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At the beginning of the rrvenrieth ccntur),, a group of 1.e.rrrn people frorri Bclhst
barlclecl togetl.rcr in:rn attcnrpt to bring the provilrcc of Ulster ilto the Irish
Literar:v Revival.'fhey began in rgoz rlith the firtrndation of ap alratcur: clranra
conlpany that l;rter becarne knou,n as the Ulster LiteraryTheatre (ULT).Then
thc,v expanded inro print r,vith Litadh, a literary and critical rnagazine rl-rar
appeared four tinres betrveen Novenrber r9o4 and Septernber rgo5.Although
[.rfudli r.vas urodellcd on w.B.Yeats'rheatrc jour n:is ndtaine a,,d samlmin. it clil
lered from its niodcls itr trvo lvays: it fircusccl on LJlsterr, aud it coverecl a tar rvicler
r:angc of cr.rltural topics than theatrc.Tlre inagazirre. hou,ever, u,-as catrght betrveen
a clisnrissive uniotrism ancl ;r southern lrisli nationalisnr tli:rt disregarded Ulster'.s
spccial circutrtstances.At the titlc of its inception, some critics n'rjsplrderstood
it because of its blatant reqionalisrn. Due to its cultural nation:rlism. r rvitler LJlster
artcliencein r9o4--5.asrvell asNortheurIrishhterarycriticsdr-rr.instheso-ca11ecJ
rcgiorial revi'al of the r94os ancl r95os. clis,rissccl the ,r:ig:rzi're.

ln the past,researchers hlve uscil Lihrl/r as:r rool to assist i1 the str.rd,v of the
ULT.This articlc is tlrc first to e_rarninc the traqazine as l subject in irs orvn
rigl.rt.An idealistir: erercise itr constnrctjve cr:iticisnr ancl cultural propruancla.
L.I/arl/r irreccl tl.re people of Ulster to set asidr- brgorr,v:rnd to r,:rlue both eco-
nonric artrl cultural pttrsttits. in order to t:rke' thcir righttul phce in :rn Irclancl
tl-r;rt etnbr:acccl its regional clitTerences. L)esignc.cl to aclvance thc Ulstcr branch
of the Irish Literary I{evir''al in particular and thc- causc of cultur:rl nation:rlisrr
in scneral, [.,Yadh attempred to erplain Ulster: to its o\\rn people ancl to rhe r:csr
of lrelarrcl. In doit're so,tire ln:rg:rzine helpecl to prorllote a selrse of regional iclen-
titv irr Ulster. Liladh also hciped to instigatc the tr,r,entjcth-ccnturv clebatc q1
Northeln Ireland's scp.rratc resion;rl 1iterar1. and cultural status.

Thc L)trblin-basccl Irish Litcrirry l{evival sparkecl a siniilar cultriral r'ratjolal-
ist nror.enrerrlt ir the North.'Arclrigh', the Antrinr Road hon'rc of pr:otest:rrit

r This paper is based on Iuv I999 MA thcsis.'Expleiring L.,1adli: tire pronrotiol 6f 1:rtional
isill atlcl Regionelisnr in Lllster', s,hicir rvas conrpletcd at rhe Institute of lrish Strrrlies, eucen s

Universitl- llelfast. I rvoLrid like to thank Ms ()phelia llvrnc arcl Mr-[ohn Fair]eish fbr: therr
:tssistarlce u,ith trtv thes'is rcsc-arch, :rs u.e11 :rs Dr Micbat-i Latiin. Dr (lharles Ir.lr McClrath.
and p.trticip:rnts in the UCD C)pert Postgrarlu:rte History Scnrinar. held o1 : r Feb. :oo-:,. fiir
their conltrents on this paper.
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-Beif,rst solicitor: FrancisJoseph Biggcr, scrvctl as the headcluartcrs for a group of
people interestecl in t1-re revival of Irish cultr.rre. Frecluent visitors inclucled poet
Alice N4illigan and futr.rre lnarq/r to the republican cause Roger C:rsenrent.

Alice N4i11igan, a Tvrone*born Protestant, r,r.as tire drivrng frrrce of the levir,.al

in lJlster in the eariv vears.Along rvith poet Ethna Carberl,, she startecl r pr-rb-

lication entitled the S/zal llnVotht in r896.The paper, u,hich lasted three r-ears,

greatly infL-rcnced Milligani voung ncighbour Bulnrer Hobson, u,ho subscribecl

to it rvhile he rvas a stuclent at the Fr:iencls'School in Lisburn.Althougl'r the sub-

scription nrarked hinr out as an ecrcentric at this Quakcr school, Hobson did not
rnincl bcc:rusc the paperr put hjlrr'for the ilrst tir-nc in touch rvith the for:ces that
u'-ere beginning to stil in lrelancl'.'

Recognising thc propaeandist potential of dranr:r, Hobson ancl his fricncl
Davicl Parkhill orq:uriscd thc first procl-rction br.t1're Lllster Branch of the lrish
LiterarvTheatre, the foremnner oithc ULf. in November r9oz,. Shortlv aftcr-
rvards, in earlr. I9o,l . thev established ir propaganrlist orsanisation called the
Protestant National Socien', u'hich providccl a forrnal stnlctrirc tor their etTorts

to rccrnit \.oullq Lllster Pr:otest:lnts to tl-re nationalist movernel)t.: Member:s of
the Societv particip:rtecl in the next recorcled procluction of the tledgling the-
atre colnpanv,rvhich n.as probablv helcl in N4arch of r9o4.+Jl,r.rs, although the
Socie6, '1'racl a brief and unin-rportant lifb'. it attracted a sroup of young people
rvho fosterecl the ULT,'a bod.v u,hich exercised some influence on the cultural
clcveloprrent of the North of Ireland'.,

As lrelandls first r:egional theatrc con1pal1)., the ULT \\.rs thc nrost ilnportant
theatre g5roup of its dav based or-rtside Dublin." Amonq the first piays to be stagecl

by the IJLT, tl'ren calling itself the Ulster llranch of the Irish LiteraryT}reatre,
rl''ere-WB.Ye:r.'s' CathleLtt Ni Houlihan ancl Cieorge Russell's Deirdre .ln r9o4, the
lrish NationalThcatrc Socicty co111p1ained that the Belfast-basecl company had
no right to use its ltrrrner name ancl denranded royalties lor the use of its scripts.-

hr response, the comp:rny changed its name to the Ulster Literar.vTheatre and
began rvritins its owlr plavs. hr Deccnrber r9o4, in kceping rvith its ncw nlall-
clatc. the ULI stagcd the u,or{ of trvo ulster playlvrigl'rts: I/lc Rtfonntrs trv Lervis
Purccll (Davirl Parkhill'-s pseucloryrn) tnd Brian of Ban.lta by Hobson. In the pre-
vious rnonth, tire UUf had launched {.Iladh. x a quarterlv publication.

