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Marital Choice and Quality of Relationships: 
A Research Note on Hypotheses and Sampling 
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Abstract: The apparent rise in the number of breakdowns in marriage in Ireland is causing concern. 
Little or no research has been undertaken to enquire into causes of breakdown peculiar to Ireland. The 
existing literature is used here to formulate some hypotheses for the study of engagement and marriage 
in Ireland. The difficulties of choosing a random sample are discussed and one method of obtaining 
a sample is tested but found to be impractical. 

his paper aims at f o r m u l a t i n g some hypo theses , based o n t he l i t e r a t u r e , 

JL f o r a f u t u r e m a j o r s t u d y o f engagement a n d mar r iage i n I r e l a n d . I t is 
also a i m e d at t e s t i ng m e t h o d s o f choos ing a sample , since one o f t he m a i n 
d i f f i c u l t i e s i n u n d e r t a k i n g a s t u d y o f th i s n a t u r e is t h a t n o l i s t o r register 
exists f r o m w h i c h a represen ta t ive sample can be d r a w n . A sma l l sample o f 
engaged couples was d r a w n t o test the f e a s i b i l i t y o f a p a r t i c u l a r m e t h o d o f 
s a m p l i n g . T h e w o r k is , t h e r e f o r e , e x p l o r a t o r y a n d p r e l i m i n a r y . 

Be fo re c o n s i d e r i n g t h e l i t e r a t u r e o r s a m p l i n g , i t is u se fu l t o discuss t h e f r ame­
w o r k i n w h i c h a s t u d y o f th i s n a t u r e is set. T h e r e is a deepen ing c o n c e r n i n 
t h e R e p u b l i c o f I r e l a n d , i n b o t h C h u r c h a n d state c i rc les , a b o u t t h e appa ren t 
rise i n rates o f m a r i t a l d i s h a r m o n y . Ev idence f o r t h i s rise is t a k e n t o be t h e 
increas ing n u m b e r o f separat ions , b o t h f o r m a l a n d i n f o r m a l , a n d o f appl ica­
t i ons f o r R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h a n n u l m e n t s . A l t h o u g h th i s is n o t an e n t i r e l y 
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sa t i s f ac to ry i n d e x o f t h e rise i n m a r i t a l unhapp iness , y e t some i m p o r t a n c e 
o r a t t e n t i o n m u s t a t t a c h t o i t . I t m a y w e l l be t h a t marr iages are as h a p p y o r 
u n h a p p y as t h e y ever were a n d t h e rise i n t he n u m b e r o f separat ions an 
i n d e x o f s o m e t h i n g m o r e apparen t t h a n r ea l , o r pos s ib ly a change i n t h e w a y 
o f dea l ing w i t h p r o b l e m s t h a t have a lways ex i s t ed . 

I t is r e l evan t t o m e n t i o n t h a t i n I r e l a n d , as i n m o s t o t h e r i n d u s t r i a l i s i n g 
socie t ies , t h e r o l e a n d f u n c t i o n o f marr iage a n d t h e f a m i l y appear t o have 
been a f f ec t ed b y recen t r a p i d processes o f m o d e r n i s a t i o n , socia l change a n d 
e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , n e w systems o f values a n d chang ing b e h a v i o u r i n 
sexua l a n d a f fec t ive r e l a t i o n s h i p s . (See, f o r ins tance , A r e n s b e r g a n d K i m b a l l , 
1 9 4 0 ; H u m p h r e y s , 1 9 6 6 a n d m o s t r e c e n t l y , H a n n a n a n d K a t s i a o u n i , 1 9 7 7 . ) 

C h u r c h a n d state have r e s p o n d e d t o t he apparen t changes i n d i f f e r e n t 
w a y s . T h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , f o r ins tance , has set u p f o u r r eg iona l 
t r i b u n a l s t o deal w i t h a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r n u l l i t y decrees a n d i t s r ecords h a d s h o w n 
increas ing n u m b e r o f app l i can t s each year . T h i s C h u r c h has set u p a mar r iage 
gu idance c o u n c i l . T h e r e is also a marr iage gu idance c o u n c i l , w h i c h was f i r s t 
o rgan ised as i n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l , b u t has n o w b e c o m e n o n - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l . 
B o t h o f these agencies also c o n d u c t pre-marr iage c o u n s e l l i n g courses. 

T h e s ta te , h o w e v e r , has n o such services. I t c o u l d be a rgued t h a t t h e 
reason f o r t h i s is t h a t since i t recognises t he R o m a n C a t h o l i c marr iage 
c e r e m o n y as l ega l ly b i n d i n g a n d does n o t have a n y l eg i s l a t i on f o r d ivo rce a 
vinculo matrimonii, i t leaves t he area o f m a r i t a l p r o b l e m s t o t he C h u r c h . 
H o w e v e r , t h i s is n o t q u i t e t h e case, as w h e n mar r iage breaks d o w n the c i v i l 
a n d r e l i g ious states b e c o m e d i s t i n c t . T h a t is t o say, w h i l s t t he state recognises 
t h e mar r iage o f t w o R o m a n Ca tho l i c s i n a R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h as l ega l ly 
b i n d i n g , i t does n o t s i m i l a r l y recognise the a n n u l m e n t o f t h a t marr iage b y 
t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . T h e c i v i l re l iefs avai lable are c i v i l a n n u l m e n t f o r 
s t r i c t l y l a i d d o w n g rounds (see Sha t te r , 1 9 8 2 ) a n d legal separa t ion ( d i v o r c e 
a mensa et toro) w h i c h also has s t r i c t g r o u n d s . T h i s l a t t e r is d i v o r c e b u t w i t h ­
o u t t h e r i g h t o f r emar r i age . N o d i v o r c e w i t h r i g h t o f remarr iage is avai lable . 
Free c i v i l legal a id i n separa t ion cases has been g r a n t e d b y t he state o n l y 
w h e n f o r c e d u p o n i t b y a j u d g m e n t o f t he C o u r t o f H u m a n R i g h t s a t Stras­
b o u r g . Proposals f o r changes i n t he c i v i l l a w o f n u l l i t y we re passed t o t he 
L a w R e f o r m C o m m i s s i o n f o r s t u d y a n d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s i n 1 9 7 7 . So far n o 
changes have been m a d e . A C o n s t i t u t i o n a l a m e n d m e n t w o u l d be r e q u i r e d 
t o i n t r o d u c e d i v o r c e a vinculo matrimonii a n d i t is be l i eved i n p o l i t i c a l 
c i rc les t h a t a r e f e r e n d u m w o u l d resu l t i n a " n o change" dec i s ion b y t he 
m a j o r i t y o f t h e e l ec to ra te . A n a l l - p a r t y C o m m i t t e e o f t he Oireachtas has 
r e c e n t l y been set u p t o e x a m i n e marr iage a n d marr iage b r e a k d o w n . N o 
deta i ls o f t h e exac t t e rms o f reference have been p u b l i s h e d at t i m e o f w r i t i n g . 

G i v e n t h e apparen t c o n c e r n a b o u t r i s i ng rates o f mar r iage b r e a k d o w n i n 
I r e l a n d , w h y is t h e s t u d y o f engagement p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t ? F r o m th i s 



a u t h o r ' s research i n I r e l a n d ( O ' H i g g i n s , 1 9 7 4 ) a n d f r o m studies i n o t h e r 
c o u n t r i e s i t w o u l d appear t h a t t h e p r e - m a r i t a l e x p e c t a t i o n s a n d fac to r s 
present i n t h e b a c k g r o u n d a n d persona l i t i es o f each o f t he c o u p l e have a 
d i s t i n c t e f fec t o n t h e mar r i age . H o w e v e r , th i s c o n c l u s i o n derives f r o m studies 
o f m a r r i e d coup le s , a n d t h e n u m b e r o f p r e - m a r i t a l s tudies is v e r y s m a l l , t he 
m o s t i m p o r t a n t b e i n g t h e d e f i n i t e s t u d y b y Burgess a n d W a l l i n ( 1 9 5 3 ) . 
These a u t h o r s c o m m e n t : 

B o t h t h e Burgess a n d C o t t r e l l a n d T e r m a n studies c o l l e c t e d i n f o r m a t i o n 
f r o m persons o n l y af ter t h e y were m a r r i e d . T h e r e f o r e a c r u c i a l q u e s t i o n 
appl ies t o b o t h o f t h e m as t o a l l research i n t he p r e d i c t i o n o f m a r i t a l 
success. T h i s is w h e t h e r t h e charac ter i s t ics r e p o r t e d af ter mar r iage a n d 
f o u n d t o be associated w i t h t he success o r f a i lu re o f m a r r i e d coup les 
are a c t u a l l y p r e d i c t i v e o r ins tead are o n l y a consequence o f th i s success 
o r f a i l u r e ( p p . 4 3 / 4 4 ) . 

