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The Weather of April \
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Weak troughs and northwesterly winds over Ireland on 1st/2nd were displaced on 3rd by high
pressure to the north of the country which dominated to 1ith. The northwestward drift of low
pressure cells over Europe caused strong pressure gradients and increased cold northeast winds
over the country from 7th to 10th. As the high declined westwards an area of low pressure
developed in the vicinity of Ireland, with widespread rain everywhere. As the centre moved
southeastwards towards southern England, strong northeast winds set in again in its wake on
15th/16th. The weather remained cold.

A ridge on 17th preceded further frontal troughs on 18th, although as the depression became
compiex with two centres near Ireland, the weather from 21st to 24th proved to be mainly
fair. A ridge on 25th was again succeeded by further troughs in a westerly flow from 26th to
28th. The weather became less cold. After this, cloudy and mild conditions set in and there
was widespread rain in strong south to southwest winds by the end of the month.

Pracipitation:
Amounts of precipitation were above to well above normal in northern and western regions
and below normal in southern areas. Amounts varied from 168% of normal at Belmullet to
58% at Cork Airport, Wettest spells were 13th-15th,18th-21st, and from 26th to the end of
the month in many areas; the 19th was generally the wettest day.

Temperature:

Temperatures were well below normal everywhere so that the month proved to be the
coldest April on record. Values ranged from 2.7C° below normal at Belmullet to 1.7C°
below at Malin Head. Air frost was widespread on 3rd-Tth, 11th, 18th, and 23rd/24th; the
coldest night was at Birr on 11th. Ground frost was widespread throughout the month and
frost was frequently sharp to severe in the first week, reaching ~10.2C° at Birr on T7th.
Soil temperatures (100mm} reached their greatest negative anomaly {-3.5C° to —4.0C®)
between 16th and 20th.

Sunshine and Radiation:
Sunshine hours were above to well above normal except in eastern areas and parts of the
west. Amounts varied from 120% of normal at Valentia Observatory to to 91% at Casement
Aerodrome. Global radiation was generally near normal (97%) but well above normai at
Valentia Observatery ({109%).

Wind:
Strong winds with gale gusts occurred from Tth to 10th, on 16th (when general gales
developed in western and northern coastal areas), 20th and 28th-30th.

Summary:
Exceptionally cold everywhere. Wet in northern regions but relatively dry in southern
areas, In general sunshine was above normal.

AN _
The data contained in this Bulletin are provisional. Some of the material in Table 1 will be published
in its final form in the Monthly Weather Report; final values of Global Radiation at stations in Table
2 will be published in the annual Solar Radiation Observations.




THBLE 1 APRIL 1986

REIFALL (mm) TEMPERATURE (T sﬁﬁgﬁ;a WiND
AR GROURD SOlL (18em) o
2 2 g g1 |~ |5t
= ¥ e 8 ER M e
STATION PERIOD " Wi o w | olw |8 g sl lwi< |28
= |8 . - jHWe| = CIEP 2 Sl |2 8l - |wg| ® 18lag I
E |Elele| 2 |2 |2 |E€| ¢ EIE3E (Ss)8 (7 |2 (58| g |E18 2|8
£ 1EE|E§|E | Z |8 |g8] = #iFlLZ2 L8 ]|: izl &8 |E8| % |25 (2|2

& = te. re o b iy ] giEl 2 j & =
szl € [ & | & |E8] 2 Slolgsls (88l |8 SIZ|E |ES1E ISIE 2y
x lElzl £ b = [|2E7 5 S 88~ |88 |2 o| £ 7| B jwelf &l
=

