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Glossary of Abbreviations and Acronyms 
 

CCTV         Closed Circuit Television 

CPR           Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation  

EFR           Emergency First Responder 

MFV           Motorised Fishing Vessel 

MRCC        Marine Rescue Co-ordination Centre 

MV             Motor Vessel 

RNLI          Royal National Lifeboat Institution 
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1. SUMMARY 
 
1.1       As the berthing crew were preparing to dock the ‘MV Stena Nordica’ at 

approximately 03.40 hrs on the 17th May 2019, they noticed a man passing by No. 
3 berth. He seemed unsteady on his feet and informed the berthing crew he was 
going to the ‘MFV Ellie Adhamh’. The man was then seen to proceed towards No. 
4 berth where that vessel was moored.  

 
1.2       The last line came ashore from the ‘MV Stena Nordica’ at approximately 03.55 

hrs. A member of the berthing party then went to check to see if the man was 
alright. As he approached the ‘MFV Ellie Adhamh’ he heard a noise coming from 
between the vessel and the quay wall. The other members of the berthing crew 
arrived and located the Casualty face down in the water. 

 
1.3       The berthing crew then contacted the Duty Port Controller who contacted the 

emergency services. The ‘MV Stena Nordica’ launched its rescue boat and they 
recovered the Casualty. They then landed him at the Lifeboat Station but despite 
medical intervention the Casualty did not survive. 
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4



FACTUAL INFORMATION

5

2. FACTUAL INFORMATION

2.1 The Vessel

           Name: ‘MFV Ellie Adhamh’. 

           Type of Vessel: Fishing Trawler. 

           Flag: Irish. 

           Port of Registry: Wexford. 

           Port Letters and Number:  WD206. 

           IMO Number:

           Call Sign:

           Length:

           Beam:

           Gross Tonnage:

           Year:

           Registered Owners: 

9299238. 

EI5736. 

21.98 m. 

7.5 m. 

230 Tonne. 

2004. 

R&E Fish Ltd, Tacumshane, Co. Wexford. 

2.2       Voyage Details 

           ‘MFV Ellie Adhamh’ arrived at Rosslare Europort on the 17th May 2019 and 
finished landing fish at 12.00 hrs. The vessel was secured alongside No. 4 berth 
and the rest of the crew left at 15.30 hrs leaving the Casualty alone on the 
trawler. The vessel was due a survey by the Marine Survey Office on the afternoon 
of the 21st of May and so remained on the berth over the weekend. 

2.3       Marine Incident Information 

           Type: Very serious marine casualty resulting in a fatality. 

           Date: 19th May 2019. 

           Time: 03.50 hrs. 

           Position: No. 4 berth Rosslare Europort. 

           Weather: Cloudy and dry overnight.  
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           Temperature:        10 to 11 degrees Celsius.  

           Wind:                   Light to moderate north-westerly breeze, Beaufort force 3 
occasionally force 4 (mean wind speed 6 to 11 knots) with 
occasional gusts up to 14 knots.  

           Visibility:              Good (greater than 10 nautical miles). 

           Sea State:             Slight or less (significant wave height 0.5 to 1 metre or less).  

           Sea Temperature:  12 degrees Celsius (M5) Good.  
                                        (See Appendix 7.2 report from Met Éireann). 

           Tide:                     Rosslare Europort 19th May 2019. 
                                        LW   00.47 hrs0.58m. 
                                        HW   07.38 hrs2.32m. 

           Source:                  Rosslare Harbour Office. 

 
2.4       Emergency Response 

2.4.1    At 03.58 hrs the Duty Port Controller received a call from a member of the ‘MV 
Stena Nordica’ berthing party to report that a crewmember from the ‘MFV Ellie 
Adhamh’ had fallen into the harbour between the trawler and the quay wall. The 
Duty Port Controller immediately called an ambulance and requested assistance 
through Dublin Marine Rescue Co-ordination Centre (MRCC) from Rosslare Harbour 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) and Rosslare Coast Guard unit. 

