
Follow HPSC 
PPE Guidance 

for
Staff & Patients

2. STREAMING to  COVID-19 Related
ED Treatment Streams

Emergency Department COVID-19 Streaming Process

?COVID-19 
Requiring admission, but 

not resuscitation 

Adult/Paediatric 
Care Plan

Therapeutic guideline 
for COVID-19

Example of Good 
Pathways of Care

Transfer to 
Appropriate Ward

?COVID-19

Suitable for home or other 
care facility.

See Criteria for patients 
who maybe suitable 

for home care  
& Self Care plan

2. STREAMING to
Non-COVID-19 related 

ED Treatment Streams

ED Triage
Check-in

Agreed Care Pathways
consistent with Pandemic 

response 

Supports for Emergency Medicine Staff: Wellbeing, Mental Health, Self Care

To Appropriate 
Specialty

Ward
Home

?COVID-19 
Emergency

requiring resuscitation

Adult
Resuscitation Plan

Paediatrics
Resuscitation Plan

Respiratory 
Management or 

Guidance by Local & 
National Protocol 

IAEM Guidance

1. ED Pre-Triage Arrival Area with Rapid Assessment & Streaming
(Mini-registration where appropriate see guidelines) Mini registration record

Temporary 
Structure
or Other HSPC: 

Follow PPE 
Guidance

In considering escalation of 
care, the following should 
be considered:
• Pre – existing conditions
• Current Treatment

Goals
• Advance Care Wishes
• Humanitarian

Intervention
• Ethical Considerations
See useful links on page 2

Isolation 
Room 

Structures

• Coroner Advice
• Guidance for funeral directors

https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/c.php?g=679077&p=4848704
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/infectionpreventionandcontrolguidance/ppe/Interim%20Guidance%20for%20use%20of%20PPE%20%20COVID%2019%20v1.0%2017_03_20.pdf
https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/c.php?g=679077&p=4848775
https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/ld.php?content_id=32820788
https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/Covid19V2/intensivecare
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/13ead5-ethical-considerations-relating-to-critical-care-in-the-context-of-c/
http://healthfacilityguidelines.com/ViewPDF/ViewIndexPDF/iHFG_part_d_isolation_rooms
https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/c.php?g=679077&p=4839367
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/funeraldirectorsguidance/
https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/Covid19V2/intensivecare
https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/c.php?g=679077&p=4848780
https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/Covid19V2/respiratory#appendix1%20021
https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/Covid19V2/paediatrics
https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/c.php?g=679077&p=4848780
https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/acute-hospitals-division/drugs-management-programme/
https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/c.php?g=679077&p=4848830
https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/ld.php?content_id=32820788
https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/Covid19V2
https://www.hse.ie/eng/staff/workplace-health-and-wellbeing-unit/home/
https://healthservice.hse.ie/staff/news/coronavirus/staff-minding-your-mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak.html
https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/c.php?g=679077&p=4848828


Useful resources

• Ethical Framework for Decision Making in a Pandemic. An Roinn Slainte / Department of Health 2020

• Alzheimer Europe

• Clinical Guidelines for the management of COVID 19 in Australasian Emergency Departments

• COVID-19 rapid guideline: critical care in adults’ NICE guideline G159

• COVID-19 and Palliative, End of Life and Bereavement Care in Secondary Care Role of the specialty and guidance to aid care

• The Royal College of Emergency Medicine

• Clinical Frailty Scale

• Charlson Comorbidity Index 

• Combined RCoA, Faculty of Intensive Care Medicine, Association of Anaesthetists and Intensive Care Society COVID-19 guidance

• Academy of Medical Royal Colleges COVID-19 resource

• NHS England website 

https://hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/Covid19V2/ethicalgramework
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/Living-with-dementia/COVID-19/COVID-19-and-Ethics
https://acem.org.au/Content-Sources/Advancing-Emergency-Medicine/COVID-19/Resources/Clinical-Guidelines
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng159
https://apmonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-and-Palliative-End-of-Life-and-Bereavement-Care-22-March-2020.pdf
https://www.rcem.ac.uk/RCEM/Quality_Policy/Safety/Covid-19/RCEM/ForProfessionals/Safety/Coronavirus_Covid-19.aspx?hkey=a595bd96-c54f-42ab-a399-21ac96c4c3b9
https://www.bgs.org.uk/sites/default/files/content/attachment/2018-07-05/rockwood_cfs.pdf
https://www.mdcalc.com/charlson-comorbidity-index-cci
https://icmanaesthesiacovid-19.org/
https://www.aomrc.org.uk/covid-19/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/