1-10 7.4~ | 4 4] 7.9 1.0f 45 - F-aa 72| -] ol -] -s5 a&]e] - - | e9.7} - | &.6] -] -
Carlow 1i-z0 | 38.0 9i 6] 9.0f 1.9] 5.4 - |17 1¢|l 2l -| o -} -5.58 8|z - - | 26.51 ~ | 4.8y -] -
(Uak Park) 21-eN0 | 9.0} - | &1 3| 11.9] 3.0 7.8 - 0.0 23| o 36|~ 6] -] -3.6 23] &] = - {ea.9) -1 5.2 - -
o. Cerlow MONTH | S4.¢friefrois| 9.6f 2.8 s8] -~ |-~1.8 7| e|les| -] & -] -s.8 1815} - - heral| -] a2 -] s2
1-10 2.4 - |2t t] 9.8l 1.9} 5.3 - | -1.e ¥ sle]-] 1|-1-56 3lel s8] - |e9z|-]|zez-
Shennon firport e 11-20 | 28.7) - | 9] &] 9.6] 2.9] 6.3 - f-1.8 iy 1| - -t -42 1]z 71| - | @r.m| -] a5 2 -
Co. Clere 21-END | 25.3f - | e| 8] 11.9| 3.8] 7.9 - 0.6 23lof37-1] s} --21 235 4 B8 - {859 ~]zs5 2 -
MONTH | S6.4] 99|19|13] 18.3| 2.8| e.5]-2.4 | -1.8 44] &) 78] 80| 7| - | -5.6  z|is| 7.z|-2.5 [1e7.0|t10] c.0] 7| &7
1-10 0.7 - | 21 0f 8.3 0.9] 4.6f] - | =-1.2 ¥} 32|~} of-|-5.0 78l 53 - {74.0] -] s.60 3| -
Cork Rirport ® 11-20 | 29.6 - | 7| 5} 8.7} 2.1| 5.4 - | -0.¢ nfpuj17f - of-|-5.0 1] 4| 6.4 - |} a7.3] -] e.7| 5} -
fo. Cork 21-eNp | to.s| - | 8f 5| 10.7] 3.2] 6.9 - 1.6 2s5fof 29| -] s~ -3.4 z2}s| 8.4y - [59.0] -] e.5 4] -
MoNTH | 40.8| sal17|i0| 9.2 2.8] s.6{-2.4 | -1.2 7| 4] s8| 461 3} - | 5.0 1ili7| &.7i-2.5 lieo.ziiiz]| e.5l12) as
1-10 .1y -1 ojo|l 7.5l -0.8) 3.5] - | 3.5 10l8 e -] of -| wn wal - - | ed.e] ~ | a7 -] -
Fermoy 1ti-20 | seaf -9l 7l 7.7 -1.8] 30| -~ | -7 1|8l s -1 O] - wa wal - - | 33.6] -~ | 5.2| -] -
{Coolnzkilla) 21-g8D | 24.6] - [ 9} 7| w0.1| 0.8} 5.8 - | -4.6 22| &| 21 - 1| - | wmR WAl - ~ | s0.3] - | 3.4] =} -
Co. Cork montH | ez.8] - |islie]| e.4| -0.¢] 40 - | -7.0 t)zol se|l -1 1) -] wa wal - - |1se.5] - | 4.8] -} 48
1-18 0.2{ ~ | 1} o] 9.0| -0.2] 4.¢] - | -3.0 7] e&|l14]-} 0|-1-858 78 - - 16630 - [ a| -[ -
Farmoy 11-20 § 34.1f - | 8} 8] 9.4| 1.7} s.8] - | -2.7 1] 4] 19] - 1~ 1 -0 1|6} - -~ jap.r) - | 2| -| -
{Moore Park) 21-em0 ) 1s.sf - 1 7| 4] 1.9 a.ef 6.7 - | ~2ia z2ls|ml-| sl-l -4 22| 6] - - tsro| ~ | s.1] - -
Co. Lork MONTH | a9.8| @7]16[10 10.1] 1.0] s5.5) - | -3.0 712] ¢4f - | o] -} -a.5  7l2o] - - |1e3.4l - | s.8] ~| =9
1-10 2.6| -~ | 2| 1] 9.9] =2.3| s.86f - 0.3 74o0]lisf-] ol-|-3.3 &{6l 6.8 - | .5 -1s.5ls -
Roches Point e 11-20 | 35.6) - | 8] 5| 9.1} 3.3 e.2f - 0.6 wfojai|~% ]-|~3.6 a1fe&l 7.3 - | ar.sl-|es.e -
Lo. Cork 21-EMD | 4.4 - | 8] 2| 10.6] &.1| 7.3 - 2.6 z2z2[ol x|~ 2| -] -2.8 =z2i4] 9.3 - | 3.3} - | 5.3} a] -
MoNTH | a2.6) 80|15 8] 9.¢| 3.2 6.4|-2.4 ) 0.3 7| o] ] e} 3| -] -3¢ wvhel 7.7]-2.2 |1ei.30n12] 5.8l es
1~18 g.2f - | 3] 2f e8] o.5] s.6] - |22 83z ~| of-14-85 ol - - Jwnf-|a2sf--
Glencolumbkille 11-20 | &0.9[ - |1o] 9| =.0] =z2.8] 5.9 - 0.0 nujolzef-1 0f~t 7.8 1|8 - - fwa | -137 - -~
Lo. Donegal 21~EMD | e4.1] - | 8} 71 16.6] Z.4] 7.0] - 0.6 22| of29| -~} 2f-]|-7.0 22| - « fwml-1z29 - -
montH [133.2] - {aihe] 9.4 2.2] s8] - | 2.2 8| 3} ei| -} 2] -] -8.5 i0l2s] - - | na | - | 3,0] ~|nsa