z Rulrier Hobson. Irclattd yc51afi,11, tmd tlLn.orrau, (Tralee:Arl.i1, r968),p.z. 3 Sanr Llamra Be1l,

rn Tlte tlrc,tttc in (ilster (l)ublin: Gill aud N4acnrjllan. r97z), asserts that the Protestant Nationai
Sociery orsanizerl thc thcatrc company\ first procluction (pp z-j).Thrs Societ1,, horvever, n,:rs

actua11,v establjshed ,lit'r'the iirst prorluction.:rs a rcsponsc to an articie b,v Seumas M:rcM:urus
ach'oc:rtinq the tbrnr:rtior of aYcrung Protestal)t Nation:r1 Part1., publishcd in the United
Irislrn.ian irrJan. r9o,i. 4Bel1,Thtatrt. p. 3. 5 Hobsor. Ireland,p..l. 6 Mark Phr:1am,'The
risc and fall oi thc Lllstcr literarv theatre' (r-urpublishecl MPtril thesis,'I-init1. College Dublin.
199E), p -s.l; Robert Flogan :rndJarncs Kilro1 The modcm lrislt drantd, r'ol. z (l)ublin:l)olnren.
r976), p rzt. 7 Phelrun.'Rise urd Fa11', p.,1.
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Flobson recalled thrt the ruagazine'.s'u.or-kins capit:il consisted of five pounds'

subscribecl by architect I'}arkhill, journalist Jar-nes-Winclcr Goocl, artist John
Canrpbell, nrusic critic'W.B. Il.eynolc1s, and Hobson hintsell: 'We were thc conl-
nrittce in charge rvith llcynolds as editor and (lampbell as m:rttager.'8 ln
arrnotrncrng the advent of Llldtllt., horvever, 'flte L.irtited lrislmmrt listecl both
Reynolds ancl poetJoseph Cempbell as editors.rThe n'ragazinc\ title,'U1aclh'. is

the genitive case of'Ulaiclh', rneaniru Ulster in Irish.As its title suqllestri, Lilatlh's

focus r.ras nleint to be on thc nine northern counties of lreland,but its corttent

betrlyed a clefinite Relfist bias u,ith occasional fora-vs into counties Aritritrr ancl

I)onegal.The nragazine featured a vibrant tnix of essavs, poetr\', artwork. and

clr:rnra, contributeci by jour:nalists, political actir-ists. u ritet's, .rrti\ts, conlposers,

and poets. It ran on the proverbial shoestrine. contributors were llot paid,'o ancl

onl.v a feu, hundred copics of each issue rvere publishecl." Each copy ctrst six-

pcnce, but, as the first editorial pretentior.tslv cJeclarecl.'rve do lx)t ainl at being

sixpcnce-rvorth; r.r.e ainr at bc-ing pricelcss, for honestv and good purpose arc

pricclcss'.'' I)espite an inr:re:rsingl.v positivc response fronr critics, ti/a,/lr frrlded

.rfrcr.r icrr.Tlr. rea.ort. tirr rhe ttt.rgrzirrc'*.lentisc t'cttt..titt tn qttc.li,,tt.
In keeping rvith its con.rr.r'ritnrent to cultural nation:rlisnr, L,r1arl/i provicled a

lbrunr fttr artists. rrolllposers and poets. as u.el1 as essayists.The trtagrzinc's illtts-

trators inclucied sel,eral members of the Ulster Arts Cllub, rvhich began in
Nor,,ernber- I9o2, as part of'the s:unc cultural cluickening'that irrspirecl thc ULT,

and shared mariv of the samc nrerribers.': Illustrator :rnc1 designerJolur Canrpbcll,

rvhosc rvork clisplavecl a ilistinctirre Cleltic stvle, contributed :r tmmlrcr of irnascs

to L)ladl.t. He continned to usc his artistic t:rlelrts to political encls bv procluciug

I postcard for tho nationrlj.st Dnnqannoir (l1r.rbs, n,hich Hobson co-fbundecl jrl

Marcl-r r9o5, and corrtt:ibtrting artrvork to Hobsort's sep:rratist ne\vsplpel: thc

Rcpubli,:,u,irir,-h r:rn fronr I)ecembcr: r9o6 to M:iv I9o7.'r
Three of thc erght N4orrou, brothcrs. the sons of Protestant Belfast p.tiuter

arrd decorator Georse N4orrou,. coutribr,rted lrnrork to L.lladh, r.r,1'rile another

brother, Harrr., contribtrtecl an essar''.The clubs to r.,rhicll they belonged antl thc

pr-rblications to rvhich tlrey subrnittcd u.ork rerflect their natiorralist synlpathies.

Clar:toonists and illustrators Edu,in. Cleorqe (the tuture art eclitor o{ I\lnch),rnd
Nonlan Mor:rorv beiongecl to a litcr:arv club in London, u,hjch rlso irrcluded

Dal11, \61 rcporter llefert Lvnrl anronsst its mcurber-ship. Eclr'r.,in ancl Norntan

also joinecl a London l)uns:utiron Cllub lbunded by contposer Flcrbert Hughes.

8 (]rd. in N4:irqarer N4cHcnry'The Lllster the:rtre in Leland' (unpublishcd PhD tlresis, Uuiversitl,

of Pennsvlvarua, r93 r), p il3. 9 []nil(d lfislunatl. r1 Or:t. r9o.1. p. s.Thele is sottrc cotrfirsiorr

abotrt rlre eclrtorship of tjladh,possibll,clne to thc existertce of an editoriel courrcil. Sec I-Io',

'ThePro;lotionofnltionalisnrurdregionelisurinlJlstc-r'.ppIo-rT. roFortestl\cicl,,l)r.ir'',rle

roarl (Lonclon: F:rbt'r'ard Frber. r94o), p. 39. rr McHerrr-r,,'Ulster'fhcrtre', p.7. rz Illadit t
(Nov. r9o4),p.2. 13Joh;r Hervitt. Arr trt Lllstcr:l (Bc1l:rst: t3lackstail, I977),p.61i. 14'l'heo

Snorldr'-, l)tctbnrtrl, t,f lrish artisrs: zotlt cnturlt (Dublil:\Voltiround, r996), p. io.
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Like canipbcll, the brothers usecl their: artrvork tor political prlrposes. EcJrvin,
George, a,d Norman illustratecl l)u,s:r,non Club postcarcls wl-rile Ge.rge.
Norrrran. ancl :rnorher hrother,Jack, contributecl cartoons to the Rq-lrl.,lic.,i LjlaLllis
:rrtrvork garncrecl criticai praise throughout the nragazinels existencc.,,j

L-ilddh feawred :r nrrtuber of contributions ftom c(nr-rposers, rncluding Hcrbert
Hughes, lvho achieved farnc through his arrangemenrs of traditior-ral Irish fblk
songs, carl Harclebeck,.ur.'ho later bec:unc professor of Mr-rsic at LJpiyer:srty
collcge cork,': and Reynolcls,.uvho u.as knorvn for his rnusical col,rposiriops.
Their essays exanrinecl Irish niusic rvithin tl're u-ider contc\r oiEur-opean clas-
sical ancl folk nrusic.