T u r n i n g n o w t o one o f t h e t w o m a i n a ims o f t he paper , t h e f o r m u l a t i o n o f 
hypo theses , i t is p r o p o s e d t o l o o k at th ree poss ible hypo theses , suggested b y 
t h e l i t e r a t u r e . T h e y are: 

( i ) t h a t homogamy operates i n m a t e se l ec t ion a n d t h e greater t h e degree 
o f h o m o g a m y t h e m o r e l i k e l y is the re t o be sa t i s fac t ion w i t h t he 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b o t h pre- a n d pos t -marr iage as d e f i n e d o n t he t w o levels 
— subjec ts ' o w n measures a n d researcher's measures; 

( i i ) t h a t the re is a process b y w h i c h t h e engagement r e l a t i o n s h i p f o r m s 
a n d g r o w s ; 

( i i i ) t h a t t h e quality of the relationship is d e p e n d e n t o n t h e ex is tence o f 
h o m o g a m y a n d o n t he process w h i c h f o r m e d t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

These p r o p o s i t i o n s each p r o m p t c e r t a i n ques t ions : 

( i ) W h a t is h o m o g a m y ? We can say t h a t a h o m p g a m o u s r e l a t i o n s h i p exists 
w h e n peop le w i t h s im i l a r soc io -demograph ic charac ter i s t ics choose each o t h e r 
as mates . Such charac ter i s t ics as age, e d u c a t i o n , soc ia l class b y o c c u p a t i o n , 
a n d r e l i g i o n w o u l d be t he m o s t o b v i o u s ones t o be cons ide red . 

( i i ) Several ques t ions n e e d t o be asked t o enable us t o s t u d y t h e process 
o f t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t he engagement r e l a t i o n s h i p . F o r ins tance , ques t ions 
a b o u t p rev ious r e l a t i o n s h i p s , the l e n g t h o f acqua in tance w i t h t he f i ance (e ) , 
t h e l e n g t h o f engagement , a n d t he reasons f o r c h o o s i n g a g iven pe r son as 
d i s t i n c t f r o m o the r s . 

( i i i ) O n t h e q u e s t i o n o f h o w is i t p r o p o s e d t o s t u d y t h e q u a l i t y o f t he 
r e l a t i o n s h i p , i t is necessary at th i s p o i n t t o de f ine t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p t o w h i c h 
w e re fer . I t is f i r s t a soc ia l r e l a t i o n s h i p , a l t h o u g h i t is m u c h m o r e t h a n t h a t . 
Weber ( 1 9 6 2 ) te l l s us t h a t a soc ia l r e l a t i o n s h i p is used t o designate t he s i tu ­
a t i o n w h e r e t w o o r m o r e persons are engaged i n c o n d u c t w h e r e i n each takes 



a c c o u n t o f t he b e h a v i o u r o f t he o t h e r i n a m e a n i n g f u l w a y a n d is t he r e fo r e 
o r i e n t e d i n these t e r m s . T h e socia l r e l a t i o n s h i p thus consists o f t he p r o b a b i l i t y 
t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s w i l l behave i n some m e a n i n g f u l d e t e r m i n a b l e w a y . I t is c o m ­
p l e t e l y i r r e l e v a n t , says Weber , w h y such a p r o b a b i l i t y exis ts , b u t w h e r e i t 
does , t he r e can be f o u n d a socia l r e l a t i o n s h i p . H e goes o n t o say t h a t the 
d e f i n i n g c r i t e r i o n f o r a soc ia l r e l a t i o n s h i p involves at least a m i n i m u m o f 
m u t u a l o r i e n t a t i o n o f t he c o n d u c t o f each m e m b e r t o t h a t o f t h e o t h e r . 
Weber ' s d e f i n i t i o n does n o t s t ipu la t e t h e degree o f s o l i d a r i t y p r e v a i l i n g 
a m o n g those engaged i n t he c o n d u c t o f a soc ia l r e l a t i o n s h i p . We can def ine 
t h e engagement , l a te r spouse r e l a t i o n s h i p , b r o a d l y based o n Weber ' s d e f i n i t i o n 
o f a soc ia l r e l a t i o n s h i p , b u t g o i n g m u c h f u r t h e r i n t h a t a f o r m a l c o m m i t m e n t 
is m a d e b y b o t h m e m b e r s t o behave i n such a m a n n e r t o w a r d s each o t h e r 
as t o ensure m u t u a l sa t i s fac t ion w i t h t he r e l a t i o n s h i p . T h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p 
is m o r e p a r t i c u l a r l y , a n d f o r t he purposes o f o u r d e f i n i t i o n he re , b e t w e e n 
a m a n a n d a w o m a n , a n d is t he m o n o g a m o u s marr iage one . I t is also an 
i n t e r p e r s o n a l sexual one a n d i ts q u a l i t y m a y be descr ibed a l o n g a scale o r 
c o n t i n u u m f r o m l o w q u a l i t y i n t e r a c t i o n , w h i c h is t he l eve l o f i n t e r ­
a c t i o n necessary t o m a i n t a i n t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p at t he least sa t i s fac tory leve l 
t o l e r a b l e t o b o t h pa r tne r s . T h i s involves a leve l o f m u t u a l rewards at w h i c h 
t he c o n t i n u i t y o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p r emains poss ib le . A t t he o t h e r e n d o f t he 
scale o r c o n t i n u u m w i l l be h i g h q u a l i t y i n t e r a c t i o n w h e r e t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p 
is m o s t h i g h l y sa t i s fac to ry t o b o t h par t ies . T h e r e is a h i g h l eve l o f m u t u a l 
r e w a r d at th i s e n d o f t he scale. We are f o c u s i n g here o n t h e Wes te rn s ty le 
" l o v e " r e l a t i o n s h i p . M a n y o t h e r m o d e l s ex is t i n coun t r i e s w h e r e " b e i n g 
i n l o v e " is n o t a necessary (o r i n d e e d regarded as a g o o d ) reason t o m a r r y . 

T h e basic d e p e n d e n t var iab le i n th i s s t u d y w o u l d be t he q u a l i t y o f t he 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n the c o u p l e . T h i s is d e f i n e d f i r s t as t h e l eve l o f satis­
f a c t i o n r e p o r t e d b y t he subjects themselves a b o u t t h e i r o w n r e l a t i o n s h i p . 
A c c o r d i n g t o L a n d i s a n d L a n d i s ( 1 9 6 8 , p . 7 5 ) the re is a v e r y h i g h assoc ia t ion 
b e t w e e n subjec ts ' p r e - m a r i t a l c o n f i d e n c e i n the f u t u r e o f the r e l a t i o n s h i p 
a n d t h e i r l a te r m a r i t a l happiness . M o s t o f those ( 9 6 per c en t ) w h o h a d h a d 
f e w d o u b t s a n d f e l t v e r y c o n f i d e n t be fo re marr iage n o w r a t e d t h e i r mar r iage 
as h a p p y or v e r y h a p p y . O n l y 4 per cent o f t he ones w h o h a d n o d o u b t s 
ahead o f t i m e n o w r a t e d t h e i r marr iages as average o r u n h a p p y . O n the o t h e r 
h a n d , o f those w h o w e r e a " l i t t l e u n c e r t a i n " , 29 per cen t n o w said t h e i r 
mar r iage was average o r u n h a p p y . O f t h e f e w w h o were " v e r y u n c e r t a i n " b u t 
m a r r i e d a n y w a y , 5 0 per cent said t h e i r marr iage was average or u n h a p p y . 
Q u a l i t y o f r e l a t i o n s h i p w i l l also be assessed f r o m the researcher 's p o i n t o f 
v i e w . T h i s w i l l i n v o l v e es tab l i sh ing , f o r ins tance , t h e degree o f m u t u a l 
e m p a t h y b e t w e e n t h e c o u p l e . P u t t i n g emphasis o n a f a c to r such as t he degree 
o f m u t u a l e m p a t h y i n p a r t i c u l a r rests o n a v i e w o f i n t e r p e r s o n a l r e l a t ionsh ips 
w h i c h is based o n s y m b o l i c i n t e r a c t i o n t h e o r y . E m p a t h y f r o m th i s perspec t ive 



is d e f i n e d as t a k i n g t h e r o l e o f t h e o t h e r (See: Rose ( E d ) , 1 9 6 2 , p . 7.) 
H a v i n g s ta ted t he purposes o f th i s paper , discussed t h e r a t i o n a l e f o r t h e 

m a i n s t u d y , suggested hypo theses a n d d e f i n e d t h e concep t s t o be used, w e 
n o w t u r n m o r e c lose ly t o h o w o u r hypo theses can be spec i f i ca l ly f o r m u l a t e d . 
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A s p r e v i o u s l y m e n t i o n e d , t he hypo theses w h i c h i t is h o p e d t o f o r m u l a t e 
are g r o u n d e d i n t he l i t e r a t u r e . T h e f i r s t one t o be cons ide red is t h a t h o m o g a m y 
operates i n m a t e se l ec t ion a n d t h a t t he greater t h e degree o f h o m o g a m y , t h e 
m o r e l i k e l y is the re t o be sa t i s fac t ion w i t h t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b o t h pre- a n d pos t -
-marr iage , as d e f i n e d at t w o levels — subjec ts ' o w n measures a n d researcher 's 
measures. 