HOTES ON THE TRBLES IN JRMURRY ISSUE




TRBLE 1 (CONTIRUED)

APRIL 1985
RAINFALL (mm) TEMPERATURE ¢°C) Sﬁﬁ;@’;‘gs WIND
AR GROUND SOIL ti0em)
b x = ul-? ~
@ 2 a £ ~ {3 E
£ 5 = 21" fuls
STATION PERIOD w wi o € ool leolnlg 2 Bly (u|= g2
E |& b2 |5 (gl E x 5| E [5218 |8 eln 188 L 1218|213
g leiglel e |2 15 |88 2 IEIE3E |Esi8 | Sl E (4@ |§]¥% B
£ lzigig| = b S lga} & EZ w8 & Elz) 0 |z&] = |20 (2%
® ta. & & = Lo & ] & Eln gel, EY . 1w &= & L & e e 1 B jorf -
HHOEREREREEIE: E |28 |58|° |3 1E |88 8 (°]u lglH
we g |2 = = = el ] QI@DE] e (D |0 @ = s = B2 T {&]a
z
1-10 3.4l = Joal v} 9.2) -1.4) 3.9 - {38 e 7] rel -} 1}~ 6.4 &} 9] - - - - -t -
Glentiss 11-20 | 74.7) -} 9| ¢ s8] 1.ef 5.1 - §~3.2 w|vbasl-) o -] -7 nls - - - -l ] -
Co. Donsgal 21-EMD | 52.2) ~ sl 10.7] 1.ef 6.%f ~ {1 -2.3 22| a| 2l -1 2f - | -5.0 22 - - - -1 -1~
MONTH [130.3)16122]15} 9.4] ©.6] 5.0 - | 3.8 szl s3f - | B| - | 6.4 elon] - - - -t -1
1-10 a7 - 2] 1} 7.6f 3.3 5.4 - 8.9 2{oi 18 -] o] -] -2.0 & 3 &9 - |B0.B| -1 7.4} 2 -
Malin Head e 1-20 | 39.71 - | 8] ] a.2] 3.6 s5.9] -~ 8.9 gjop 17~ o] -3 -a.1 8| 2 6.7 -~ | 338 -19.9 7 -
Co. Donegal 21-END | 24.9) - | 71 S5} 9.7] 4&.3] 7.0] - 1.3 22 ol -] 1]~-1-35 228 eo| - |er1}-~1|73 -
MONTH &9.51122|17§121 8.5] B.7| &.1{-1.7 0.¢ 18§ 0§ 39| 80| 1] - | -4.1 8 91 7.85{-1.3 [181.2}114] 8.2{14] &6
t-10 9.8 - | 51 31 7.61 0.8 ¢} - | -2, zlalw|~] of-|-7.0 8|8l 4.4 - | a7.7 -] el & -
Casement Asrodrome ef 1i-20 | 27.8| - | 9} 7] s.6] 28] s3] - | -2 gl2l 17l - ol - | <20 18l 7} 5.6 - | 20.0f - s.6] 1] -
£o. Dublin 21-END | 12.B| - | &) 4 12.0] 2.3] 1.2 - | -1.3 24| 2} 35| -] &f - ~&.7 o2& 7] e.21 -~ | =il - 52| & -
MONTH | 49.5]106{20[14] 9.4F 1.6] S8.5|-2.5 | -2.@ 18] 8| eo| 48] &] - | ~7.0 iglez} &) - |1s0.7] 51| 5.8! 9] s5