Lllarlh a.ttracted poetry fronr se'era1 n,ell-knorv, poets of the clar.,, sr,rch as

Joseplr Canrpbell,Alice Milliean (one of orilv t$.o rl,()mcn rvho rvrore fnr Ltlarll),
,4. lncl Padr:ric (lolunr. as u,el1 as inclir.idulls rvho r,r.,ere bettcr knorru,n for other
activities, such as Hobson ar-rcl Good.Thc p.roctrv tencls to clerive fi.orn celtic
lrlyrho]o!a\', as nr Hobson's poern'The J)clLrgc', u,hicfu featlrecl Manlnrral Mac
Lir,'' or firllou, l,hatTerence llrox.n has callccl'the rur:rl, p;rstor:al nrocle of poetry
rvhich tlle lrish n;rtional ntotenrent ancl its rel:rted liter:rry revival confirmed as
Irislr aesthetic orrhode5''.', For insr:rnce. in :r poenr entitled'At the End,, Goocl
recalled'the blue of all the s11ll]n1ers. the qreen of al1 thc springs ,/ And tl,re r,vhite
appie or:c1-rar:cls rvhere, thro'tl're silvcr rain / Hou, sweet the blackbircl singsl,,,,
T1-rc,racazir.-'s poetry rs indicative of its ti,re ancl has,ot agecl u,ell.

c)verall, horvcver, the rnagazine's cast ol contributors. r,vho also inclucled
I3igger:, cascrnent, and Gaelic League activist p.T. McGinlev. u,-as inrpressive. As
sr-rch, L,la,//r representecl one of thc ferv tirnes in lJlster histoly that a nrovelrept
'attracted such a e:rlar1, of talent and in r,vhich nren and \vomen of s6c[ cjir.erse
creeds ancl political vie.,vs u,ere r.rnited in a common purpose ,..,

Politically., thc people rvho estabhshed the ULT and (iladhwere an anomalv
in lleltast. lvhich the irrdustrial revolution had turnecl into a 

,spra.,r,,1ing 
nr:rnu-

facturins centre'rvith a 1ar:ge Protesr:rnt nridclle class r,,u,ho lookecl to Englancl for
cttltural' political, atrcl econonrtLr sustL'nar1cc." TI-re. 'rvcll-meaning band of young
ideaiists'lr'ho procltrcccl Llladlr naively bc'lievc-d that the problcni of secrarianisnr
in Ulster could be concluereci bv'rcrrson ancl enlightcned humanisnr'.Thev orig-
inated'nrosthr in a Presbyter:i:rn dissentinq background, rvitl-i :1 strong politic-al
alleeiance srrerching back to the icleals of the Unitecl Irishr-nenl.: A feu,
Anslicans, Methoclists. and catholics also participated in these tu-o veltures..+

r5 lbid.,pp3.lo-3. r6F.M.Athinsorr.'Alicerarycauserie,,DarraS(Dec.r9o,+),p.z5j,,Uht1h
Nerv llelf:rst Magazi,e ', lrlsl \i'u,.r, 7 Nov. r9o4, p.  .. 17 McHenrr..,'ljlst.. th..tr.,, p. g. rg
[ilttdh t-p. r3. rgTeretri:e Brouar, r\ioirlrr:rn trtices:ptrets.lion L]l.ster (Iiubliri: (]ill anci Macrlillarr.
197-5), p z. zo llladh r, p. rii. zr Davtd Kennedl,'The clranra in Ulster'. in San Harur:r Bcll
(ec1.), The trrts in Lil.sr*'(Lonclo,: Ge orqe c. I{arr;rp. r 95 r), p. -i7. 22 peter K. Mcrvor,,rlee-
iorralisnr irr U-lster: an historical perspective', lr.ish [ ]n.iut:rsit1, [?er:ietu t 3 .t_ (Autnrmr r 9 

g:), p. r ga.
z3HaealMengei,'Alostheritage',Tht:atre lrt,lantl r (Sept.-Dec.r9g:,),p.r9. z4 I).r.othy
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As Stephcn Ciu,ynn, a contemporary rvriter and fi-rture lrisir PariiamentarY Parrv

MP, pointed out, this b:rncl of iclealists'illustrated the truth that llelfast is not all

oFonc or'.rngc ct,lortr'.-'
Although sorrle lrembers of this lJroup supportecl a cultr-rral nationalisnr that

prontotecl lrish languaue, literature, music, and sport as att end in itself, others

sar.v cultt,.a1 nationalism as a step torvarcl the ultirnate politicai goal of an incle-

peldent Irish state.All those iuvolvcd rvith t,Iladlr r,vould have agreed rvith the

sentiments expressecl in iate r9o5, r,vhen Hobson's repr.rblican lriend Patrick

Mc(l:rrtan irrforn'redJoe McGarriry a Clan na Clael orsanizer in An-rerica, that

Lllatllis'prescllt circulation is confinecl to u,ealthy Protestxllts'. and that the ol-rject

of Hobso,\ colleagucs'rvi1l be to bri,g the'r along gradtralll' to natio,:rlisnr'''u

Some, ho-uvever, sar,r, this nationalist-rl as rnerel1, cr-r1tura1, rvhile othcrs, such as

Hobson andJoseph Campbel1, s:rr'v it as political-

As their families ancl eniplol'ers did not xls'1vs agree rvith their- political rT ervs'

some tnembers of the gror,rp submitted thcir r.vork r-rnder psericlonyns.'The-V

hacJ been gaily treacling the path to perclition for scveral years before evcn their

par:ellts knerv r,vho [they] rvere,'noted Dorothy lVlacardlc in the l'i-slr Pnrs-s.'rThe

situation rvas best exemplified in the pages of Lilatlh itself by Lvnd. Using the

pscudonym Riobirrd Ua Fhloinu, he stated in an essay entitlecl'Ancestor-Worship

irl Ulster'that'the unpardonabie sin in the e1'es rlf an Ulster father is tlrat his son

should holcl a diflererrt opinion fiom his orvn', adcling tirat this sin could atTect

one's cn1ployillcnt prospeL-ts.'t 11) light of tiris situation, it is not stirprisine tl'rat

lxiortherni,l,'ll1g rcporterJames\X/rnder (loocl wrote for L,'/adli under the initials

J.W. to cotrccal his iclentiw lionr his lovalist etlrplover'