H o m o g a m y is genera l ly regarded i n s o c i o l o g y as a v e r y p o t e n t f a c t o r i n 
m a r i t a l c h o i c e . I n d i v i d u a l s t e n d t o m a r r y those o f s imi l a r age, educat ion. , 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c s ta tus , race , r e l i g i o n , c u l t u r e a n d so o n . T h e p i o n e e r s t u d y o f 
Burgess a n d C o t t r e l l ( 1 9 3 9 ) a n d t h e research o f G o o d e ( 1 9 5 6 ) a n d Z i m m e r m a n 
( 1 9 5 6 ) have es tab l i shed t he c r u c i a l i m p o r t a n c e o f (a) h o m o g e n e i t y i n t h e 
b a c k g r o u n d a n d in teres ts o f t h e spouses, a n d ( b ) h o m o g e n e i t y i n t he n e t w o r k 
o f a f fec t ive a f f i l i a t i o n s s u r r o u n d i n g mar r i age . L a t e r s tudies c o n f i r m these 
f i n d i n g s . (See, f o r ins tance , G o o d e , 1 9 6 5 , p . 1 0 2 ; B l o o d a n d W o l f e , 1 9 6 5 , 
p . 2 5 7 ; W o m b l e , 1 9 6 6 ; T r o s t , 1 9 6 7 , p p . 7 3 9 - 7 5 5 ; L a n d i s a n d L a n d i s , 1 9 6 8 ; 
Snyde r , 1 9 7 3 , p p . 2 3 3 - 2 3 6 a n d O ' H i g g i n s , 1 9 8 2 ) . 

Some studies have been d o n e o n t h e ef fec t o f age d i f ferences b e t w e e n 
spouses. L o c k e ( 1 9 5 1 , p . 1 0 3 ) f o r ins tance , states t h a t w h e r e o t h e r t h ings 
are equa l , an a p p r o x i m a t e e q u a l i t y i n age appears m o s t c o n d u c i v e t o g o o d 
m a r i t a l a d j u s t m e n t , b u t he hastens t o add t h a t research o n t he subjec t , 
i n c l u d i n g his o w n , is i nadequa te t o d r a w a n y c o m p l e t e conc lus ions i n t h i s 
r ega rd . T e r m a n ( 1 9 3 8 , p . 1 5 6 ) f o u n d i n his s t u d y t h a t w h e r e a w i f e was 
f r o m f o u r t o t e n years o lde r t h a n t he h u s b a n d t h e happiness l eve l was h i g h . 
H e was q u i c k t o p o i n t o u t t h a t t h i s m i g h t n o t be t h e resu l t i f eve ryone w e r e 
t o f o l l o w such a p a t t e r n . I n t h e i r ear ly p i o n e e r i n g w o r k Burgess a n d C o t t r e l l 
( 1 9 3 9 ) s ta te : " W h e n w e summar i se the f i nd ings r ega rd ing age d i f fe rences , 
t h e p o p u l a r r o m a n t i c n o t i o n t h a t f o r m a r i t a l happiness t he h u s b a n d s h o u l d 
be s o m e w h a t o l d e r t h a n t h e w i f e , is n o t subs t an t i a t ed f o r t he g roups s t u d i e d . " 
T h i s seems a reasonable f i n d i n g since the re is n o w a d a y s n o o t h e r r a t i o n a l e 
f o r w o m e n necessari ly t o be y o u n g e r t h a n t h e i r husbands . Since f e r t i l i t y 
has d e c l i n e d a n d , w i t h t he advance i n m e d i c a l science, f e w w o m e n die i n 
c h i l d b i r t h , a w o m a n ' s age has less t o d o , f o r e x a m p l e , w i t h her chances o f 
b e a r i n g a n d r ea r ing a c h i l d t h a n h e r e t o f o r e . O t h e r cons ide ra t ions d o enter 
i n , b u t t he b e a r i n g o f c h i l d r e n is a n d was one o f t he m o s t i m p o r t a n t aspects 
o f mar r i age . (See, f o r ins t ance , T h o r n t o n ( 1 9 7 7 , p . 5 3 8 ) ; L a n d i s a n d L a n d i s 



( 1 9 6 8 , p . 4 6 3 a n d p . 4 9 0 ) ; G o o d e ( 1 9 6 5 ) ; Slater a n d W o o d s i d e ( 1 9 5 1 , p . 

1 1 9 ) ; B e n e d i c t ( 1 9 7 2 . ) ) 
I f one l o o k s at t h e v o l u m e o f research o n t he subject o f age at mar r iage 

a n d i t s e f fec t o n t he s t a b i l i t y o f mar r i age , one m u s t c o m e t o t he c o n c l u s i o n 
t h a t p e o p l e w h o m a r r y at a r e l a t i v e l y ear ly age are exposed t o a subs t an t i a l l y 
h ighe r r i s k o f m a r i t a l i n s t a b i l i t y t h a n are peop le w h o m a r r y la ter i n l i f e . 

M u c h has been w r i t t e n a b o u t the r i sk o f b r e a k d o w n o f marr iage whe;re 
t he couples are teenagers o r i n t h e i r v e r y ear ly t w e n t i e s . " O n e o f t he f e w 
e m p i r i c a l issues i n f a m i l y s o c i o l o g y o n w h i c h the re is v i r t u a l u n a n i m i t y is 
t he ex is tence o f an inverse r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n age at f i r s t marr iage a n d 
p r o b a b i l i t y o f d i v o r c e " , says Lee ( 1 9 7 7 , p . 4 9 3 ) . Hi s a p p r o a c h is t h a t w e d o 
n o t k n o w w h y couples w h o m a r r y la ter have a b e t t e r chance o f m a r i t a l 
s t a b i l i t y t h a n those w h o m a r r y i n t h e i r ve ry ear ly t w e n t i e s , o r p a r t i c u l a r l y 
p r i o r t o age t w e n t y . T h e inverse r e l a t i o n s h i p , Lee says, " . . . does n o t ' p r o v e ' 
t h a t those w h o m a r r y y o u n g are ' t o o i m m a t u r e f o r mar r i age ' , u n l i k e l y t o 
choose t h e ' r i g h t ' spouse o r m a r r y i n g t o ' sp i te t h e i r pa ren t s ' , o r escape the 
a n o m i e o f adolescence" . H e argues t h a t the re m a y be o t h e r fac tors w h i c h 
are an teceden t t o marr iage and d i v o r c e , i .e . , l o w e d u c a t i o n , p r e - m a r i t a l preg­
n a n c y , p o o r r e l a t i ons w i t h pa ren t s , a n d these variables are also inverse ly 
r e l a t e d t o m a r i t a l s t a b i l i t y , so t h a t t he r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n age at marr iage a n d 
s t a b i l i t y m a y be s p u r i o u s . 1 

A g e at mar r iage t he r e fo r e is i m p o r t a n t t o i t s f u t u r e success and a l t h o u g h i t 
c o u l d be a rgued t h a t m a t u r i t y is n o t a lways associated w i t h age, i t is never­
theless a r easonab ly g o o d i n d i c a t o r . H o w e v e r , as Chester ( 1 9 7 2 ) p o i n t s o u t 
research has y e t t o b r e a k apar t t he correla tes o f y o u t h f u l marr iages , a n d 
d e t e r m i n e t h e re la t ive c o n t r i b u t i o n o f p r egnancy s tatus , l o w incomes , dis­
r u p t e d m a t e s e l ec t ion a n d o t h e r fac tors i n a d d i t i o n t o sheer age t h a t c o m b i n e 
t o p r o d u c e t he assoc ia t ion b e t w e e n age at marr iage a n d m a r i t a l i n s t a b i l i t y . 

We c o u l d f i n d n o studies w h i c h l o o k e d at t he effect o n t he s t a b i l i t y o f 
mar r iage o f d i f ferences b e t w e e n the e d u c a t i o n levels o f h u s b a n d a n d w i f e . 
A l l w e r e c o n c e r n e d w i t h t he ef fec t o f t he e d u c a t i o n leve l per se o n t he 
mar r i age . G l i c k ( 1 9 5 7 ) o f t he ( U S ) B u r e a u o f t he Census f o u n d a d i r e c t 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n e d u c a t i o n a n d successful mar r i age . G o o d e ( 1 9 6 5 ) 
f o u n d a c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f d ivo rce cases i n t he h i g h - s c h o o l a n d lesser educa­
t i o n a l categories . Baber ( 1 9 5 3 ) argues t h a t a l t h o u g h e d u c a t i o n a l categories! 
a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y c o - e d u c a t i o n seem t o be a d e f i n i t e he lp t o mar r i age , th i s 
m a y be a secondary r a t h e r t h a n a p r i m a r y f ac to r i n se lec t ion . " A r e col lege 

1 Others who have found age at marriage important for the stability of marriage are Goode (1965, 
pp. 40-41); Locke (1951, pp. 101-102; Inglesberg (1968, pp. 776-782) and Dominian (1968, pp. 130-
131). See also: Schoen (1975, pp. 548-588); Weed (1974, pp. 361-375); Bumpass and Sweet (1972, 
pp. 754-766) and Eekelaar (1971). 



