-10 6310 10 - 0 3
Kinsealy* 11.20 6128 5 - 0 33
Co. Dublin 21-end 9989 10 - 0 13
Month 22427 25 - - -
ce s 1-10 5233 5 - 4] 54
. l()anlrcu-reeg 2 11-20 8411 { 4 _ 0 By
| CVal;nt:L:a. bsy.) 21ond 1079 5 19 _ 0 50
0. Rerry Month 24383 ' 21 - - -
. i o b e DT e e b SR NN
1-10 7564
l Kilkenny e 11.20 76 _ _ _ ~
Co. Kilkenny 21-~end 11066
Month 26397
1-1¢ 5 ~ 0 21
Ballinamore 11-20 1 - 0 23
So. Leitrinm 21-end - i0 - 0 19
Month i6 - - -
i 110 7 - o] 44
Glenamoyd 11.20 3 - 0 34
Co. Maye 21-gnd 9 - 0 33
Honth 16 - - -
1-10 7312
Bire 2 11-20 8718 _ ~
Co. Offaly 21-end 12571
Honth 28601
110 3 - 0 7
Johnstown Castls 11-20 15 - 0 20
Lo. Wexford 21-0nd - 14 - 0 27
Month a8 - - ]