The eclitorial j1 thc first issuc of [,'l,idlr strcssecl that the rn:rgazine r'r'ou1d be

non-sectarirn alcl r-ron-political. and clescribed its contlibtttors as'mostlv .vou1]g

r1e1, of all sects:uld :rl1 grades of political opinion'.'r'The magazine''s fbctls r'v:rs

on c-ultr-rra1 rather th:ln political n:rtion:rlisnr. clespite the tict that nlany of its

contributols wcre, as plavr,vright Rutherf,rld Mayne put it.'flarning natiorral-

ist[s]'rvho aclvocatecl an inclcpenclcnt Ireland.r'The editori:rl also note<l that the

lragazine rvould bc'run on br:oed prop:rganclist lines', in orcler to tap into'a

st1>ng uldercrlrrent of culture in thc North'.lt concluclecl: 'if it is in our po-uvcr

to ar.vakel tl-re heroes to activity anrl the pcoplc to svttrpatl'rv and 1ife. surcly our

existelrce rvill be justified'.:'
For novelist Forrcst }lcic1, the pages of (-lladli reflectecl'the brraverv of reYolt

- rer.'olt agailst thc tvrepnv of comnrercial tnateri:rlism rvhich rvcighed upon

Macarrlle.'The LIlster l)levers',lri-Vr Pru,-s-i, ro Dec. i93 r. p.6. z5 Stephen Grvl'rur. Irislr l.itt:ta'

tttrc dntl drrlrta in tltc En.qlislt lon.quage (London:Thonlas Nelsoll alld Sot.ts, r93fi), p zo5 Z6

N;rtioral Librarl' of Irelancl (NLI),Joseph N4cCllrritv Papers, MS r 7,457(r)' z7 Macardle'

'Lllster plivers', p. 6. z8 t'rtadh I (Mav i9o,5), pp to-r r' z9 Llhdh t' p 3 30 (ltd' in Sr

Arr.rr,pi. Slr,rnders and A.A. (slh.,Jo.sry/i C,rnrpltrll: pot:t antl nationalisl (Dublin:Wolftourrd'

r988), p. 3o. 3r [.i1arll r. P. 3.
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our l)2rtive city and in tire shador,v of .,vhich rve have a1l beren broughr up,.-r.
Reyrrolcls approached Reicl about contributing to Lllatlh in I)ecenrber r9o4,
shor'l'ering hir:n rvith the first issne of the nragazine, a list of erninent upconrinc
contribntors, and a crash c-ourse on tl-re'Ulster Renaissance'. Despite Reylolcls:
enthusiasnr, Reicl rernainecl unconvinced. writing in r94o, he explained:
'Althoush Irish, I hacl ner''er bcen inter-ested in politics ... hacl never ilistinguishecl
in nrv mrncl betr,r,een north from south,:rnd thc Ulster propaganria dicl not par-
ticularlv appeal to nrc.':: Rcid \\.ent on to point out th:it this'Ulster propa€lan-
da" in contrast to the Northcrn Irish rcsionalism of tire r94os, was iratiqnalist
and'merely rnsisted that Ulster shor.rld pla1, its part in the Irrsh Ilevival,..r+

The Ulster propagarrcla oi Liladlt drilerecl fioru that of Norrhern Irish rcgiol-
alism, best erer.nplificcl bv t1-re rvritings of poetJohn Henitt. in tl'rat rt ernbracecl
Ulster regiortalistn rirrrl Irish nationalisrn. [-t1arl/r.s propegancla 'sor-igl'rt not so nmch
to assert the rndepenclence of Ulstcr. as to cletrne rts rlistinctive cll:rracter rvithil
"the qctrerous circle of rutionalitr,"."; {,i!,ttllt erploled t1-re'rclationship of ccnter
to pcripher,v'ancl arured'to foster a specitrcallr. Ultonian artistic- spirit,.r. Tire
nragazirie s Ulster lirctrs u.'as initiallv problern:rtic ibr sourhern critics.The), fcarecJ
that the tlragazine \v:1s ellcoLrr:lging the clcvei,rprnent oi'a sep:rmtc culture fronr
thc rest of Ireland'.:: Liladlis ernphasis on iur Ulsrer identitr,, horvevcr, \vas n()r
endors'ing sollte sort of r:ulturai scpitratisln but prop-rosins thrt,a natioll is macle
up not onlt of sirnil:rrities but also olregional clitTercnces,.:s

At the sarlle tinle, Lilddlis creators realized that it u.:rs more difficult for the
literarv revivai to take root in Ulster because of the predominance in thc rcgion
of protestantistu, utrionistn, and rampant industrialisr-n.reThc-y recoqljzecl that
Lilster's clitTerenccs rvould require a scpirrate brand of pr:opaganda in orcler to
raise interest in cultural uationrljsm. L'ladlis Ulster focus, couplccl rvith its crir-
ical coverlge of a rvide varielv of cultural actir,.ities, proviclecl this separate brancl
of propagancla.

Each issr-re of tladh tlas nantecf after the traclitional Celtic Gstiv:rl celebrated
itr lhe scason in r,"'1-rrch the mag:rzire appcared.Thlls,thc lirst issue,rvl'rich capre
otrt in Novenrber 19o4, was knorvn as the Sanrhain nurubcr. Its editorial
announced thar'tl'ris tllstcr has its orvn rvav of things ... still kecpine on lrisl,r
lancls" arld thet the Ulster: wey was u,hat the nerv rnagazinc u.apte{ to rliscgss,
infltretrce, direct. ancl itrfortn.+n [t preclictecl that (-]lndh u.oulcl ofltr its reaclcrs a

32 Forrest Reid.'Eishteerr years u'ork: tire Lllster Plar.ers'. T'lte T'iines, Northerl Irel:rnd
Suppler,e'rt.5I)r'c. 19:':,p.r'iii.33r{ertl,p,rrurer,rarl,p.jj.34 lbicl.sceClupterSirof'
Clilliar Mclntosb.Tlte .titrL:e oia.tburt' (Oor:k: (lork LIl.? 1999) tbr a discussion of cultural region_
alisru in Northern IrelrLrd. 35 phclarn,'l\ise and lali', p. a5 36 I-a1r:r E;zabetS r.i,ons.
'Writine in trottbie: Protest, lireratnre;rnd the cukur:rl politics of Lish nationllisnr'(tinpLrb-
lishedPhL)thesis,Llriver:sit1'ofTeras:rtAustin,r993),p.1o.37Atkinsorr.l)arafi,p.:_s3.
38 ljons,'Wrirrnsintroublc',p 37, 39N,lclvor,,lteeionalisrnir.rUlster,.p. tS4. 4otilttdh
r!p. r.
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far r,vider r:inge of cr-rltural topics than just theatre:'as theTheatre is tl're most

essential of all art activjties,:rncl the surest test of a people\ elllotional and intei-
lectual vita1iq,, U/adli starts ollt :1s :r11 organ of thc Tl'reatre, the lJlstel Literarl,

Theatre, trut proposes to be as irrelcvatlt to that lllovement ancl its topies .Ls is

deerned rlecessarv'.+' in an cffort to rcarvakeu and foster lrish cultr-rre in the