marriages m o r e successful t h a n t he general r u n because o f t he e d u c a t i o n 
f a c t o r o r because col lege b r ings t oge the r a h i g h l y selected g r o u p o f y o u n g 
p e o p l e f r o m classes s imi l a r i n i n t e l l i gence a n d c u l t u r a l b a c k g r o u n d , w h i c h 
gives t he y o u n g f o l k a w i d e , y e t r e l a t i v e l y safe, range o f c h o i c e ? " , Baber 
asks a n d rep l ies : " . . . p r o b a b l y b o t h fac tors — e d u c a t i o n a l a n d selective — 
are i n f l u e n t i a l , b u t t h e re la t ive w e i g h t o f e i the r f a c t o r c a n n o t be d e t e r m i n e d 
y e t . " 

A s w i t h t he age va r i ab le , a t the engagement stage i t is n o t poss ible t o 
e x a m i n e t h e e f fec t o f e i the r l eve l o f e d u c a t i o n o r d i f ferences i n e d u c a t i o n 
o n t h e marr iages o f t he couples , since t he responden t s are n o t y e t m a r r i e d . 
W h a t can be said at t he engagement stage is w h e t h e r o r n o t t h e m a j o r i t y o f 
t he couples appeared t o be h o m o g a m o u s o n e d u c a t i o n l eve l . W h e t h e r those 
whose e d u c a t i o n levels d i f f e r g rea t ly f r o m each o t h e r w i l l be t h e ones m o s t 
at r i s k af ter mar r iage is a q u e s t i o n w h i c h can o n l y be answered i n c o r r e l a t i n g 
e d u c a t i o n a l d i f ferences w i t h t he variables o f age, socia l class a n d so o n , a n d 
i n f o l l o w - u p s tudies . 

We w i l l n o w t u r n t o soc io -economic status i n o u r e x a m i n a t i o n o f levels o f 
h o m o g a m y ; t h e measure used here is o c c u p a t i o n . H u t c h i n s o n ( 1 9 7 3 , p p . 
6 3 - 6 4 ) i n his s t u d y o f soc ia l status i n D u b l i n , t o o k as t he measure t h e status 
o r i g i n o f b r i d e a n d g r o o m , or i n h e r i t e d s tatus , l a rge ly i g n o r i n g a subject 's 
a c q u i r e d status w h e r e th i s d i f f e r e d f r o m t h a t o f h i s /he r f a the r . H u t c h i n s o n 
te l ls us the re are t w o reasons f o r t h i s . A s far as t h e g r o o m was c o n c e r n e d , i t 
seemed u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e status he h a d a c q u i r e d b y t he t i m e o f his mar r i age , 
t h r o u g h his o w n e m p l o y m e n t , w o u l d be , i n m o s t cases, as soc ia l ly re levan t 
t o t h a t event as his socia l status b y f a m i l y o f o r i g i n . T h e f i r s t e m p l o y m e n t o f 
m o r e t h a n h a l f o f H u t c h i n s o n ' s sample was o f a status l o w e r t h a n t h a t 
i n h e r i t e d , t h o u g h m a n y were t o a t t a i n h ighe r status i n the course o f t i m e . 
H u t c h i n s o n assumed b r ides t o be dependen t f o r t h e i r socia l status u p o n t h a t 
o f t h e i r fa thers since, as he says, " o n l y i n recen t t i m e s have w o m e n b e c o m e 
regarded inc reas ing ly as capable o f es tab l i sh ing i n d e p e n d e n t s t a tus . " 

T o b o t h a s sumpt ions o n w h i c h his p r o c e d u r e was based, H u t c h i n s o n w e n t 
o n t o say, e x c e p t i o n s were m a n i f e s t ; b u t the general r u l e r ema ins . F o r t h e 
purposes o f t h i s s t u d y w e w o u l d w i s h t o regard w o m e n as h a v i n g i n d e p e n d e n t 
o c c u p a t i o n a l s ta tus , b u t , as t h i s a u t h o r discussed i n some p rev ious w o r k 
( O ' H i g g i n s , 1 9 8 2 ) t he m a j o r i t y o f females b u n c h i n t o ca t egory 5 i n t he 
Census c lass i f i ca t ion o f • o c c u p a t i o n s — t h a t is I n t e r m e d i a t e N o n - M a n u a l , 
m o s t l y cons i s t ing o f c l e r i c a l a n d secretar ia l o c c u p a t i o n s . T h e need f o r a m o r e 
r e f i n e d scale is o b v i o u s , a n d w i t h t h e r e d u c t i o n i n sex-segregated o c c u p a t i o n s 
th i s m a y w e l l solve i t s e l f i n t i m e . T o enable us t o o v e r c o m e these t w o p r o ­
b l e m s , t o some e x t e n t a n y h o w , i t m i g h t be use fu l t o f o l l o w H u t c h i n s o n ' s 
a s sumpt ions a n d l o o k at f u t u r e fa thers - in- law as w e l l as fa thers o f t he pros­
pec t ive g r o o m s . A m o r e ba l anced p i c t u r e w o u l d p r o b a b l y emerge a n d 



c o m p a r i s o n w i t h t he H u t c h i n s o n d a t a w o u l d be poss ib le . H u t c h i n s o n ' s 
f i n d i n g t h a t t h e l o w e r t h e o c c u p a t i o n l eve l o f t he m a n , t h e m o r e l i k e l y he 
was t o m a r r y u p , w o u l d also bear e x a m i n a t i o n . 

R e l i g i o u s b e l i e f a n d p r a c t i c e is a l leged t o be an i m p o r t a n t i n d i c a t o r o f 
s t a b i l i t y o f mar r i age . T h i s w o u l d appea l t o co mmo n sen se since m o s t r e l ig ions 
stress t h e s a n c t i t y o f mar r iage a n d i t s p e r m a n e n c y , a n d those w i t h s t r o n g 
r e l i g ious c o n v i c t i o n s w o u l d be m o r e l i k e l y t o o b e y t h e i r chu rch ' s t e ach ing . 
H o w e v e r , G o o d e ( 1 9 7 4 , p . 3 8 ) r a n i n t o t h e " h e n a n d egg" d i l e m m a i n his 
s t u d y o f d i v o r c e d w o m e n . H e states: " W e c a n n o t , o f course , k n o w w h e t h e r 
o u r C a t h o l i c s are d i v o r c e d because t h e y d i d n o t u s u a l l y a t t e n d C h u r c h as 
f r e q u e n t l y as o t h e r C a t h o l i c s , o r w h e t h e r t h e y d o n o t u sua l ly a t t e n d fre­
q u e n t l y because t h e y are d i v o r c e d . " Because t h e m a j o r i t y o f p e o p l e i n t he 
R e p u b l i c o f I r e l a n d are b o r n i n t o R o m a n C a t h o l i c f ami l i e s t h e c o n c e p t o f 
h o m o g a m y i n r e l i g i o n o f o r i g i n is n o t v e r y r e l evan t . H o w e v e r , i t m i g h t be 
i m p o r t a n t t o e x a m i n e t he l eve l o f p r ac t i c e o f r e l i g i o n t o see i f couples h a d 
s imi l a r responses t o t h e i r r e l i g i o n . A large d i f f e rence i n response m i g h t 
i n d i c a t e as b i g a p r o b l e m as d i f f e rence i n r e l ig ious be l i e f s . These t h e n w o u l d be 
t h e m a i n measures o f h o m o g a m y w e w o u l d use — age, e d u c a t i o n , o r i g i n , a r id 
r e l i g ious p r a c t i c e — t o test t h e h y p o t h e s i s t h a t t h e coup les were h o m o g a m o u s . 

We t u r n n o w t o t he second h y p o t h e s i s — t h a t the re is a process b y w h i c h 
t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p f o r m s a n d g r o w s . 

B o l t o n ( 1 9 6 1 , p p . 2 3 4 - 2 4 0 ) has i n t r o d u c e d some m u c h - n e e d e d balance 
i n t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f theor ies o f m a t e se lec t ion . H e argues t h a t w h i l e 
b o t h h o m o g a m y a n d c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y theor ies have t h e i r uses, m a t e s e l ec t ion 
m u s t be s t u d i e d n o t o n l y i n t e r m s o f charac ter is t ics b r o u g h t b y t h e pa r tne rs 
t o t h e c o u r t s h i p s i t u a t i o n , b u t also i n t e r m s o f t h e process b y w h i c h t h e i r 
r e l a t i o n s h i p moves t o w a r d s mar r i age . 

L o g i c a l l y t he f i r s t c o n s i d e r a t i o n here is w h e r e t h e c o u p l e i n i t i a l l y m e t each 
o t h e r , a n d u n d e r w h a t c i rcumstances . T h i s subject has fasc ina ted b o t h the 
genera l p u b l i c a n d researchers. Slater a n d W o o d s i d e ( 1 9 5 1 , p p . 9 5 - 9 6 ) fee l 
t h a t mee t ings at m i x e d c lubs a n d i n t he course o f c h u r c h a n d p o l i t i c a l 
ac t iv i t i e s are u n u s u a l a n d a l m o s t c o n f i n e d t o t he " w h i t e c o l l a r " class. G o r e r , 
i n h is u p d a t e d s t u d y , Sex and Marriage in England Today ( 1 9 7 1 , p p . 2 0 - 2 2 ) 
f i nds t h a t t he m o s t usua l p lace f o r husbands a n d wives t o m e e t i n i t i a l l y is a t 
a dance . 