1-10 8.4 ~ | 5t 2f 7.9} 1.7 4.88 - | .8 sp2 12~ 6f~-1|-4e.7 28} 6.1 - {ez.4] ~1¢c.af 2} -
Dublin Rirport e 11-20 ] 29.1 -1 B 7] 8.6 2.3 58) - | -1 sl 7~ o] ~| -d.1 18] af es] - | 23.6] -] 5.7] 2] -
Co. Dublin 21-eMn | 107} - | 5| 31 12.0] 3.6} 7.8 - 0.7 23; 0] 38] -1 &l -] -2.6 23} 4] 9.38 - | 73.5] - | 4.6 1] -
MoNTH | 4@.2103f18112] 9.5| 2.6} &.0f-2.1 | -1.1v 18] 3] es] 511 7 - | -¢.7  ziel 7.3(-1.9 |isv.sl el 5.5] 71 &2
1-10 7.9 - 3} 2f 1.4 1.0 a2f ~ | -1.8 8|3z 9 -1 ol ~|-3.4 s5le& - -~ les.2y -1 a3] -} -
Kinsealy 11~20 30.0f - | 8] 71 w®.4] 2.2 s.3] - -8.9 @) 1} 18}~ | ol - | -s.8 8] 4] - - jer| -1 azl -] -
Co. Dublin 21-END g.9t - | 4} 3} 1.6} 3.5 7.8] -~ -0.1 23] 1} 38} - ] - { 5.4 23| & - - go.gl ~ | 5.4} -| -
MonTH | e7.810s|a5(12] 9.1] z.2] 5.7 - | -8 sislsel -] & -1 -5.8 18lie] - ~ 1i74.1) - | 4.0} -] sa
=0 | o.30 - | 1fof e t.5] 5.3 - [-1.a sl 7| -] -] s 1] 8l s.e] - | 2|52 e -
Galuay e 11-20 37.4 - | 6l 6] 9.b 3.1 &.1] - ~0.8 18] 1] 21 - ty -1 -3.0 w1} 3 7] - 1.5 - | 5.8 4] -
Co. Galvay 21-E8D | 36.5] - | &} o] to.8] 35.9] 7.4 - 0.5 23j0] 32{ -] 3} -1} -2.0 2772 9.2f - szl -]|s.2 -
MONTH | 74.2{112{18h2) 9.7l 2.7} s.2{-2.3 | ~1.4 4} 3| 0] -] 4| ~ | -0 tlis} 7.4] - livr.alniz| s.ar] e
1-10 1.7 - | 21 1] 8.9 o.ef 4.8 - | -2 af 6f 18] -} 1} -1 -8.8 s&lio| - - jse.2l -] |-~
Killarney 11~20 | 36.1} - | 9 8.6] 2.91 5.8 - -2.7 it st -} of - | -9.8 11l -~ - 28.6] - - =i~
(Muckross Housg) 21-ENp | 21.5) - | 9] 7} 1t.1] 2.9 v.0) - 6.7 25| i 3o) ~ 3 ~ | -3.2 25| 8] - - so.gf -1 -1 -} ~
Co. Kerry MONTH | 59.3| es|2ojie} 9.8) 2.1 s5.8f -~ | -2.7 w1l esi -] 4] -1 -e.5 i1]zel - - fws.e| -} -~} - -
NOTES ON THE TRBLES IM JANUARY ISSUE



