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Last week, Monday 25 June, the National Library of Ireland (NLI) announced that Dr Sandra Collins, formerly the 
Director of the Digital Repository of Ireland (DRI) at the Royal Irish Academy, will be taking up the role of Director. The 
appointment will be effective as of 31 July, of this year, and here tenure will last until 2020.

Paul Shovlin, board member at the NLI, had the following to say, in welcome to Dr Collins: “Her experience and interest 
in digital preservation in particular is of huge importance as the Library is particularly engaged in the digitisation of 
records … With the decade of commemoration now underway and with 1916 commemorations just around the 
corner, her leadership, expertise and skills will be hugely valuable.”

National Library of Ireland announce new Director

Ibec has called for a pay deal that meets the “broad needs of the country”.

Last week, they released the findings of their latest survey of 400 private companies. 39% of the respondent companies 
said that they were not in a position to offer pay-rises this year. Of the remaining 61%, median pay increases were 2%.
Danny McCoy, Ibec’s CEO, made a statement on the findings, in which he acknowledged the sacrifice that public 
sector workers made in order to contribute to Ireland’s recovery. He continued, “however, the across-the-board pay 
awards in the new agreement puts the public sector at odds with the reality of the private sector”. He noted that this 
could “create unrealistic wage expectations in areas of the private sector that remain under severe pressure”.
Finally, he said: “Despite positive economic news, the number of private sector employers in a position to award 
pay increases this year has not changed since last November … The country is back on a solid growth path, but the 
recovery cannot be taken for granted.”

In addition, Fine Gael Senator for Cork North Central and the Party’s Spokesperson for Health in the Seanad, Colm 
Burke has noted that “frontline workers” such as teachers and health workers have seen some of the greatest pay 
reductions, and he urges consideration of those working in Health and Education when looking at pay increases 
across the board.

In a statement made just as talks between the Government and trade unions finished up, he said: “A combination of 
modest annual wage increases supported by annual tax cuts is the best way of putting extra money into people’s pay 
packets without putting future growth at risk.  With the right mix of policies we can enjoy steady growth and rising 
income levels for the next decade.”

Dáil Éireann, Seanad Éireann, and all Parliamentary meetings will be adjourned 
until next week, Tuesday 09 June, 2015.

Oireachtas Update

Pay-deal criticism comes from both Ibec and Fine Gael’s Senator 
Burke
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Last Friday, 29 May, the Irish chapter of the British and Irish Trading Alliance (BITA) was launched at the British Embassy, 
Dublin.

BITA, a non-profit organisation, aims to help its members build relationships, network, as well as running educational 
and social events in both the UK and Ireland.

The British ambassador to Ireland, Dominick Chilcott welcomed the establishment of an Irish chapter, and said: “British 
and Irish trade is growing strongly, reflecting the vigour of our economies. British SMEs often start exporting by selling 
their goods and services to Ireland, a close neighbour and an excellent proving ground. And the same is true for Irish 
companies in reverse.”

The Irish chapter is chaired by MCM Insurance’s Eugene Nelson. Colin Ahern, Mary Coughlan, and Justice McInerney 
will also sit on the Irish Board.

Courts to make decision over Dáil privilege today 
Art.15, s.8 of Bunreacht na hÉireann states that “Sittings of each House of the Oireachtas shall be public”.

Section 12 states that “All official reports and publications of the Oireachtas or of either House thereof and utterances 
made in either House wherever published shall be privileged”.

Finally, s.13, “The members of each House of the Oireachtas shall … not, in respect of any utterance in either House, be 
amenable to any court or any authority other than the House itself.”

Amidst the focus over comments made by Catherine Murphy TD in the Dail regarding Denis O Brien and published on 
the Oireachtas website in the  transcript of debates, a number of media organisations will today ask the High Court to 
clarify the extent to which they are constrained from reporting on the Dail debate as a consequence of an injunction 
secured by Mr O Brien against RTE.

€91m to go to housing investment
On Thursday 28 May, Alan Kelly TD, Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, and Paudie 
Coffey TD, Minister of State for Housing and Planning made a joint announcement regarding €91m funding that they 
would be committing to housing investment.