North, the rmigazine wts to cover cverything fi-orn Irish rl.ryt}rology- to nriddle-

class ar:chitecture.This ,,,arietv sets the Ulstcr ntagazirre apart frontYeats' con-

temporan. thcatr-e pr-rblic:rtions, rvhich tenclccl to concentrate on'literary :ind aes-

thetical problcnrs'associated r.vith drann,a' aud therebv challenges ErnestA.l3oldls

:rsscrtiorr that Lladlt rnerely'servcd ... the s:ule purpose as Rcltditt( and Sarit/rairr'.+:

ln a revicu, of the first issuc of Llladh rn the Decert-rber r9o4 issue of Dana.

a short-1ived mollthly tnaqaziuc, literary critic F.M.Atkinson pronounced thc-

vclrture '\,ery intercsting ancl higltly sugSestive'. He had rescrr,:ttiotts, hor,vevcr,

about the nragazinc's Ulster fucus.'It is sad to find it positively deciaring that

Ulsterr lteans to fbster e separ:lte cultur-e from the rest of Ireland,'he r,vrote, 1lotillq

thar the islancl harl :r1u,ays bectr ctlrsed by'its dn.isiotrs and factions'.++ Atkinson

:rppears to have missed the point that the m:rg:rzine rvould look at the Ulster

w:ry. while'sti1l keeping otr lrisli lands'.

Critics u,,ith the Bclfast-bascd l'l-sh rVcr.r.,s ancl l)ublin-brserd y'ru Cldidhcdnilr

So/ul"r hacl a bt-ttcr qrip on u,hat lr'larlft \\ras tryiris to achieve.The lrrr/r i\eirrs

cr:itic asscrted:'Litadh nrerits the hcart-v stlpport of all rvho profess ttl har.'e an

interest i1 the intellectual life of lrcl:rncl'. rclclinq th:rt the t'uagazine hatl':i spe-

cial clainr upon the North'.This critic lecoqtrized that the nragazrtrc lr'ou1cl

exarnine Ulsterrvithin a broader Irish fi-at'nerrork at-rd san thellebate over L.iladh's

regionalism as'a rnoot c1r:esti,--rn'.+, Siruilarlr,, thc- revieu' published in,4n
Claidhunlt Solri-s hailecl the trrst issr.re of (;ladlt a,s 'n ttel ancl be:rutiiirl periocl-
jcaf ilinstrating'that rn tl're so-callecl "B1ack Nolth" there :rrc 

"Yoltl1g 
lrish intel-

lects in close conrnruniorr rvith lrelirncl. thinking rucl u,riturg:rnc1 siuging of and

for Irel:urd'.+"
Thc Ulster branch of the iiterar,v revival diflerecl fi:ot'n the L)r,rb1in 111o\remc1lt

in that it lookcd to the regiorl's o\\,tt historl,. not jr.tst'the pc:rsant cr-llture of the
'West', in orclcr to Llltcover its cuitural roots.lr Thus, thror-rghout t,{adlr'.s historV

its contribut()rs scern to have been cng:rged in a searr:h'fcrr thc identit,v of thcr

pnrvince on the basis of a coiluloli lrotioli of its social hrstor:y ancl traditions'.+s

A nurrrber of r:ontributions to the llrst issue ill-rstrate this.

For instauce, an cssilv on'Tl-re SpinningWlreels of ljlster'by engineer and

spinninr rvheel collectorJo}rn tsIonrer olTcrecl rerilcrs :r lessot't in thc social his-

4r Ibid. 4z Hagal Mengcl. SornTltotnpson and ntodcrn draun in 1,1-srcr (Frrankflrrt rn Main:

Pcter Larrg, r986), p. :3. 43 Ernest A.llovLl, Irclanl's L-itcrctrl, Rt:rtatssarr,:c (l)r.rbiin: NLaunsel,

r9 r6), p. i(:q; Conttnpot'd]'J/ dr(ltltd ,tf lrelattd (Dtrblin:'la1bot. r9l8)' p. 12. 44 Atkitrsort' Daira

.17 Mclvor.'llcgionalisrn itr Ulster', p. r S4. 48 Mengel, Ulstcr dwna.p. 21.
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tory of the linen industry.An ai-sling-inspircd essav elltitleLl'The Sleepers of
Aileach'byJoseph canipbell 

'vas 
rootecl in 

'r-rythorogical 
tradition. It urgecl

Caitlin Ni hUallachiin. a symbol of Ireland used bl.yeats iu his pl.iy of dre s:rnre
(anglicizecl) 11:rnre, to rouse the sleeping heroes of ancient Ulster.+rThe essa1.,
rvhich the lri-sl Areu,-s called,a propaeanclist parable,, parallels LlLadtis ou,r,r sr>al
to rouse Ulster into ac-tion for the cause of lrish cultural nationalism.i,,W'ith an
essay on'Art and clulture in Old Belfast', Bigger tappecl into a conrernporrr\r
vielv that the introduction of industry into llclfast'rv:rs:rssociated... not only
u,itl'r the loss of a rnore sraciorls \vav of life, but also u,ith the loss of cultr.rral
idetitity and. bV extcnsion. r,vith tfic loss of patiolaliry itself'.r, Biguer co,rpared
Belfast's crllrrelit state of artistic and cultural dccay u,ith its vibraut statc prior [()
the Industrial Revolution. Hc expressed hope that llelflrst coulcl regain irs prrsi-
tiotr as the'Northct'n Athens':'V/c see glirnnrerines of salr,:rtion il the present
Claclic rcvival artd in tl'rc rrt :rtrtl technical instmction rt prcrsent beinu inrp;rrt-
ed in tht- cin..'i.

In the paees of Llkdlt,Lllster unionists u-erc regulerlv criticized fbr allorvinq
their political viervs to c1ouc1 their cultr-rral r-isior-r. For instance.'Literature alrcl
Politics',:1r1 css;1y in the first issue thrt \vas recenth.rdentrflecl as the rvork of
Belfast-bretl Sc.anrus C)onno111,. the secretarv of t1-re Dubltn-baseclThettre of
Ireland.:: lanrcnted the Uistcr unionists'lack of inter:est in nativc- Irish literatr-u:e :

'Their unionisnt lvas a 1]arro\v aucl barren creecl. rvhich rvould exclucle al1 native
beautY iil art attd literature, because it rvas native.'This attitucle, he conceclecl,
rvas due to'a crlrrent of nationalisrn ... in the literary output of Irelancl of to-
day'. He sugeesteri that things u,erc beginninr to change, noting that,u,ithout
fear of conrprourising therir political opinions, nationalist and unionist are prcp2rr-
irrg to co-operate in rrranv things, :rnd not least in literature, fbr the hol.,lr of
Eire '. In conchrsion, connollv urgecl ulrionists ancl n:ltjolralists to work togeth-
cr'iu ear,estness a,d fervour'to pro*ote cultural ,:rtio,alism.rr