2.4.2    At 04.02 hrs the Night Master of the ‘MV Stena Nordica’ received a request from 
port control to launch its rescue boat to assist a person in the water by the ‘MFV 
Ellie Adhamh’. The rescue boat was launched at 04.10 hrs and the Casualty was 
recovered onboard at 04.13 hrs. The rescue boat crew commenced cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) and landed the Casualty at the RNLI Lifeboat station at 04.15 hrs 
where further medical treatment was continued. The ambulance arrived at the 
Lifeboat station at 04.25 hrs and continued treatment.  

2.4.3    Rosslare Coast Guard unit arrived on scene at 04.35 hrs and reported Casualty 
removed by ambulance at 05.13 hrs. 

Cont.FACTUAL INFORMATION
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3.    NARRATIVE 
 
3.1     The Casualty had been instructed by the Skipper before he left the vessel to stay 

onboard and not to go ashore. The safety statement for the vessel states that no 
crewmember should be on board under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

 
3.2     The Casualty was first spotted trying to gain entry to the port at 03.10 hrs by a 

member of the harbour staff. This was in the vicinity of the weighbridge and the 
man was directed out of the freight check-in area. He was last seen in this area 
heading towards the roundabout outside the port at 03.20 hrs. It is unclear how 
or where the Casualty entered the port area. He was next seen by the berthing 
crew preparing to dock the ‘MV Stena Nordica’ at approximately 03.40 hrs as he 
made his way past No. 3 berth. He informed the berthing crew he was ‘going to 
ship, going to bed’ and named the ‘MFV Ellie Adhamh’. The man was then seen 
to proceed towards No. 4 berth where the trawler was berthed. He was then 
seen leaning on a bollard and calling out as if to communicate with someone on 
board. 

 
3.3     As the last line came ashore from the ‘MV Stena Nordica’ a member of the 

berthing party went to check on the Casualty to see if he was alright as they had 
concerns as he seemed unsteady on his feet earlier. The berthing crewmember 
called out but got no reply and then heard a noise coming from between the 
‘MFV Ellie Adhamh’ and the quay wall. The berthing crewmember got a nearby 
life-ring and threw it in the water. The other members of the berthing crew 
arrived and illuminated the space of approximately 1.5 meters between the 
quay wall and the vessel only to see the Casualty face down in the water. The 
Casualty was not wearing any form of personal flotation device (PFD). 

 
3.4     The berthing crew then contacted the Duty Port Controller at 03.58 hrs who 

immediately contacted the emergency services requesting an ambulance, 
Rosslare RNLI Lifeboat and Rosslare Coast Guard unit.  

 
3.5     The Duty Port Controller was then contacted by the Night Master of the ‘MV 

Stena Nordica’ to ask if there was a problem. The ‘MV Stena Nordica’ was 
requested to launch its rescue boat at 04.02 hrs. This was launched at 04.10 hrs 
and the crew recovered the Casualty at 04.13 hrs and commenced CPR 
immediately.  

 
3.6     The Casualty was landed at the RNLI Lifeboat station at 04.15 hrs and treatment 

was continued by members of the lifeboat crew and a local Emergency First 
Responder (EFR). The ambulance arrived on scene at 04.25 hrs but despite 
further medical intervention the Casualty did not survive. 

 
3.7     The mooring lines from the ‘MFV Ellie Adhamh’ to the quay wall would have 

been slackest at time of the incident (see Appendix 7.1 Photographs No. 1 and 
No. 2). Fixed ladders for No. 4 berth had recently been removed and were  

NARRATIVE
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due for replacement. The ‘MFV Ellie Adhamh’ has boarding ladders built in on both 
sides of the main hull (see Appendix 7.1 Photograph No. 3). No gangway or safety 
net were rigged and there is no clear designated access point between the ‘MFV 
Ellie Adhamh’ and the quay wall (see Appendix 7.1 Photographs No. 4 and No. 5).  

 
3.8     The Merchant Shipping (Safety of Fishing Vessels) (15-24 metres) Regulations 2007 

require that a gangway or other suitable means providing an appropriate and safe 
means of boarding the vessel shall be available (Regulation 106). 

 
3.9     The initial postmortem report supplied to the MCIB indicates death was caused by 

drowning, however, this verdict will be determined by the coroner. The 
toxicological analysis in the report indicated a very high level of ethanol in the 
Casualty’s blood. 