€20m of this will go towards refurbishment of over 1,000 vacant social housing units. Priority for these refurbished 
houses will go to families who are at risk of homelessness, a hot-button issue at the moment. This comes as the Irish 
Council for Social Housing (ISCH) released (01 June) figures which show that 1.550 families that are on waiting lists for 
social housing were provided with homes by non-profit housing associations last year.

€50.5 is to be made available to fund the adaption of private houses for older people, and those with disabilities. The 
money will be used to create greater ease-of-access for those with reduced mobility or special needs within their own, 
private homes. In addition to this, a further €11m will be used for housing adaptions and extensions of local authority 
houses, for those with disabilities, and for houses which are overcrowded.

Finally, Minister Kelly has announced that €20m will go towards the improvement of local authority housing to ensure 
that they are more energy efficient. At the announcement, Minister Kelly said that this increase in funding would 
“significantly improve the quality of life of many people across Ireland”. He also stressed that the refurbishment of 
housing for those at risk of homelessness was very important, and he would like to see the 1,000 units “come back 
on stream as quickly as possible”.

Minister Coffey added: “This funding is part of a huge Government commitment to housing and improving the quality 
of life of those who are dependent on the system of public housing.”
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BITA’s Irish chapter launches
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PAI Blog

Ireland’s Offshore Wind Resources
read Brian Britton’s article here

Delivering Better Regulation at EU 
Level

read Tom Ferris’s article here

DNA sampling of convicted criminals 
and the DNA database

read Maureen O’Sullivan’s article here

Junior Cert reform: a practitioner’s 
perspective

read Moira Leydon’s article here

Rent Certainty versus Rent Supply
read Stephen Faughnan’s article here

European Commission forecasts 
continuing economic growth in 

Ireland
read Tom Ferris’s article here

Weave Your Own Future

Policy is no longer just about setting rules  
and enforcing them. It involves weaving the 
future from a number of strands, such as 
economics, finance, law, politics, social  
science and communications. Policy leaders 
must be comfortable in all these areas.

DCU is offering an interdisciplinary course  
designed to suit the needs of a new  
generation of policy-makers.

Active-learning comes from our use of case  
analyses and working in teams on real-world  
policy problems. External Speakers bring 
their experiences and enable you to build 
networks. 
 
You’ll combine new skills with a  
methodological rigour to tackle society’s 
more nuanced and complex challenges. 

We welcome applicants from all professional  
and disciplinary backgrounds interested in  
rewarding policy-related roles in public,  
commercial and civil-society sectors.

Modules include:
• Public Policy Analysis
• Research Design and Evaluation 
• Quantitative Methods for Policy-Making
• Policy Communication and Leadership
• Law, Philosophy and Public Policy
• Policy Challenges
• Delivering Performance Excellence

For more information,  
contact Dr. Eoin O’Malley: 
E   eoin.omalley@dcu.ie 
W  www.dcu.ie

Dublin City University 
Ireland’s University of Enterprise

MSc in Public Policy

http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/news/1769-ireland-s-offshore-wind-resources
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/news/1765-delivering-better-regulation-at-eu-level
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/news/1763-dna-sampling-of-convicted-criminals-and-the-dna-database
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/news/1762-junior-cert-reform-a-practitioner-s-perspective
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/news/1761-rent-certainty-versus-rent-supply
http://www.publicaffairsireland.com/news/1759-european-commission-forecasts-continuing-economic-growth-in-ireland


OIREACHTAS SCHEDULE: WEEK BEGINNING JUNE 01 2015

Tuesday 02 June

The Dáil will not be in session.

DÁIL

SEANAD

Tuesday 02 June

The Seanad will also be 
adjourned until next week.

Wednesday 03 June

The Dáil will not be in session.

Thursday 04 June

The Dáil will not be in session.

 Wednesday 03 June

The Seanad will not be in session.

       Thursday 04 June

The Seanad will not be in session.
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   Tuesday 02 June Wednesday 03 June Thursday 04 June 

There will be no parliamentary 
meetings this week.

There will be no parliamentary meetings this 
week.

There will be no parliamentary meetings 
this week.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
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Public Aff airs Ireland

The Regulation 
of Lobbying Act 

2015 

What are the implications for 
political lobbying in Ireland ?

Thursday , 25th June 2015 

The Westin Hotel

Dublin 2
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