TRBLE 1 (CONTINUER} APRIL 1986

BRIGHT
RAINFELL () TEMPERRTURE () SUNSHINE | WIND
AIR GROUND SGIl. (10em) o

= } @ o i E

a E =1 o ~ |=2]€

b b [ = T o3

STATION PERIOD " T & wl| olwil@ g Hlw |w|=~ |82
o & wel| = @ |oojo (e ja [ & = W = 3] a 14

= & . . = S8l & o i€ o | § 3 > o g a | g =

e € bl = = i 2&|l T Zigwle |lg ie |1 e | 25 : [ I =

u [BIE] = g = Eo W (Sofw ] =] ] =Ry

2 = = 7 = i $r | > el B tas & g = = > & =i

LS ® €|z & o o = = |3 by z lw T | = el B (=] @ o« = L - ot

@ e1el . = = o o & Wi L 1 o o {i= w = =

[T . N & =z Gloies|e (e w Siz]| & (I E |u ol .

SIEL| & b g =ei 2 g2l o 1eR|c | = 2|6 ol = 18| 8 |=1uw

mleis ] & = T £1 9 SR e |88 w |5 ® z eElE wl|® |&]|a

&

1-18 .90 -1 21} 9.3 2.2 58 - | ~1.0 spilel -] of-1-3.8 s|sf oee] - {vizl-1s5.114
{shirciveen 2 11-20 49.8| - |1 9| 91 9.2 3.8] 6.5] - ~0.9 11} 1] 24| - o -~ | -8.4 11} 1| 7T.9f -~ 4r.2] -~ | 6.11 4
{Valentia Obsy.) 21-EMD | 25.3] - | &} s} 1.3} 4.0 7.7| - 1.0 23t o] 38 ~1 3} -] -1.3 23 1] 9.6 - 72.91 - | 5.8] 3
Co. Kerey MONTH | 77.0] 97117)15 9.9 3.4} 6.7|-2.5 | -1.0  s| 2| 78| s0] 4| - | -s.4 11} 7| @.1l-2.2 lLiss.slian| 5.7
1-10 0.0 - | 0; 0} 9.1| -0.3] 4.4} - | -4.5 7| &l 14} ~| B} -1-8.2 4| @l - - fnsl -1 -]-
firdfert 1 1120 38.7] - | 9| &1 9.1] 2.8] 5.8/ - 3.7 1) 21) - -1 -1 ]| s - - adp| -1 -1 -
{Liscahena) 21-e80 | 17.9] - | &| 8| 11.a] 2.8 &.9] - ~-0.4 2353 1§30 ~] 3 -1 -4.3 =24] 8| -~ - je38) -1 -} -
Co. Kerry MONTH | se.6| -~ LS|l 9.7] 1.7 5.7} - | -4.5 7l el es| -] & - | .82 alis| - - |y} - -1 -
1~10 i3.6] - | 4| 31 7.8{ -8.9| 3.8} - | ~3.5 s5{s&iw~{ ofl~-|~10.5 s5{8B - - | e3.2} - | 4.8] -
Lullymore 117-20 t 49.7} - | 9| 8| e.5] 1.1] 4.8} - } -2.8 tg| 3i 14| -] ol -} ~9.8 18] 5] - - | 290} -] 4.8] -
Co. Kildarg 21-enD | 15.9) - | af &) 11.8] 1.4] &.6| - -2.3 23| 4] zo| - gl - | -8.5 23| 8} -~ - 59.9| - | 3.3| ~
MONTH | 79.20147[17118] 9.4] a.s{ 4.9| - | -3.5 s|iz| s8] -] sl - i-10.8 sl - - |21 - | 42| -
1-10 0.3/ -1 1] 0} e.6f 1.8} s5.0f - -1.2 M2l e)l-] oj-}~as 3|7 55 - |eas| ~|asa
Killkenny e 11-20 24.9) - | 8] & 9.6} 2.2| s5.9] - -1.5 18] 2] =1} - 1} -1 -7.3  1ef 4] 6.4] - 27.7] - | 3.9] 2
Co. Kilkenny 21-END | 14.F) - | 7} 4f 12.4] 3B.1| 1.8] - 0.6 23j0{3 -] 7)~-]|-4.3 235 9.3 - |es.0|-]zil0
MOHTH | 39.9) T7116}10 10.2) 2.2} e.2|-2.0 ] ~1.5 18f 2 3| s3] @] - | 7.3 18lis]| 7.1l-2.2 lisr.oliezl 5.9 &
1-19 5.6f - | 3} 21 9.1 0.8} ¢.9) - | -2.¢ 53|15~} ol ~]-6.9 sjagl - - | et.8] -~} -1~
Mooncoin 11-20 25.1) - L 1l &l 9.4 2.4 5.9 - -1.6 8| 2| 21} ~ 1l - ~7.9 8| &f - - 33,91 - - i -
(Silverspring) 21-END | 20.9; - | 7| &f 11.9] 2.8| V.4f -~ | -0.7 23] 1} 3z~ | 5{ -] -s.8 23 & - - | 534 -} ~1{-
Lo. Kitkenny MONTH | 49.8] 83l17{12| 10.1] 2.0] 6.1} - -2.4 s{ef 11 ~| & ~{ -7.9 18l2gl - - 11839} -1 - | -
1~10 15.8) - [ 2 2f 8.6] 0.7 4.6/ - | -6 s|3li2l-| ol-|-8.0 s{8 - - | es.0} -~ | 2.7} -
Ballinamore 11-20 | 49.4f ~ |10} 7§ 8.4] 1.8] s.1| - -2.0 11} 2] 18§ - ol -§ -9.8 11| &f -~ - | 3] -1 a] -
Co. Leitrim 21-enp | 24.7) - | 8] s} 11.8f 1.e] &.4] - -1.8 23] 3| 27} - 3} - -7.5 23| 8] - - | 52.5] - | 2.8] ~
roNTH | B9.9|13eleolia] 9.31 1.6] s.4] - 2.0 11 8yssl -1 af -1 58 11|zl - - |i54.6] - | 3.2| -
1-10 7.7 -t 21 1] &7} -0.3] <2 - | 2.9  a{siz| -1 of ~| -r.9 alio| - - - -1 -1~
Ardee 11-20 | 47.7) - | B} 7| 8.6 2.1} &3] - {-2.3 gl 217 -] of - | -7.2 8} 5 - - - f-1 -1~
(Boharnamoe) 21-gxn | 13.8) - | 7| §{ 13.0| =2.0] 7.8 - d -1 zzl 3zt~ 7 -] -4.6 zal T - - - -] -1-
Lo. Louth MONTH | es.2l130f17|13] 0.1 .2] B.7] - -2.9 airaf &7 - | 8 - | -1.9 ajz2| - - - - I