Cont.NARRATIVE
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4.     ANALYSIS 
 
4.1     The weather was fine at the time of the incident and had no influence on the 

outcome (see Appendix 7.2 Met Éireann report). 
 
4.2     The Casualty was first sighted at 03.10 hrs at the security gate and appeared to be 

heading towards the roundabout outside the port at 03.20 hrs. The next confirmed 
sighting of the Casualty was at the berthing party hut near No. 3 berth at 03.40 hrs 
(see Appendix 7.3 Plan of Rosslare Europort). At all these sightings the Casualty was 
said to be very unsteady on his feet and appeared to be heavily under the influence 
of alcohol. It is unclear how or where the Casualty entered the port area as the 
CCTV quality is very poor although it helps to confirm times. 

 
4.3     As the Casualty passed by the berthing crew at No. 3 berth the attention of the 

berthing crew was taken by the arrival of the ‘MV Stena Nordica’. As soon as all but 
one of the lines were ashore a member of the berthing crew broke away to check 
on the crewmember heading for the ‘MFV Ellie Adhamh’.  

 
4.4     When the area was illuminated by mobile phone, the Casualty was seen to be face 

down in the water and unresponsive. The Port Controller was contacted who in turn 
contacted the emergency services and requested the ‘MV Stena Nordica’ launch 
their fast rescue craft. 

 
4.5     The reaction time of the Port Control Station and crew of the ‘MV Stena Nordica’ 

in launching the fast rescue boat was as good as could be expected and the Casualty 
was removed from the water 11 minutes after the request to launch. CPR was 
commenced immediately by the fast rescue boat crew. This was continued by RNLI 
crew and a local EFR on arrival at the lifeboat station until the ambulance crew 
arrived at 04.25 hrs. 

 
4.6     The ‘MFV Ellie Adhamh’ was seen to be between 1.5m and 1.8m off the quay wall 

shortly after the incident indicating the ropes were at their slackest at around half 
tide. The close proximity of the ‘MV Stena Nordica’ (Gross tonnage 24,206) 
manoeuvring at the time of the incident most likely had an effect on the vessel 
being drawn out from the quay wall, caused by the large vessel displacing a 
considerable volume of water in a relatively shallow area and possibly the use of 
bow thrusters. The distance between the vessel and the quay wall together with 
the lack of a safe access point would have made the transit from the quay to the 
vessel difficult. Had the Casualty been wearing an automatic PFD it would have 
improved his chance of survival. 

 
4.7     Rosslare Europort has no formal regulations or operating procedures for fishing 

vessels using the port.  
 

ANALYSIS



 
 
4.8     The security plan states access will be denied to anyone who may be a danger to 

themselves or others due to being under the influence of alcohol or drugs. The 
Casualty had been instructed by the Skipper before he left the vessel to stay 
onboard and not to go ashore. The safety statement for the vessel states that no 
crewmember should be on board under the influence of alcohol or drugs. The 
Casualty was directed away from the freight check-in area and was seen to be 
moving away from the port at 03.20 hrs. It is unclear how the Casualty entered the 
port area after that. 
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5.     CONCLUSIONS 
 
5.1     The toxicological analysis report from the postmortem confirms the Casualty was 

under the influence of alcohol and would have been a danger to himself and others 
in the port area at the time of the incident. As per the report on an incident at 
Killybegs on the 14th March 2019 this again highlights the dangers involved when 
attempting to board fishing vessels when under the influence of alcohol. 

 
5.2     Safe means of access to the vessel at all states of tide was not evident.  
 
5.3     No PFD was worn by the Casualty.  
 
5.4     It is likely that there was considerable movement of the vessel due to manoeuvring 

of the ‘MV Stena Nordica’ in close proximity to it. As the much larger vessel went 
astern into its berth it would have caused considerable water flow in the vicinity 
of the ‘MFV Ellie Adhamh’ 

 
5.5     Rosslare Europort does not have bye laws regulating the operation of fishing vessels 

operating within its jurisdiction. 
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6.     SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS 
   
6.1     It is recommended that the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport issue a Marine 

Notice reminding fishing vessel crews of the dangers associated with boarding 
vessels under the influence of alcohol. 