Thc seconcl issue of Lila,/lr, rvhich appeared in February r9o-5, hacl rnore of
an all-lrish {bel r.vith the inclusion of poctry bv paclraic Colr.ul ancl an essay by
Stephen Grvyrrn. In'The Northenr Gael', c}.rynn criticizecl econ.inic boom-
torvn Belflrst for thirrkine itself in aclvance olDr.rblin. rvhich he susscsterl r,r.as
politically and culturally superior. Beh:rst hail rccentlv (and transiently) over-
taken Dublin to becotne the largest ciry* in Irelanc1. I)espite this. Gu-r,11 describcd
l]clf:rst as'a provincial tourr of little intercst. except for those rvho desire to stuclv
:rlrriost extinct tvpes of rclieior.rs bigotry'. Hc encorrr:isetl the so-callcd Northerl
clael. a traclitional ie:der in Irelancl, to overconre bigotry ur order to accerpt.
rather than reject. l-ris lrishness. and to join in the Irish calse: 'If Ljlstcr. or cvel
lle1fast, is finallv clivorced in spirit from Irelancl, it rs a piw of pities: firr Ir:cl:rnd,

49LiLadhr.p.6.5or'l-s/r\Ierrs,7No'..r9o,1,p.,r.5rM.rvor,'Regionahs,rir.rulstcr',p.rx,j
5z Uladlr i,p. r2. 53 Phelarn,'Rise anci1lll',p.2. 54 tilddhr,pp r7-r.\.
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rvantins the hand of the North, u,ill go n-rainrecl; but lJelfast divorced fi-oru

lrcland rvill bc squalid, undignifiecl, atrd contcttrptible.' jj

The third issue of t,/adl1, rvhicl'r appearecl in May I90.5. ittcluded an c.s..tt'

entitled 'The Theatre ancl the Peoplc' jn u.hich Cloocl clefended the ncu' cul-
tural rnovemcnt, rvhich hacl been criticized lor attacking tire clualities tiret con-
tributecl to thc success of Ulster. He explainecl the tnovenretlt \\ias not attack-

ing these clualitics, u'l'rich'arc sood in themsclves', but \\'as att:icking'that
caricature of tirenr that is so complacentl1, accepted:rs the real thing in UIster

today'. (ioocl urged thc people of lJlster to valuc suc.css in uristic endeavours.

as rvell as srlcce ss itr industrv:'Encrg,r,', tenacity, ancl thrift are coilsidcrable c1ual-

ities in thc nraking of a pcople. llut r,vhen thritt verges ()1r n1c:lnlless, u,hen tcnac-

it,v beconres obstinacy, and encrgt- finds its onl1, outlet in a fi'antic stmggle tor
rve:r1th. it is tlne firr those lr,ho carc for lit-e and the bcauq,- and gracioustress of
life to protest.' Clood asserted tl'rat tire ULI r,vas st;rging this protest.

ljlsterls conllectioll to Scotland u,as acknor,vledgccl ur the flrst tlrree issr.tes of
L.I1arl/r. Revnolds cliscussed the inpact of Ulster'.s Scottish and English heritage

on acting in a ULT revierv in the first issr-rc, u4rile in the scconcl lSigger high-
lighted the popularity of Robert Br-rrns'poetry allto11g tttetlbers of :rn eiqh-
reenth-centur.vTemplepatnck lending libraryThe third issue pronrotcd the Scots

conrrection througl'r the ptibhcation of :rn lrish-language tr:rnslation of aJoseph

Cautpbell proenr :rbout the N4acCminrins, the hereditar:1. pipers to the I\4acleods

of Skye.An illustration of a b:rgprper b1'John C)arnpbell acconrpanied the poem.

T'he nragazine nracle 1ro lrention of thc Ulster Scots clialect, thor-rgh tl're ian-

srrase of 'l'he Entlmsittsr, a Lervis Pr-rrccll plav publisirccl in the thircl issue, is rich
rvith Ulster colloqtrialisnrs.

The fourth and firal issr-rc of (il,tdlt. u,hich appeare.l in Septenrber I9o-i,
inclr-rclecl a nostalgic prosc poe111 about r79S bv Biggcr that sought to assert':t

sense of continuity of nationalist cltltut'e'in LJlster."' as rvcll as alt ess:lY by Lyncl

entitied'A Plea for E-rtrernists'. L,vncl cncouraged pcople to edopt a'n'ragnifi-
ccnt :rnd broad-rninded bigotry' ag:rinst English culture , recottrtnencling that

noderation be countereci by an extretne passion fbr culturc 'irt a reall,v lrish
vein', cven if it rvas onl1r'miclclling'. ln liis r.ieu,. nation:rliw shonlcl conre bcfbre

art in order to prepare'the soil in lvhich :r grcirt and clistinct national literature

n'rav flourish nlanlr )'cal:s hetrce'. j;

As c:rn bc seen fiom thc prececling cxantples, certain then-res tvpic:rllt, mn

through tlrc pages of Llladh.These incltided: the cclcbration and cr:itjcisnr of
t}rings tir:rt nraile Uistcr a ulriclue part of lrelancl; :r nostalsia lbr Ulster\ past; the

r-:rlue of cultural pursr.rits, espcciallv those lvith an Irish:Icccnt; and the ncecl {irr
Protc'stants ancl Clatlrolics, 1lo u1:tttclr their politic:il hue, to colllLr together.

SS Llladh z (Feb. r9o5), pp r r-r2. 56 Mclvor,'Regionalisn-r in Lllster', p. r86. 57 Llladh 4
(Sept. r9o5), pp r4-r6.
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Tire cditorial in the final issue o{ L|ladlt ga\re no indication of its imminent
derrrise:'This number ol Lllddl'L ends our first year of publicatiotr.'Wc cau trorv

stanc{ on thc four-cornerecl torver of our vear's builclrng and note the outlook,
fetrospective ancl future.':8 Clearlv. the ec]itors expected the nt:rgazir-re to con-
tinue.A lettcr froru Patrick Mi:C:rrtatt to Joe \4c(iarrity, datecl z3 Deccnrber
r 9o-j, indicates that there werc pi:lns to turn [.iladh tnto a monthlv public:rtion.'''

On the sarnc date, a poet signing lrerself Una (probabl,v Alberta Victoria
Morrtgolnery) rvrotc to Milligan tltat Ltladh had :rccepted her pocm about the

Strangt,rrdLoughfbrthcfirstissueof 19o6.''oHcrncxtletter,of rIJanllary I906,

expressed sulprise that this issue rvas not out \.et. It nevcr appeared.