F o l l o w i n g o n t he q u e s t i o n o f w h e r e t h e c o u p l e m e t s h o u l d be enqui r i es 
a b o u t t h e l e n g t h o f acqua in tance a n d l e n g t h o f engagement . 

I n I r e l a n d , since the m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , there was a t r a d i t i o n o f l o n g 
c o u r t s h i p s , a n d a l t h o u g h th i s p r ac t i c e was c r i t i c i s e d b y m a n y , researchers 
i n t o happiness i n mar r iage seem t o agree t h a t l e n g t h o f c o u r t s h i p is i m p o r t a n t 
a n d stress t h a t s h o r t engagements a n d sho r t acquain tances be fo re mar r iage 
are far m o r e l i k e l y t h a n longer acqua in tance t o l ead t o anunsuccessfu l mar r i age . 



H o w e v e r , i t m u s t also be n o t e d t h a t t he mere l e n g t h o f acqua in tance is 
i r r e l e v a n t i f t he p e r i o d is n o t used p u r p o s e f u l l y b y t h e c o u p l e . T h i s was 
b o r n e o u t i n the a u t h o r ' s o w n s t u d y Marital Desertion in Dublin ( 1 9 7 4 ) 
w h e r e some o f t he w o m e n i n t e r v i e w e d h a d been d a t i n g t h e i r fiances f o r 
l o n g e r t h a n t he mar r i age l a s t ed ; f o r ins tance , one c o u r t s h i p l as ted e igh t years 
a n d t h e mar r iage t w o years . T h e w o m a n , i n t h i s case, asserted t h a t her hus­
b a n d was a d i f f e r e n t p e r s o n t h a n she h a d t h o u g h t be fo re mar r i age . T h i s is a 
c o m m o n f i n d i n g a n d m a n y researchers stress t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e use o f 
t h e c o u r t s h i p . See, f o r ins tance , L a n d i s a n d L a n d i s ( 1 9 6 8 , p p . 2 1 7 - 2 1 8 ) ; Slater 
a n d W o o d s i d e ( 1 9 5 1 , p . 1 0 3 ) ; Eeke laar ( 1 9 7 1 , p . 3 6 ) ; W o m b l e ( 1 9 6 6 , p . 5 5 ) ; 
G o o d e ( 1 9 6 5 , p . 8 0 ) a n d C o x ( 1 9 7 3 , p p . 2 7 4 - 2 8 5 ) . 

G o o d e ( 1 9 6 5 , p . 8 0 ) f o u n d t h a t those w h o b e c o m e engaged af ter a l o n g 
p e r i o d o f acqua in tance are also m o r e l i k e l y t o have a l o n g engagement . H e 
goes o n t o say: " B o t h l o n g acqua in tance a n d l o n g engagements p r e s u m a b l y 
af fec t t he r e l a t i o n s h i p . . . (a) b y se lec t ing those w h o are p red i sposed t o s tay 
m a r r i e d ; ( b ) b y w e e d i n g o u t the i n c o m p a t i b l e s ; a n d (c) t h r o u g h the class-
d i f f e r e n t i a l g r o u p a n d f a m i l y pressures t h a t are associated w i t h l o n g acqua in ­
tance a n d engagemen t . " G o o d e c o m p a r e d his f i n d i n g s , t h a t t he shor t e r t he 
acqua in tance t he m o r e l i k e l y were his subjects t o be d i v o r c e d , w i t h those o f 
T e r m a n ( 1 9 3 8 , p . 7 7 ) whose subjects were r a t i n g t h e i r marr iages o n a happiness 
scale. T h e e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t T e r m a n w o u l d f i n d a h ighe r n u m b e r o f the l onge r 
a c q u a i n t e d r a t i n g t h e i r mar r iage as above average o n t he happiness scale was 
b o r n e o u t . 

A n i n t e r e s t i n g var iab le i n t he s t u d y o f the process o f t he f o r m a t i o n o f t he 
r e l a t i o n s h i p is t h e reason f o r mar r i age . B e r n a r d ( 1 9 7 3 ) , i n her s t u d y o f 
r emar r i age , c o m m e n t s t h a t the professed reason f o r mar r iage is l i k e l y t o be 
" W e are i n l o v e " . She says t h a t th i s is p a r t o f the r o m a n t i c m y t h o f o u r 
c u l t u r e . " L o v e is t he c o n v e n t i o n a l reason f o r g e t t i n g m a r r i e d ; i t is s i m u l a t e d 
i f n o t f e l t ; i t is the c o r r e c t t h i n g . " V a n d e n Haag ( 1 9 7 4 , p . 1 3 4 ) o n th i s 
subject o f w h y p e o p l e m a r r y says: " I f someone asks, ' w h y d o p e o p l e m a r r y ? ' 
he meets w i t h i n d i g n a t i o n o r a s t o n i s h m e n t . T h e q u e s t i o n seems absurd , i f 
n o t i m m o r a l ; the d e s i r a b i l i t y o f mar r iage is r ega rded as u n q u e s t i o n a b l e . 
D i v o r c e , o n t he o t h e r h a n d , s t r ikes us as a p r o b l e m w o r t h y o f serious a n d 
t h e r a p e u t i c a t t e n t i o n . Y e t mar r iage precedes d i v o r c e a n d f r e q u e n t l y causes 
i t . " 

Burgess a n d W a l l i n ( 1 9 5 3 , p . 1 5 2 ) feel t h a t the re are t w o general c o n ­
d i t i o n s a l l i e d t o increas ing age a n d m a t u r i t y w h i c h a c c o u n t f o r t he d u r a b i l i t y 
o f m a n y o f t h e r e l a t i onsh ip s w h i c h lead t o mar r i age . These can be b r o a d l y 
charac te r i sed as (a) awareness o f t h e p e r s o n a l i t y a n d socia l r e q u i r e m e n t s i n a 
mar r iage p a r t n e r , a n d ( b ) readiness a n d desire f o r mar r i age . These are, o f 
course , marr iages w h e r e a degree o f f r e e d o m o f cho ice is g iven t o p e o p l e t o 
f i n d t h e i r marr iage pa r tne r s . T h i s w o u l d be app l i cab le t o I r i s h soc ie ty w h e r e 



t h e cho ice is a t least f o r m a l l y free. 
Y e t , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , Slater a n d W o odside ( 1 9 5 1 , p . 1 1 5 ) say t h a t , j u d g i n g 

b y t h e i r sample , t h e m a j o r i t y o f peop le g e t t i n g m a r r i e d are l ed f r o m one 
stage t o t he n e x t b y an i n a r t i c u l a t e sexual u rge , t he c la ims o f a f f e c t i o n and 
socia l a s p i r a t i o n , a l o n g a p a t h w h i c h is l a rge ly l a i d d o w n b y an age-old 
t r a d i t i o n . 

C o n t i n u i n g o n t he reasons w h y peop le m a r r y per se, Slater and W o o d s i d e 
( 1 9 5 1 , p p . 1 1 6 - 1 1 7 ) see i t t h a t marr iage p romises sat isfact ions w h i c h c a n y 
m u c h w e i g h t . T h e socia l prest ige a n d a p p r o v a l are especia l ly i m p o r t a n t t o 
w o m e n . " A c c o r d i n g t o p s y c h o - a n a l y t i c t e a c h i n g " these au tho r s go o n t o say, 
" t h e i n d i v i d u a l b y m a r r y i n g , achieves i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h h is paren t s , as w e l l 
as a l l t h e f r e e d o m a n d p o w e r t h a t are associated i n t h e m i n d o f t h e c h i l d 
w i t h t h e i r p o s i t i o n . " 

W i t t i c h ( 1 9 7 5 ) c o m m e n t i n g o n the a t t r a c t i o n o f marr iage c o n t e n d e d t h a t 
i t was p r o b a b l y t r u e t o say t h a t peop le are geared a n d d i r e c t e d t o w a r d s 
mar r iage even t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t t h e g l i t t e r and r a p t u r e so ideal ised i n t he 
r o m a n c e b o o k s a n d m u s i c o f , say, t h e 1950s a n d 1960s , t he f i l m s a n d plays;, 
a n d t he w h o l e g ian t i n d u s t r y o f l i t e r a t u r e , has served t o generate a mass-
m a r k e t response t o t h e marr iage option. I f one is t o add t o t h a t ons laugh t o f 
t h e m e d i a t h e r o l e m o d e l s a n d l i f e o p t i o n s presen ted b y paren ts , the e d u c a t i o n 
sys t em, t h e c h u r c h and o t h e r agencies o f socia l r e g u l a t i o n a n d c o n t r o l , t h e n 
w e can r e a d i l y u n d e r s t a n d t he w e i g h t o f t he marr iage imperative. 