NDTES OM THE TRELES N JRANUARY ISSUE




TRBLE | (CONTINUED) APRIL 1985
BRIGHT
RQINFQLL (rnm) TEHPEEHTURE (’C) SUNSHINE HIND
HIR GROUND Soil (10cm) o
— N T [N
@ w w| E
0 = o @ ~ D
= = 3 - alE
&® = & = o -
b & = € fuw] .
STATION PERIOD " R & wl olwl@ 2 wlu (w|> |22
£ ja . Ll = [uel e TlESIE 5|8 |8 gl » |wgl® [Bla (@
5 C tp e | = - o g5 ¥ E |ew|& jee |k el 25 : [ eI o
& jyi=ix| g g & |2 wlE Qg Y 9oy wi®l €8 |2} 8 |¥ta (Bi¥
L iz i§i5 @ ga)| = = 1E e fw & | =z @ |5< g |9 |3~
« o e bis = = iy ] o Lftad bertad & & = o o = =
e fw i | & g & Lz g |Epl e &> w = I LTl & w o -
a |= . L 5 X = 0Dl |Oolo | 3 X i 5 [ o T I fw
Ty W ul i EE| o a |wa et & L ael| o [ o
i 13 = = b ol 3 O 1Al =2 | e | o = [ - pa Z |alta
=
1-18 2.6 - | 20 1} 9.7f -n.a] 48] - | -2.1 ai 8} 1ef -1 1] -} -8.8 4| 8] -~ - | e9.7} - | 3.7] ~| -
Baliinrobe ti-20 | 32.0f - | 91 1} 9.0 2.3] 5.8/ - 3.7 wi a9 - o] -1 -9.1 11| & - ~ | Ba.2} - | 4.4 | -
{Creagh) 21-EM3 | 48.7| - | 9} 9} 1.0} 3.1 7.0l - | -0.¢ 23 tl30l -~ | B -] 6.6 23 7| - - | sa,9f - | z.3] -] -
Co. Mayo MoNTH | 88.3[1z7|20]17] 9.9 1.8 s.8] ~ | -3.7 mfujes| -1 4 -1 9.0 1rj21] - - |iss.e| - | 3.8y - a®
1~10 4.3 - | ¢l 21 8.8 1.9 4.9 -~ | -1.4 4l 3t 14] - | 9] ~{ ~6.2 4| 8l 7.0] - | 76.3| - | 5.8] 2] -
Belmullet e 11-20 | 44.9( - || 9} 9.1p 3.2 e ~ =2 wllat-] 8] -tz n1l 3 7.8 - | s2.3 -] 7.5] 5 -
Co. Mayo 21-END | 46.8] ~ | 7] 5| 10.4] 3.4 6.9 - 0.5 22{ofjas -] 2| ~-f-5.¢ =22{s| 8.9 - |eé.al -]|s.8] ¢f -
MouTH | 96.0f1e9{21 16| 9.4] 2.8] &.0|-2.7 | -2.v 1) ¢ &3] 65] 2] ~ | -6.2 1ihe} 7.9]-1.7 hiso.o|iof .71t eo
I-10 2.8 - J 1l 9.1 0.2] 4.6 - F 1.5 4|l el 1a] -1 ] -] .6 s8] 5.3 - |ss.9l -1} -
Claremorris ] 11-20 37.71 - | 9} 7| s8.5] 1.8l s - 2.1 1] 1| 18| ~ o] - | 5.4 11} &) &.2] - 27.6] - | 5.3} 3} -
Co. Mayo 21-END | 38.4] -~ | 9} 7] 0.8 2.3] 6.3 - | -0.2 23} 2| 2| ~§ 3] -1 -5.8 =27lel 7.6] - | 5.7 -1 a.7] al -
MONTH | 76.2]127{19}15] 9.4] 1.3] B.4]-2.8 | 2.1 1] 9| 54] 421 3 ~ | 6.0  Siz0) e.4]-2.3 1137.2] 98] 4.9] el 4o