Mlrgaret N4cHenry has noted that the masazine'clied an earlv clcath due ttr
lack of financi:il sr.rsten:rnce';6' Laur:a Elizabeth L.vons lias cottcttrrecl."'Neither
researcher, hou,ever, cited the solu:cLr oithis inforrnation.The absetrce of advcr-

tising in thc final issue supports thcjr vierrr.

in his ar.rtobiographr,', Reirl parntecl .i slightlv clitterent pictllre of the nr:rga-

zine's delnise. ln late r9o5 Rertl r.r.:rs invitcd to edit Llladh,bvt 'rvls too busy ttt
rinclertakc the proposed tlsk. and Iladli erpired" having run as long a course as

such r.entures usual11, c1o'. He later snspectcd that the nrasazine'pcrishecl large-

ly firr lack oi copv'because nrost oiits contributors, inclucling Reynoicls, Good,
Parkl'rill :rnclJoseph Canrpbell r.,,crc bus)'rvriting pla.vs.As Rcicl hirnself sr-rr-

misccl,'A rnagrzine callnot be rutt on plavs alonc, atrd I don't think anybod.v

exccpt nre was interestcd in other literan. fcrrms."'3 R,v late tgoJ Flobson \vas

probabl,v too br:s.v r'vith f)ungannon Cllub activitics to provide regul:rr copy or
editorial leadership"The irct that the sl'rortest issr-re of Uladft, rvhich contaittcd

on1-v z7 plges of nraterial,r,r.as to be its final jssr.re nray support Reid\ viel:
A revival of Llladlr w21s colrtemplatecl in r9o7.This rvas first announcccl in

the Rcpi.r&1ir, Hobson\ rveeklv newspaper. on I4 FcbrLlary t9o7. C)orrcspotrdence

trom (lascnrel)t to Hobson suegests thirt an ittempt to revivc the ntag.rzinc rvrs

rrade irr the auturnn of t9o7.r'+ In earlyAugust, Casenrent even suburittecl an

ess:ry to (iladh ot thc nc-ecl for:rn Irish ()1-vnrpic tc:ltt.t.'jj A letter clatcd 2.1

C)ctober r9o7 indicatcd that a nerv issue of {ll.adh \\ras no longer in the rvorks.

W}retl'rer fi'om lack of funcls. lack of cop1." or iack of an editor, [-I1adlr rvas c]cacJ.

Fronr the preceiling analvsis of (lladh. it can be seen that this sl'iort-lived but
irnportant m:rg:rzine rvas the creetioll of a gr:oup of relatively ,voru4i, iclealistic,

nriddle class ulstcrmen fr:on'r nrainly (but not erxclusively) protestant back-
grorurds. Inspired b), the rcleals ofWolfe lbnc arrd the ljnitecl Irishmcn, the mem-
bers of this gror-rp shared a conlrritment to thc lrish car-rse tl'ratvaried fr-om sr-rp-

S8 lbid.,p.r.59NLI,N4cGarrityPapcrs,MSr7,457(z).6oNLI,AliceMilliganl?apers,l\4S
5o48. 6r N4cHenr-y,'Lllstcr theatre', p.7. 62 Lyons,'-Writing in trouble', p. 5o. 63 I{eicl.
Pritttta rood,pp 39-4c. 64 NLI,BLrhrer: Hobson l)apers,MS r3.r58. 65 NLI, Hobson Papers,

MS r3,r,59.
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por:t {br cultural nationalism, to hotne ru1e, to outright indcpenclence.As Hobson

optirlistically notecl,'Pt:otestant lrelancl is au'akening to thc fact that its grand-

tathers clreamed a drearn. and its lathers triecl to forget it - but the call of it is

in their: ears.'n6 This grollp. likc tl-re Ur-ritecl Irishnren ancl the Young Irelanclcrs

belore thelr,advocated the fusion of the lrish people - Catholic ancl Pt-otestant.

native lnd ncwconler - into onc nation. Unlikc tl-reir fbreruntters, horvcver,

rvhose 1rail concern rvas Irish iclcntiry-, they aclclressed Ulster's regional iderlti-

t,v lvithin the broadet: Irish context.

This grollp's concerlt ibr cultural 1r:ltionalisl]1, couplcd rvith the overtly

nationalist politics of sorne of its menrbers, rnarkecl them otrt:rs rebels irr lJlster'.

Enthusiastic antl articulate, tl-rey used Liladh as a vehicle fot constructive criti-

cism ancl cultr-rral propaeanda, encoLlragillg thc people of Ulstcr to set aside l:li-
giorrs bigotrv:rnc1 to rraluc both ecorroric and cr.tltural pursuits.in orcler to take

their liehtful place in an Ireland that enrbraced its regiotral ditTerences.

l3y pronrotine this nressage in thc fonn of an artistic qtiartert-h', horvevcr' the

mag,,zine's Lrreators linritecl its appeal to l sn-ral1 rlidclle-class elite.u; L'r additior-r.

the magazine's in:ibilit1, t() attract :1 wider Protcstatrt :rudicnce utav h:rvc been

affected bv tl're upfortunatc timins of its pubiicltion during thc devohrtion crisir

of r9o,1,-5.The nation:l1isr bias of sonre of thc publicatiotrs th:rt ro'iervt--cl {.rladl1.

strch as the lrl.rlr Nkri.,r ancl the (Jtrited lrisl'tnntr, inclic:ite that the tnaglzine rv.Is

preachile to the coltvertecl. [,I/arlll's snrall circulation and nlinoritl' vics-point

ensure.l th:it ultinratelr. it fliled to changc popular opinion in Ulstcr.Ycr. tn rec-

oglizing Ulster's uniclue hcritagc u.ithin l rviclcr Irish natjonaliw. the m.t{-rzit.tc

.1i l succee.l in pronrotinq a resional iclentit1, that sparked a clcbatc on 'the 1it-

erary st2rttls of Ulster ... rvhich contintles to tl-ris clay'''''

1-o1ica111', the Irish Literar v llcvir.al initi:rlly pror-okec1 a conternplation of-

lJlster's distinct liter:rrv anll cr-rltr,rr':t1 position."''Thc founders of tlle ULT and

(.ilatlh rea\ze{ thar it w:ts nrore ditficult tor the literar1, rer''jval to takc root i11

lJlster bcc;rr-rse of the reqiol's Protest:intisnr. Lrttionisnr, atld indtrstrialisnl.r" It't

orcler- to raise interest in the rcvival. thev developccl, through thcir drat'uatic ancl

journalistic ar:tir.,itics, a scparate brlncl of propaganda that took Uistcr's difibr-

ences inro consicleratiolr. Hobson, along rvith several l.iladlr conttibutors (nrost

notablv Goocl ancl Lynd), contittuecl an overth' politicrl form of this propagan-

ch through the activities of the separ::rtist l)r.rrlgannon Clr-rbs and thc Republit:

llewsprper.
t-1rJl,.r-r, a kc1 part of this rcconsicleration of Ulster\ litcrarv arrrl i:u1tura1

sratus. 1 'helperl ro arriculate I distinctively Ulster voicc, rvhich was de(licaleLl

66 -Bulnler Hobsol,'Tl're ner,v Ljlster', Nlalionis/, 3o Nov. I9o5, P. t69. 67 David Kenledy,