L a n d i s a n d L a n d i s ( 1 9 6 8 , p . 8 0 ) feel t h a t somet imes a crisis o r serious 
p r o b l e m m a y arise i n an i n d i v i d u a l ' s l i f e a n d he o r she hopes marr iage w i l l 
be a w a y o u t . Some peop le i n such s i tua t ions d o n o t w a n t t o l o o k ahead a n d 
evaluate t h e chances f o r success i n a mar r i age . " C l i n g i n g t o t h e idea o f marr iage 
per se, t h e y c a n n o t face o b j e c t i v e l y a n y t h i n g t h a t m i g h t p r even t o r p o s t p o n e 
a m a r r i a g e " ( i b i d ) . M a r r i a g e , w e w o u l d argue, is v e r y o f t e n less to someone 
t h a n for s o m e t h i n g a n d a p a r t i c u l a r pe r son is a means t o an end w h i c h iis 
a t t r a c t i v e a n d desirable t o b o t h par t ies , and one aspect o f t h i s is W o m b l e ' : . 
( 1 9 6 6 , p . 1 1 7 ) v i e w t h a t a n o t h e r facet o f t he i n d i f f e r e n t a t t i t u d e w h i c h some 
p e o p l e have t o w a r d s p r e p a r a t i o n f o r marr iage relates t o those w h o choose 
mar r iage r a the r t h a n endure t h e i r present s i t u a t i o n , wha teve r i t is. A pr ime: 
e x a m p l e o f t h i s , he says, is t he desire t o escape f r o m lonel iness , a l t h o u g h 
avo idance o f lonel iness is never guaran teed b y mar r i age . Slater a n d W o o d 
side ( 1 9 5 1 , p . 120) f o u n d lonel iness o f t e n g iven as a reason b y b o t h sexes 
f o r mar r i age . 

O n reasons f o r mar r i age , t h e r e f o r e , i t w o u l d be necessary t o es tabl ish t he 
reason a p a r t i c u l a r i n d i v i d u a l h a d f o r m a r r y i n g — w h e t h e r i t was the aware­
ness a n d readiness Burgess a n d W a l l i n refer t o o r t he marr iage i m p e r a t i v e 
W i t t i c h desc r ibed , o r i n d e e d t he use o f marr iage as a w a y o u t o f a d i f f i c u l t 
h o m e s i t u a t i o n w h i c h L a n d i s a n d L a n d i s c i t e as a reason f o r some marr iages . 



D i d a n y o f these reasons f o r mar r iage affect t he process o f t he f o r m a t i o n o f 
t he r e l a t i o n s h i p w h i c h la ter a f f ec ted the q u a l i t y o f t h a t r e l a t i o n s h i p ? A h i g h 
c o r r e l a t i o n m i g h t be f o u n d b e t w e e n , say, those m a r r y i n g t o a v o i d a d i f f i c u l t 
h o m e s i t u a t i o n a n d a p o o r q u a l i t y r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

A n o t h e r var iab le w h i c h m u s t be i n c l u d e d i n s t u d y i n g t he process o f t h e 
f o r m a t i o n o f a r e l a t i o n s h i p l ead ing t o mar r iage is p r o p i n q u i t y . Studies 
ca r r i ed o u t i n t h e U S over t he past gene ra t i on o r m o r e show t h a t p e o p l e are 
l i k e l y t o have l i v e d close t o those t h e y e v e n t u a l l y m a r r y . G o o d e ( 1 9 6 5 , p . 3 4 ) 
says t h a t a b o u t h a l f o f u r b a n marriages o c c u r b e t w e e n m e n a n d w o m e n w h o 
l ive a p p r o x i m a t e l y one m i l e f r o m one ano the r . A b o u t o n e - f o u r t h o f t he 
couples he s t u d i e d l i v e d w i t h i n th ree b l o c k s o f o n e a n o t h e r . Bossard ( 1 9 6 2 ) 
a n d Dav ie a n d Reeves ( 1 9 7 2 ) a l l f o u n d t h a t i n u r b a n areas, as Bossard p u t s 
i t " . . . a l t h o u g h C u p i d has w i n g s , a p p a r e n t l y t h e y are n o t adap t ed t o l o n g 
f l i g h t s . " Baber ( 1 9 5 3 , p . 88 ) argues t h a t p r o p i n q u i t y does n o t c o n f i n e i t s 
i n f l u e n c e t o c i t ies . I n several s tudies i n r u r a l areas, p r o p i n q u i t y was f o u n d t o 
be i n f l u e n t i a l i n mar r iage se l ec t ion , t h o u g h the p a t t e r n c o u l d n o t easily be 
c o m p a r e d w i t h those i n u r b a n s tudies . 

Burgess a n d W a l l i n ( 1 9 5 3 , p . 8 8 ) state t h a t the re is n o d o u b t t h a t p r o p i n ­
q u i t y , d e f i n e d as spa t ia l p r o x i m i t y , operates i n m a t e se l ec t ion b u t w o u l d 
q u a l i f y t h i s b y say ing t h a t " . . . excep t i n cases o f t he absence o r sca rc i ty o f 
socia l con t ac t s , p r o p i n q u i t y m a y be regarded as a l i m i t i n g r a the r t h a n as a 
decisive i n f l u e n c e i n t h e cho ice o f m a t e s . " 

A m o n g o t h e r s tudies w h i c h c i t e t he o p e r a t i o n o f p r o p i n q u i t y i n cho ice o f 
mar r iage m a t e are t he ea r ly one o f Strauss ( 1 9 4 3 ) a n d t h e l a t e r one o f Reeves-
- K e n n e d y ( 1 9 7 2 ) . T h e i r f i n d i n g s , w h i c h seem t o h o l d i n a l l s tudies over a l o n g 
p e r i o d o f t i m e , i n d i c a t e t h a t segments o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n c o n t i n u e t o f i n d 
t h e i r mates t h r o u g h , o r because o f , r e s iden t i a l p r o p i n q u i t y — nearness. H o w ­
ever, as B e l l ( 1 9 6 7 , p . 1 4 0 ) p o i n t s o u t , " . . . t o say t h a t p e o p l e t e n d t o m a r r y 
those w h o l ive near t h e m does n o t t e l l t he w h o l e s t o r y . I n m a n y cases, close 
res idency is a r e f l e c t i o n o f o t h e r m o r e i m p o r t a n t endogamous fac to rs . 
R e s i d e n t i a l areas i n and a r o u n d ci t ies t e n d t o be h o m o g e n e o u s . T h e peop le 
w h o l i ve i n such areas are o f t e n a l i k e i n race , r e l i g i o n , e t h n i c b a c k g r o u n d a n d 
t h e general soc io -economic s t a tus . " " I t is p o s s i b l e , " adds B e l l , " t h a t i f 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d s were m o r e he te rogeneous , h i g h rates o f r e s iden t i a l p r o p i n ­
q u i t y i n m a t e se l ec t ion w o u l d be g rea t ly r e d u c e d . " E v e n i n I r e l a n d , w h e r e 
t h e huge u r b a n c o n u r b a t i o n s o f t h e U n i t e d States, t o w h i c h B e l l refers,- do 
n o t ex i s t , t he r e are, n o d o u b t , d i f f i c u l t i e s o f c o n t a c t . A l l o t h e r th ings b e i n g 
equa l , t h e p e r s o n m o r e d i f f i c u l t t o c o n t a c t m i g h t be o f t e n p r e c l u d e d af ter 
an i n i t i a l m e e t i n g , unless the re is an e x t r e m e l y s t r o n g a t t r a c t i o n present 
f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g , s t r o n g e n o u g h t o ove r r ide t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s o f c o n t a c t . 

T h e variables t h e n w h i c h w o u l d be associated i n f o r m u l a t i n g ' t h e second 
h y p o t h e s i s — t h a t there is a process b y w h i c h a r e l a t i o n s h i p is f o r m e d — w o u l d 



i n v o l v e mee t ing-p lace , l e n g t h o f acqua in t ance , l e n g t h o f c o u r t s h i p , l e n g t h o f 
engagement , desire f o r mar r i age , reason f o r mar r i age , a n d p r o p i n q u i t y . 

T h e t h i r d h y p o t h e s i s b r ings i n t h e dependen t var iab le — q u a l i t y o f r e l a t i o n ­
sh ip . T h i s t h i r d h y p o t h e s i s states t h a t t he q u a l i t y o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p is 
d e p e n d e n t o n t h e o p e r a t i o n o f h o m o g a m y a n d o n t he process w h i c h f o r m e d 
t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p . Whereas t h e d iscuss ion o f hypo theses ( i ) a n d ( i i ) l o o k e d at 
predictors o f q u a l i t y o f r e l a t i o n s h i p , here w e consider some o f i t s m a i n 
c o n s t i t u e n t s . 

Burgess a n d W a l l i n ( 1 9 5 3 , p . 2 8 6 ) have stressed t h a t con f idence t h a t 
mar r iage w i l l be a success is a measure o f t h e o v e r a l l s t r en g th o f t he r e l a t i o n ­
sh ip , o f w h i c h degree o f a t t a c h m e n t is o n l y one c o m p o n e n t . N o r m a l c a u t i o n , 
o f course , does n o h a r m ; i t is t h e i g n o r i n g o f danger signals t h a t causes t he 
p r o b l e m . 