 
6.2    It is recommended that the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport issue a Marine 

Notice reminding fishing vessel owners and skippers of the duty of care to provide 
safe means of access to vessels while in harbour. 

 
6.3     It is recommended that the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport issue a Marine 

Notice reminding fishing vessel crews of the importance of wearing personal 
flotation devices while accessing vessels. 

 
6.4     Rosslare Europort should consider reviewing its operating procedures including bye 

laws and security plans regarding fishing vessel operations in the port. This should 
include movement of crewmembers within the port limits and ensuring the 
perimeter is secure at night and also a suitable location for the berthing of fishing 
vessels. 
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Appendix 7.1  Photographs

Photograph No. 1. Mooring lines from the 'MFV Ellie Adhamh' to the quay wall.

APPENDIX 7.1
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Appendix 7.1  Photographs

Photograph No. 2. Mooring lines from the 'MFV Ellie Adhamh' to the quay wall.

Cont.
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Appendix 7.1  Photographs

Photograph No. 3. Fixed boarding ladders built in on both sides of the hull of the 
'MFV Ellie Adhamh'.

APPENDIX 7.1
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Appendix 7.1  Photographs

Photograph No. 4. No gangway or safety net were rigged and there is no clear 
designated access point between the 'MFV Ellie Adhamh' and the quay wall.
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Appendix 7.1  Photographs

APPENDIX 7.1

Photograph No. 5. No gangway or safety net were rigged and there is no clear 
designated access point between the 'MFV Ellie Adhamh' and the quay wall.
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APPENDIX 7.3
 
 
Appendix 7.3  Plan of Rosslare Europort 
 

Rosslare Europort
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NATURAL JUSTICE - CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
 
 

Section 36 of the Merchant Shipping (Investigation of Marine Casualties) Act, 2000 
requires that: 

‘36      (1) Before publishing a report, the Board shall send a draft of the report or 
sections of the draft report to any person who, in its opinion, is likely to be 
adversely affected by the publishing of the report or sections or, if that person 
be deceased, then such person as appears to the Board best to represent that 
person’s interest. 

          (2) A person to whom the Board sends a draft in accordance with subsection (1) 
may, within a period of 28 days commencing on the date on which the draft is 
sent to the person, or such further period not exceeding 28 days, as the Board 
in its absolute discretion thinks fit, submit to the Board in writing his or her 
observations on the draft. 

          (3) A person to whom a draft has been sent in accordance with subsection (1) may 
apply to the Board for an extension, in accordance with subsection (2), of the 
period in which to submit his or her observations on the draft. 

          (4) Observations submitted to the Board in accordance with subsection (2) shall be 
included in an appendix to the published report, unless the person submitting 
the observations requests in writing that the observations be not published. 

          (5) Where observations are submitted to the Board in accordance with subsection 
(2), the Board may, at its discretion - 

               (a) alter the draft before publication or decide not to do so, or 

               (b) include in the published report such comments on the observations as it 
thinks fit.’ 

The Board reviews and considers all observations received whether published or not 
published in the final report. When the Board considers an observation requires 
amendments to the report that is stated beside the relevant observation. When the Board 
is satisfied that the report has adequately addressed the issue in the observation, then 
the observation is ‘Noted’ without comment or amendment. The Board may make further 
amendments or observations in light of the responses from the Natural Justice process. 

‘Noted’ does not mean that the Board either agrees or disagrees with the observation. 

NATURAL JUSTICE
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8.     NATURAL JUSTICE - CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
 
 
8.1      Correspondence from Harbour Master, Rosslare Europort  

and MCIB response                                                                                          29 
 
 
Note: The names and contact details of the individual respondents have been obscured 
for privacy reasons.

CORRESPONDENCE



29

CORRESPONDENCE 8.1
 
 
Correspondence 8.1  Harbour Master, Rosslare Europort and MCIB response

MCIB 
RESPONSE: 
Noted.
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Correspondence 8.1  Harbour Master, Rosslare Europort and MCIB response

Cont.
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