'lJlster nnionisnt aud the nerv tratioualisln', rll l{evin ll. Nos'lan (cd ), Tlrc ftlt1kltt.q of 1910

(Dublin: Stationery Otfice. r969), p.75 68 Pht'1arn"1lise ancl la11', p '15 69 Mclvor'
'Regionelisnr tn LIlster', pr. r 8o. 7o Ibid , p. r 84.
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to ir-rterpr:eting tl're North to the rcst of-lrclar-rd,:ind tJlster to itself.';' Iloth t/ladlr

ancJ the ULT raised:lwareness about those aspects of-lJlster culture that difltr-
c1)tiatecl it frorl the other Irish pror.,inccs.7' In praising Irelarlcl for its regional

dir,-ersity and criticising the cultural far:tors thrt prevcntecl Ulster fi'orn support-

ing thc Irisir cultural nationalist llo\relnent. [,I/adlr servecl as a vcliicle to pro-

rnote regiot-r:rlism nnd nationalisrtt.
ljnfortunately,, the ULI and Llladh 'have not alr.vays been recognizecl ... as

the instigators of thc clebate on thc Northis regional literary stattls'.7r For inst:rnce ,

editors of Ulstcr: literarv nragazines that fostered the so-callecl regional revival

of the l94os:rnd r9-1os largelv ignorecl its ethrts. Lagan editorJohtl l3o1'd r,r'rote

that his forurl ibr Ljlstel rvriting, rvhich ran {i'otn t943 to r947, was'the first of
its krncl to appear in LJIster'..-+ ll.oy N4cFadclen irnd Barbar:r Hulrter, the editors

of Rdrrrt,a quarteriy nragazine r.vjtl'r r iiberal:tud regiorrrl slant that appcarerl

bcrlr,een r948 and r9,jJ. iltcluderl LIlar]ir in their list oiUlstcr publicrtions.-
Thc.,v failcd to ruentiou, horvcver, thc trraqazitre's sigrrificance in I'relpine instr-

sate the debatc on Ulster's litelarl' ancl cultttnl status.

lrr tlre flrst issue of 'l-hre'*hold'a pr'rbiicatiorl of Belfrst's L1'ric Pl:iyers' N4ar:y

O'N4allev a11i.rclec1 to nragazines like L.lladir br"rt clid not llrention anY bY llrurre:

'I)cspite high lirerarv srantlarcls anrl ilrrasinatir.e presentation of getreral topics

1s1v [rish perioclicalsl have survived ... No one. hor'vever, u,ould clettv the value

of their contribution olcreative r,vritir-rg ancl objective criticisnl.'76 Liladlt c<>t:t-

trrbuted in both of thesc areas.

Although none of rhese tl'rree publications ackttorvledge (,ladlr, they :r11 retiect

its iegac1,. LdganltncT Rarirr sharecl its scnse of r:egional iclentiff ancl corrtbirratiotr

of literary and critical contcnt,r,vhile T/rre-sfto/,/ shared the latter element as r'vell

as its theatrical roots.The or-r11, real diflcrer-ice betrvect'r these publications ancl

Llladh rs that thcy dicl not share its nationalisn'r. Llladlls overt cultural rrational-

ism nray be part of the reason lr.,hy its contribr.rtion to regiorralism irr LJlster is

1)ot a1$r:rys acknor,vledgccl. Ironically, it r,vas {I1adft's rcgionalisnr, not il\ n.rti()rr-

aiisr-n, rvhich initiaily clisturbcd the m:rgazinc's critics.

As noted ar rhe ourser,Llladh helpcd to instigate the debate on Ulsters lit-
erarv ancl cultural statr.rs.This debate cllrestions rvhether Ulster literature and cul-

trlre are part ola broadcr British tradition, par:t of an Irish tradrtion, or, as Bovd

and Hervitt asserted, a separate Ulster traditiott.'7 N4ore recrentl)', liter,rrl' critic

Edna Lor-rgle1, has suggested that Ulster:, or lnore precisely Nortirern lreland, is

a cultural corridor lvith one encl open to Irelancl and the othcr open to Rritain.'i

7r Plrehm.'Rise ;rncl tiil', p. 49. 72 Lyons,'Writinq irr tror.rble', p. 7S. 73 Phelam,'Rrse ancl

f,r1l"p. li. 74John llovd,'L'rtrodLrctiori"Lqgal r.r (rg.1r),p. i. 75 Barbara Hunter ancl Roy

McFadder (ed$.'Ulsterbooksandar:thors', Rd]1tt.20 (JLrne -r 953).p.7:-. 76 MaryC)'Ma11e1',

'Forel.r.ord', 7'hreslnld r. r (Feb. t9i7), p 5. 77 Mclvor,'Regionalistn in lllster'', p. I li6. 78

Qtd. iu Marrrp:r Crozier (.ed.), CrlttLnil. tmdiion.s in Northcm lrcl,rrrl (l3elfast: Instrtutc of Irish

Studies, r9li9), pp 35,97



Cultural uationalism irr Ljlste r r J I

For: the creators of {-iladh, lJlsterls literature and culture represented r unirllle
regior-ral tradition r,r,ithin a broader Irish traclition.

As nranifestatio,s of thc L]lster branch of the Irish Literar:y Revi',al, the ULr
antl Llladh u'ere designed to pror-note Irisl-r cultural rlationalism in U1stcr" In
respondine to the ulrique challenges of pronroting nationalislr in tlie North,
both the the:ttre contpany ancl the nragazine:lclv:rnced il scnse of regional iclen_
tity in Ulster.As the ULT'.s r,vork srcr,v in cornrnercial popularity,,the orisinal
nationxlist iiupulse grerv r,veaker', ancl the conipany'cleveloped a rjch vcin of
conredv lvhich helpecl to swceten relations between r-rnionist and latiolalist in
a periocl of bitter political strifc'.rr lHad Lllddh survivecl be,vond its fir-st vcar ol
publication, it rnight have gonc the same route and abandonecl its cultural natjolr*
alism in favour of a stronger ernphasis on regionalisrn.

A regional bias has bee, eviderit in Ulstcr's lirerary orltpr-rr, dating back at
least to thc plantations o1 the earlv seventeenth ccntury..s"The friction betrvc-en
a particr-rlarlv large inflr-rx of Protestant ne\vcomers and the Catholic r)arivc pup_
ulatiotr contributed to lJlstert unique hcritage lvithin [relani].The Irish Literary
Rcvival sparkecl a reconsicleration of this regional bias by the Ulster branch of
the revival.As a manifestatioti of this revival. {.,laill prornotecl:r sense of region-
a1 iclcntiq'. b,v explaining Ulster to itself ancl to the resr of Irelan,:1. In cloilg sg,
it flrrrncd thc llatrie's of a debate on ljlster's iitcrarv ancl cultural status that still
continues.

79 Keri,erlr'.'ulsrer unionisnl',pp 7+-j. 8o Mclvor.'negio,alisnr i, Ulster',p. rso.