1-19 4.3 - 121 1| e.8f o.2] 45] - | -2.0 abej 13l -] ofj-1-5.9 &} al - - 7.5 -] 2.3 -] -
Glenamoy 11-20 so.el ~ {9 &4 9.1 2.7) 8.9 -~ | -1.e nujp1l -1 ol -1 -5 11}z - - | 36.2] ~ | a.9] - -
Co. Mayo 21-gn0 | Sb.40 ~ | 8] 7] wa | 2.5i WA o~ | ~p.9 28] 1{n/al -~ insR) - | -4.5 22| 51 - - | s%.2} - | 5.8 -} -
MONTH [131.301148{19{14] n/R 1.ef wa | - 2.0 4i alpal - p) - 1 5.9 efrel - - {166.9] - | 3.9] -|u/R
1-10 5.7 -1 5] 38 7.7] 0.1 3.9 - | -3.0 sfa] 9i-~-} ol-1| 6.8 g7 - - ls9.8y - - ] -
flunsany -0 | 1.7~ p 9l M .9l 1.5) a7 -~ | -2.7 8| 2l 12y -} ol -] -7.3 aef 2] - - tazaal -4 -1~ -
(Grange) 21-EMD | 13.6f ~ | 5| &f 15.6] 1.9} e.8] - | -z.2 23| 3 =} -] 5]~ -5.2 23} - - teos] -t ~| - -
Lo. Meath MONTH | 71.0]12a19)14) 9.1] 1.2] s.i) - -3.0 5|9 530~} s -|-7.3 1siig] - - tigz.5] - - | ~| -
i-10 6.4 - [ 2 2f 8.4] 6.5/ 4.4} -~ | ~1.8 ajaf12l~{ 0} -~]-g.8 abs] a9 - | 7.3 -] asl 2| -
Clones e 11-20 56,5 -~ | 91 8] &.0f 1.8] 4.9} =~ -1.7  11] 2| 14] - of -~ ~-s.1 11| 5] 5.7 - 30.t§ - | 5.0} 2] -
{o. Monaghen 21-enp L 178 - | ) 6] 11.2) 2.2 6.7 - 0.8 25 0] 29] - 4] - | 4.5 2&{ 7 7.7 - |28~} e} 2] -
MONTH | eo.z|151 18116} 9.2f t.5] 5.3]-2.4 1 -1.8 4] 6] 54| 44} &} - | ~9.1 11|20l e.1|-2.5 [153.4l109] a.6| 7] am
1-10 8.7 ~ 12y 0| 8.6} 0.1 4.4 - | ~3.0 st 13 -} o ~-{~0.2 78 5.9 - |ezsi-]|z2 1]-
Birr g 17-20 | 44.13 - | of 6| 9.0] 1.50 &.2| - | -5.3 |2l 7 -1 8f -~} 9.1 1!zl e - |m.el -] zz 2 -
Co. OFfaly 21-END | 10.6] - | &} 3| 1.6} 2.4] 71.0{ -~ -1.2  23f 1] 32 -] sf -~} 7.1 22 8 9.4] - |s558|~-12z29 2| -
mMonTH | SS.ef10r{14f 9 9.7| 1.3} 5.5{-2.& | -3.3 11} 8] &%) 451 5} - |-10.2  1hiel 7.3|-2.1 liso.elioz! 3.9 sioam
MRRCH 1986 ERRATA 1-16 | z0.8) - | of 3] @.1] o.6] 4.3] - | -6.8  2f 3l 16l - | 1 - {-1e.1 2l 7 szl - | az0f - | 5.4 2l -
Clones e
Co. lMeneghsn MONTH | 97.31187i24178] ©.9] 1.8 5.3|-0.3 | -b.8 2] & 62] 79| 2} - j-14.% 2{16| 4.8]-0.8 {118.9]123] &.3]15] 32




