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The Weather of August

half of the courtry on the 3rd, associated with a weekening fromtal system, while amounts of rain in the south
and east were small, Subsequently a ridge of high pressure dominated and most places were without rain except
for spells on the Bth and on either the 12th or 13th, moderate to heavy falls occurring ir all areas on bhoth
occasions, The latter spell was also warm and close.
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The weather was mainly fine everywhere from the 13th to 16%h, but cloud increased slowly from the west om

lﬁhe 17th. Patches of rain and drizzle occurred from the 18th to 22nd and a westerly airflew set in. Thereafter

thigh pressure Gominated to the end of the month and the weather was dry, apart from the 29tk, when heavy falls
vof rain occurred. Much of the last spell was humid, however, and extensive fog banks, especially persistant in
!coastal areas of ‘the south and east, affected the conntry for long periods from the 26th to 30+th.

!Monthlx Amounts of Precipitation were well below normal in all areas; it was exceptionally dry in the
lsoutheast and ecagt, Amounts ranged from over 70% in the extreme north to 12-15% in the east and southeast.
ESpells of weather favourable fo the spread of potate blight occurred betweer the 10th and 15th, and en the

1 20th and 21st. Becanse of the lack of precipitation in many places during the last decade of the month, the
!number of effective blight hours at stations in this decade was noi as gread as might otherwise have been,
lconsidering the presence of extensive fog. An other interesting affect arising from the presence of persistent
isea fog in eastern coastal areas was the low potertial evapoiranspiration recorded at Kinsealy during the final
i decade,

1Mean Honthiy Air Temperature was above normal almost everyvhere, Values varied from normal at Malin Head to
|1.4°C above normal at Shamnon Airport. Mean montgly 50il temperature (100mm) ranged froa 0.700 above normal at
Ia number ¢f stations in the north midlands to 2,6 C above in the sowth midtands, Large soil moisture deficits
{in the east, south aand south midlands throughout the month comsiderally limited grass growth. Soil moisture
!was however adequate in western and northern regions to provide good growth,

1Mean Duration of Bright Sunshine varied from 72% of normal at Birr to 106% of normal at Malin Head. For much
lot the country the mean duration averaged about 852%.
\

!Gale Gusts or strong winds were absent during the month,

!Summézx It was a very dry aonth in all arsas away from the west and aorthwest. It was alse dull except in
tsome coastal areas in the znorth and south, Temperatures were gemerally well above nermal. For the fourth
‘successive summer (June to August) sunshine duration was well below mormal in most places.
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The weather was dry and sunny almost everywhere on the 1st and 2nd. Heavy rain occurred in the northwestern
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The dafa contained in this Bulletin are provisionszi. Some of the material in Table 1 will be published in {ts
final form later in the Honthiy Weather Report; final values of Solar Radiation at gbations; marked "e? ig
Table 2 will be published in the Annual Summary of Solar Radiation.
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TABLE 2 SOLAR RADTIATION (GLOBAL), POTENTIAL EVAPOTRANSPIRATION (P.E.} AND SOIL MOILSTURE August 1981
SOLAR
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1-10 29 20 71 -
Carl
artow 11-20 o4 3 74 -
{0ak Park)
Co. Garlo 21-end - 23 12 86 -
0. bariow Nonth 76 - - ~
Kinapaly* 11-20 11699 20 - 79 2
Co. Dublin 21—and 13228 13 3 82 _
Honth 40440 62 - - -
1-10
Cahirciveen e 11-20 17098 24 6 24 =
{Valentia Obay.) 21—end 14292 17 0 24 =
Co. Kerry - 14271 14 - 19 5
Month 45661 55 - - -
1-10 16656
Kilkenny e 11-20 14387
Co. Kilkenny 21-end 14748 - - - -
Month 45791 .
1-70 20 - 1 3
Ballinamore 1120 12 _ 0 1
Co. Leitrim 21-end - 12 1 1 -
Konth 44 - - -
1-10 0 6 ¢ _
31enamoy/ 11-20 12 i g 23
Co. Mayo 21-end = 18 12 12 -
Month 60 - - -
1.10 14169
Birr o 11-20 12062
Co. Offaly 21-end 12432 - - - -
Month 38663
1-10 37 20 30 -
Johnstown Castle 11-20 29 - 86 4
Co. Wexford 21-end - 40 15 101 -
Month 106 - = =
on 1 _

“, £, Sea notes in January issue.
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