F u n d a m e n t a l t o socia l i n t e r a c t i o n as w e have seen, is r o l e - t a k i n g o r 
e m p a t h y . N e a r l y every possible socia l act involves t h i s p u t t i n g o f orfeself i n 
t h e place o f a n o t h e r o r o the r s i n a soc ia l s i t u a t i o n a n d t h e n a t t e m p t i n g t o see 
t h e s i t u a t i o n a n d one's r o l e i n i t as t he o t h e r pe r son sees i t . T h i s s t r u c t u r i n g 
o f t h e s i t u a t i o n t h e n becomes an i m p o r t a n t var iab le w h i c h helps t o deter­
m i n e w h a t a c t i o n one w i l l t ake i n a p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n . Because o f t h i s , t he 
e m p a t h i c process has a c r u c i a l i n f l u e n c e o n t h e o u t c o m e o f any socia l 
i n t e r a c t i o n . 

Several s tudies o f e m p a t h y re levant t o t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n have been under ­
t a k e n . O n e b y G o o d m a n and Ofshe ( 1 9 6 8 , p p . 6 0 2 - 6 0 3 ) o n di f ferences i n 
levels o f e m p a t h y b e t w e e n m a r r i e d couples , engaged couples , a n d strangers 
h a d one su rp r i s ing r e su l t . Whereas t h e males s h o w e d t h e expec t ed l inear 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n e m p a t h y a n d m a r i t a l status ( i . e . , t h e engaged males 
r a n k e d b e t w e e n t h e strangers a n d t h e husbands ) , f o r t h e females , h o w e v e r , 
t h e da t a were c l ea r ly d i s c o r d a n t w i t h t h e a u t h o r s ' e x p e c t a t i o n s . T h e m e a n 
scores f o r wives revealed t h a t t h e y were less accura te at r o l e - t a k i n g t h a n 
w e r e t h e engaged females . T h e a u t h o r s suggested w h y th i s s h o u l d be so a n d 
a l t h o u g h t h e y have n o t p r o v e d i t , t h e e x p l a n a t i o n seems s o u n d . T h e y say 
t h a t w i t h t h e adven t o f mar r i age , t he range o f i n s t r u m e n t a l f u n c t i o n s r e q u i r e d 
o f t h e male increases w h i l e the re is o f t e n a s imu l t aneous r e d u c t i o n i n hi(5 
expressive b e h a v i o u r . T h i s makes t h e l e a rn ing o f t h e male 's r o l e d u r i n g th i s 
p e r i o d m o r e d i f f i c u l t f o r t h e female as c o m p a r e d t o the p rev ious p e r i o d o f 
engagement . H a n n a n a n d K a t s i a o u n i ( 1 9 7 7 ) i n a s t u d y o f f a r m fami l ies i n 
I r e l a n d cons ide r ed e m p a t h y b e t w e e n h u s b a n d a n d w i f e , measu r ing t h e e x t e n t 
o f m u t u a l e m p a t h y . I n over o n e - s i x t h o f t h e cases, fami l i es h a d a h i g h , t o 
v e r y h i g h , l eve l o f m u t u a l he lpfu lness , c o - o p e r a t i o n , c o n v i v i a l i t y , gregarious-
ness a n d i n t e rdependence w i t h i n t he f a m i l y . I n o n e - s i x t h o f t he fami l i es also,, 
e m o t i o n a l i n t e g r a t i o n was v e r y l o w , w h i l e t he r e m a i n i n g t w o - t h i r d s were 
even ly d i v i d e d b e t w e e n the t w o ex t r emes . I t was f o u n d t h a t o n l y 5 per cent 



o f t h e f ami l i e s w e r e so w e l l i n t e g r a t e d t h a t a l l s ix i t e m s w e r e scored p o s i t i v e l y . 
M u t u a l i t y o f in te res t s , w h i c h i m p l i e s c o m m u n i t y o f values, w o u l d be an 

area o f e n q u i r y i n s t u d y i n g t he q u a l i t y o f a r e l a t i o n s h i p . Neuhaus a n d 
Neuhaus ( 1 9 7 4 , p . 8) p o i n t o u t t h a t be fo re mar r i age , some i n d i v i d u a l s m a y 
have f o u n d t h e i r m a j o r g r a t i f i c a t i o n s i n spor t s , h o b b i e s , e tc . , i n w h i c h t h e i r 
spouses have n o rea l i n t e r e s t . D u r i n g t h e engagement a n d ea r ly m a r i t a l p e r i o d , 
t h e c o u p l e m a y f i n d i t necessary t o revise t h e i r ideas a n d change t h e i r 
b e h a v i o u r , so t h a t t h e y w i l l be able t o deve lop some shared m u t u a l in teres ts . 
These a u t h o r s go o n t o say t h a t couples o f t e n f i n d th i s change a source o f 
c o n f l i c t a n d a d d : " . . . agreeing t o m a i n t a i n some separate ac t iv i t i e s is u s u a l l y 
w i s e , and can i n v o l v e as m u c h ( and o f t e n m o r e ) m a t u r i t y as d o i n g e v e r y t h i n g 
t o g e t h e r . " 

Whenever m a r i t a l d i s c o r d is discussed, t he p r o b l e m o f excessive c o n s u m p ­
t i o n o f a l c o h o l i n e v i t a b l y comes u p as a f a c to r . Straus ( 1 9 5 9 ) discussed t h e 
p e r s o n a l i t y t y p e o f t he excessive d r i n k e r , say ing t h a t mar r iage w o u l d m o s t 
l i k e l y p r o v e i n t o l e r a b l e t o h i m or her , and consc ious ly or u n c o n s c i o u s l y , he 
o r she w i l l seek i t s d i s s o l u t i o n . J a c k s o n ( 1 9 6 9 ) cites t h e h i g h d i v o r c e ra t e 
a m o n g a l coho l i c s a n d says t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y o f w o m e n w h o f i n d themselves 
m a r r i e d t o a l coho l i c s appear t o d i v o r c e t h e m . 

W h i l e e x a m i n i n g t he ef fec t o f excessive c o n s u m p t i o n o f a l c o h o l o n t h e 
q u a l i t y o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p p r i o r t o mar r i age , t h e l eve l o f a l c o h o l c o n s u m p t i o n 
b y e i the r o r b o t h m e m b e r s o f t he engaged c o u p l e w o u l d also need t o be 
e x a m i n e d , as t he onset o f excessive d r i n k i n g m a y n o t o c c u r u n t i l a f te r 
mar r i age , and t h e n one w o u l d have t o l o o k f o r causes o f t h i s onse t . O n th i s 
p o i n t also w e w o u l d a d d St raus ' ( 1 9 5 9 ) c o m m e n t — " I n each case one m u s t 
l o o k t o r e f i n e d levels o f b e h a v i o u r a n d realise t h a t t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p o f excessive 
d r i n k i n g t o p r o b l e m s o f m a r i t a l assoc ia t ion is a lmos t i n v a r i a b l y one o f 
m u l t i p l e j o i n t causa t ion a n d m o s t r a r e l y one o f d i r e c t cause a n d e f f e c t " . 

T o assess t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e present r e l a t i o n s h i p , i t is perhaps necessary f o r 
a pe r son t o have h a d o t h e r r e l a t i onsh ips w i t h w h i c h t o c o m p a r e i t . Baber 
( 1 9 5 3 , p . 1 3 8 ) discusses th i s p o i n t , as d i d K i r k p a t r i c k a n d C a p l o w ( 1 9 4 5 ) 
some years p r e v i o u s l y . Baber c o m m e n t s t h a t " O n e w h o has gone w i t h a 
n u m b e r o f a t t r a c t i v e c o m p a n i o n s be fo re m a k i n g a f i n a l c h o i c e s h o u l d be 
able , o t h e r fac tors b e i n g equa l , t o choose m o r e w i s e l y t h a n one w h o acquires 
a ' s teady ' w h i l e v e r y y o u n g a n d c o n t i n u e s i n t h i s person 's c o m p a n y u n t i l o l d 
e n o u g h t o m a r r y . " 

F r o m a n o t h e r p o i n t o f v i e w one c o u l d argue t h a t t h e acute pa infu lness o f 
t h e exper ience o f a b r o k e n love af fa i r m a y fos ter a consc ious o r unconsc ious 
avo idance o f t he r i s k o f i t s ever h a p p e n i n g again . Burgess a n d W a l l i n ( 1 9 5 3 , 
p p . 1 8 5 - 1 8 6 ) feel also t h a t t h e f i r s t love m i g h t c o n t i n u e t o be cher i shed c o n ­
sc ious ly o r u n c o n s c i o u s l y . E i t h e r o f these ad jus tmen t s t o t he s i t u a t i o n 
(avoidance or i dea l i s a t i on ) m i g h t i m p a i r t he c a p a c i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e anew i n a 



genu ine u n a m b i v a l e n t l ove r e l a t i o n s h i p . I n as m u c h as such a r e l a t i o n s h i p is 
r ega rded as essential f o r a c o m p l e t e l y sa t i s fy ing c o m p a n i o n s h i p mar r i age , 
t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f ach i ev ing t h e l a t t e r m a y be den i ed persons w h o have N 

suf fe red a b r o k e n love a f fa i r . 