TABLE 1 (CONTINUED) AFRIL 1986
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TABLE 2 GLOBAL RADTATION
AMOUNT
STATION PERIOD [“Uﬁnz
1-10 162.60
Malin Head 11-20 104.50
Co. Donegal 21-end 157.17
Month 424,27
1-10 125.78
Dublin Airport 11-20 92.17
Co. Dublin 21-end 158.69
Month 376.64
Cahirciveen 1;:;2 158.44
{valentia Obs.) 130.02
Co. Kerr 21-end 173.11
0. Rerry Month 461.57
1-10 135.18
KiTkenny 11-20 105.97
Co. Kilkenny 2l-end 161.12
Month 4Q02.27
1-10¢ 149.44
Belmullet 11-20 117.21
Co. Mayo 21-end 138.73
‘Month 405.38
1-10 1359.13
Clones 11-20 94.62
Co. Monaghan 21-end 135.98
Month 369.73
1-10 130.75
Birr 11-20 96.54
Co. Offaly 21-end 152.18
Month 379.47

Motes on the tables in January issue

TABLE 3 POTENTIAL EVAPOTRANSPIRATION {P.E.) AND SOIL MOISTURE
PLE.(mm) SOIL MOISTURE (mm)
STATION PERIOD Amount beficit [Accumulated Surplus
Deficit
1-10 17.4 10 10 -
Carlow 11-22 10.5 - 0 32
{0ak Park) 23-end 16.2 12 12 _
Co. Carlow Month 441 - - -
1-10 12.4 5 5 -
Kinsealy 11-20 11.4 - 0 19
Co. Dublin 21-end 17.0 7 7 -
Month 40.8 - - -
Cahirciveen 1}:;8 8.7 5 5 -
{Valentia Obs.) 18.3 - 0 22
Co. Kerry 21-end 15.0 - 0 22
: Month 42.0 - - -
3-10 7.9 7 7 -
Ballinamore 11-20 14.6 - 0 35
Co. Leitrim 2l-end 15.7 - 0 g
Month 38.2 - - -
1-10 15.0 11 11 -
Glenamoy 11-20 8.4 - 0 42
Co. Mayo Z21-end 9.7 - 0 47
Month 33.1 - - -
1-1¢ 12.7 6 6 -
Johnstown Castle 11-21 19.3 - 0 27
Co. Wexford 22-end 10.0 3 3 -
Month 42.0 - - -
TABLE 4 SOIL CLIMATE (MULLINGAR)
MEAN TEPPERATU@E TEMPERATURE SOIL WATER POTENTIAL (hPa}
BARE SOIL TYPE PERIOD (2 at 1 GRADIENT (at deaths)
Max. |[Daily | Min. | (to 200mm) 75mm 200mm
1-10 6.8 4,7 3.1 j+0.1 N/A 65
Peat 11-20 7.1 5.6 3.8 |+0.1 N/A 65
21-end 10.0 7.8 5.4 1-0.3 N/A 63
Mineral 1-10 7.9 | 4.9 ] 2.3 {+0.2 N/A 81
11-20 8.2 5.7 3.7 {-0.1 N/A 87
2l-end 11.4 8.0 5.2 1-0.4 N/A 78
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special opic

THE COLD SPRING SEASON OF 1986

Weather conditions vary from yvear to year. Rarely if ever do they follow the climatological
norm. The very cold conditions during the first four months of 1986 were particularly difficult,
not only because of the unusually persistent cold spell but also because such harsh conditions
succeeded one of the wettest summers in recent memory. The resultant scarcity and poor state
of cattle fodder, e.g. hay and silage, led to much stress on animals over winter and spring,
especially as the anomalously cold conditions continued throughout April.

The figure below shows the five-day mean soil temperatures at 100mm depth during the period
January to April 1986 at Birr. These can be compared to the long term average values. From
the average trace it can be seen that following the minimum soil temperature in January and
early February a recovery takes place in subsequent months. In particular the 6°C soil
temperature corresponding to the start of grass growth is normally reached about mid-March.

The soil temperature in January 1986 was below average at the beginning of the year. A warm
spell set in after the first week and for the next two weeks temperatures were above normal
{8-22 Jan). A long cold spell set in which progressively became more intense during February.
The coldest conditions occurred in the final days of February and the first days of March, and
there was a slow recovery subsequently., A second warm spell occurred during the middle
two-week period, 4-16 March, at which time the conditions for the beginning of grass growth
were a little ahead of average. The warm spell was short-lived, however, and a late cold spell
set in again interrupting growth. As April unfolded the cold spell became persistent. Instead of
the normal recovery in soil temperatures one expects with the increasing length of day, values
remained low so that little or no grass growth occurred. With the onset of mild air during the
last ten davs of April a recovery was made in soil temperatures, although they were still
below normal at the end of the month.

Because of the relationship between temperature and plant growth, degree day accumulations
are also useful to help quantify the accumulated energy of a season. For values of degree-day
accumulations at Birr, base (.0%C, the persistent cold weather represented a loss of 29 days
over the period November 1 to April 27. From January 1 to April 27 the loss was 24 days and
from February 1 the loss corresponded to 21 days behind the average year.

T Keane
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