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Message from Jim Mitchell TD
(Minister for Communications)

As far as most people are concerned, the Meteorological Service begins and ends with the daily weather

forecasts disseminated by the various communications media, helping us al l  to plan our everyday

business, domestic and leisure activi t ies. This, however) represents only a small  part of the activi ty

o f  the  Serv ice .
Even in terms of forecasting, a wide range of very detai led and special ised information is rnade

available bv the Service on an ongoing basis to industry, agriculture, civi l  aviat ion, shipping and the

construction trade, information without which these businesses would f ind i t  almost impossible to
plan and function effect ively.

Furthermore, the service carries out upper-air and geophysical observations, research into climatology,

l iaises and shares information with foreign meteorological administrat ions, and trains i ts own staff

to the standards needed to operate the comprehensive up-to-date meteorological service that a modern

nation requires.
This entire operation involves approximately 300 people located at the Meteorological OfTice's

headquarters at Glasnevin, and at airports and other strategic and often lonely outposts throughout
the country. The Service is attached to the Department of Communications and in f lct accounts for

approximately one-f i l th of that Department's total staff  complement.
f t  is t i r t ing that the Service's 5Oth Anr.r iversarv be properly honoured and appropriate too that the

opporrunitv be taken to warmly congratulate the members of the Service and pa-v tr ibute to their

work and achievements over the years. I  do so with a heart and a half.  Well  done and thank you

to al l  who har,e served in the Meteorological Service over the past 50 years. Cor.rgratulat ions on your

Golden Jubi lee and may your high standards of service continue in the years to come.
I hope that the publication of this book wil l  result in a wider recognit ion of the undoubted value

of the Meteorological Service to the community in the past and an ever more important contr ibution
in the future.

'.7;
. f ' - - - - f

Jim A{ i tchel l  T.D.
Minister tbr Cornmunications





Editorial preface
The 50th anniversary of the establishment of rhe Irish Meteorological Service is being marked by
a number of activities such as exhibitions, open days and social functions. In addition, it was considered
that this was an appropriate occasion for the publication ofa review ofthe Service and its evolution
over the past 50 years. It was felt that such a review, apart from being of historical value, would
serve to increase public awareness of the Service and its work.

The book is divided into three sections; the first deals with the history of the Service and with
international meteorology and the second describes the current functions of the Service. 

'fhe 
third

section, written by present and retired members of the Service, is a miscellany of personal reminiscences
and of articles on various aspects of meteorology in Ireland and on some of the activities of the Servrce,
past and present.

No attempt has been made at a rigid standardization of the material received lrom contributors;
it is believed that the resulting wide variation in the style ofpresenration in the various articles enhances
the originality and readability of the book.
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