Burgess a n d W a l l i n ( 1 9 5 3 , p p . 1 8 1 - 1 8 2 ) f o u n d evidence t h a t w o m e n are 
s l i g h t l y m o r e d i sposed t h a n m e n t o have d o u b t s o r regrets a b o u t t he pa r tne r ­
ship t o w h i c h t h e y have c o m m i t t e d themselves . T h i s f i n d i n g is cons i s ten t 
w i t h t h e K i r k p a t r i c k a n d C a p l o w ( 1 9 4 5 , p . 1 2 3 ) s t u d y w h e r e t w i c e as m a n y 
w o m e n as m e n said t h e y h a d e n d e d one a f fa i r because t h e y ( the w o m e n ) 
became in t e r e s t ed i n o t h e r m e n . 

Wal l e r ( 1 9 3 8 , p . 3 5 3 ) d is t inguishes b e t w e e n des t ruc t ive a n d p r o d u c t i v e 
quarre ls i n m a r r i a g e . T h i s d i s t i n c t i o n c o u l d also be a p p l i e d t o p r e - m a r i t a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s . D e s t r u c t i v e quar re l s , Wal l e r feels, are d i r e c t e d at t he w h o l e 
p e r s o n a n d " d e s t r o y t he necessary r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n and f i c t i o n s b y w h i c h t h e 
p e r s o n lives a n d t he mar r iage pers i s t s" a n d t h e y t e n d t o be f o l l o w e d b y m o r e 
quar re l s . P r o d u c t i v e quar re l s , o n t he o t h e r h a n d , l ead t o a r e d e f i n i t i o n o f 
t h e s i t u a t i o n b y v i r t u e o f w h i c h t h e marr iage is m a d e s t ronger . 

L a n d i s a n d L a n d i s ( 1 9 6 8 , p . 2 8 8 ) t e l l us t h a t research o n engaged couples 
has s h o w n t h a t couples w h o do n o t have a rguments a n d quarre ls are less 
l i k e l y t o b r e a k t h e i r engagement . W h e n couples insis t t h a t t h e y have never 
disagreed, h o w e v e r , one is p r o m p t e d t o ask, i f i t is so, w h i c h o f t h e m is 
sac r i f i c ing t h e i r i n t e g r i t y o n the a l ta r o f t h e o the r ' s demands . C o m i n g t o 
levels o f agreement w i t h i n mar r i age , L a n d i s a n d L a n d i s say t h a t i t is safe to 
assume t h a t i n a l l marr iages , d i f ferences o f o p i n i o n a n d p o t e n t i a l c o n f l i c t 
s i t ua t ions w i l l arise i n one or m o r e o f t h e areas r e q u i r i n g agreement o r co­
o p e r a t i o n . T h i s is n o r m a l . T h e y a n d Wal l e r agree t h a t t he q u a l i t y o f t h e 
coup le ' s ove ra l l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i l l be d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e i r ways o f m e e t i n g 
these s i t u a t i o n s . H o w p o t e n t i a l c o n f l i c t s i tua t ions are reso lved is f u n d a m e n t a l 
t o t h e happiness o f t he 'ma r r i age pa r tne r s . 

A n o t h e r p o i n t here is t h a t Slater a n d W o o d s i d e ( 1 9 5 1 ) d i d n o t f i n d hus­
bands a n d wives m o s t l y agreeing i n w h a t t h e y say a b o u t t h e i r marr iages . 
These a u t h o r s are discussing m a i n l y marriages w h e r e the re is c o n f l i c t , b u t w e 
fee l t h e i r c o m m e n t is s t i l l t r u e f o r m o s t marr iages a n d M a r s d e n ( 1 9 6 9 ) also 
asserts t h a t the re is t he p r o b l e m o f g e t t i n g re l i ab le i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t a c tua l 
b e h a v i o u r . Several studies have c lea r ly d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t couples d o n o t 
agree a b o u t t he n a t u r e a n d causes o f t h e i r d isagreements . 

F o l l o w i n g o n f r o m disagreements a n d quarre ls is a n o t h e r f a c t o r somet imes 
associated w i t h mar r iage b r e a k d o w n , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y i m p o r t a n t i n a s t u d y 
such as t h i s — v i o l e n c e . T h e use o f p h y s i c a l v io l ence b y a h u s b a n d against 
his w i f e , o r , less u s u a l l y , b y t he w i f e against he r h u s b a n d , can c o n s t i t u t e a 
p r o b l e m w h e r e v io l ence i n t he h o m e is n o t a c u l t u r a l n o r m f o r e i t he r p a r t y . 
K o m a r o v s k y ( 1 9 6 2 , p . 1 9 1 ) f inds t h a t : " P h y s i c a l aggression is m o r e f r e q u e n t 



a m o n g the less e d u c a t e d . " T o c h ( 1 9 7 2 , p . 10 ) assumes t h a t : " P h y s i c a l fo rce 
is a charac te r i s t i c pe r sona l r e a c t i o n , a n d is i n v o k e d b y some p e o p l e w i t h t he 
same cons i s t ency t h a t persuas ion , o r r e t r ea t , s e l f - i n su l a t ion , o r h u m o u r , o r 
de f i ance , is e m p l o y e d b y o t h e r s . " T h e use o f v i o l e n c e t h e n m a y be class-
-based since r eac t ions such as pe r suas ion , r e t r ea t o r s e l f - i n su l a t i on p r o b a b l y 
r e q u i r e m o r e s o p h i s t i c a t i o n t h a n v i o l e n c e , w h i c h is u s u a l l y an i m m e d i a t e o r 
u n t h i n k i n g r e a c t i o n t o w h a t e v e r a n n o y a n c e is p resen ted . 

T h e var iables , t h e n , i n c l u d e d here as c o n s t i t u e n t s o f t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p w o u l d be c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e f u t u r e o f t he r e l a t i o n s h i p , levels o f 
e m p a t h y , m u t u a l in te res t s , a n y p r o b l e m s w i t h a l c o h o l , o t h e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 
c o n f l i c t a n d disagreements a n d v i o l e n c e . F r o m t h e l i t e r a t u r e i t w o u l d appear 
t h a t those w i t h a h i g h l eve l o f e m p a t h y , some l eve l o f m u t u a l in te res t s , n o 
p r o b l e m s a b o u t a l c o h o l c o n s u m p t i o n , n o r m a l r e l a t i onsh ip s w i t h p rev ious 
pa r tne r s , c o n s t r u c t i v e disagreements a n d n o v i o l e n c e i n t h e i r r e l a t i onsh ips 
w o u l d be t h e couples w i t h h i g h q u a l i t y r e l a t i o n s h i p s . T o t u r n t h e n t o o u r 
t h i r d h y p o t h e s i s , w e w o u l d say t h a t these couples w o u l d also be those w h o 
h a d a h i g h l eve l o f h o m o g a m y a n d w o u l d n o t have h a d a sho r t acqua in t ance 
o r engagement ; t h a t t h e y w o u l d n o t be m a r r y i n g , f o r ins tance , t o a v o i d an 
unpleasan t h o m e s i t u a t i o n , b u t w o u l d have a c o m m i t m e n t t o mar r i age , a n d 
t o t h e p e r s o n t o w h o m t h e y are engaged; a n d l a s t ly t h a t t h e y w o u l d p r o b a b l y 
have l i v e d f a i r l y near one ano the r . 

I l l M E T H O D O L O G Y 

I n th i s s ec t i on w e discuss f i r s t t he m e t h o d o l o g y t o be used i n f i n d i n g a 
n a t i o n a l sample o f engaged couples f o r t h e m a i n s t u d y , a n d second , t he 
t e s t i n g o f t he m e t h o d i n a p i l o t s t u d y . 

F o r t h e purposes o f th i s s t u d y an engaged c o u p l e w i l l be d e f i n e d as t w o 
persons o f o p p o s i t e sexes w h o have p r o m i s e d t o m a r r y each o t h e r a n d have 
a l ready a p p r o a c h e d a m i n i s t e r o f r e l i g i o n o r a regis t rar i n o r d e r t o arrange 
t h e i r mar r i age . T h i s l a t t e r p a r t o f t he d e f i n i t i o n is necessary because o f t h e 
i n t e n t i o n o f i n t e r v i e w i n g t h e same couples f ive years af ter mar r i age . Ins is tence 
o n c h o o s i n g o n l y those a b s o l u t e l y d e c i d e d t o m a r r y w i l l m a x i m i s e t he n u m b e r 
o f r e sponden t s avai lable f o r t he second i n t e r v i e w . I t is app rec i a t ed t h a t t he r e 
m a y be a sample loss a n y w a y so every e f f o r t has t o be made t o m i n i m i s e t h i s . 

T h e d i f f i c u l t i e s o f c h o o s i n g a r a n d o m sample o f r e sponden t s w h e r e n o l i s t , 
register o r f rame exis ts are, o f course , e n o r m o u s . Several m e t h o d s w e r e 
cons ide r ed , a n d bases m e n t i o n e d , f o r ins tance , e l ec to r a l wards i n c i t i e s , 
d i s t r i c t e l ec to r a l d iv i s ions i n r u r a l areas. H o w e v e r , i t seemed best t o consu l t 
t h e register o f marr iages since r e g i s t r a t i o n d i s t r i c t s appeared t o be v iab le 
u n i t s , t he r e b e i n g n o w a y o f i d e n t i f y i n g couples i n a n y o f t he o t h e r u n i t s . 
T h e r e f o r e , i t was necessary t o a p p r o a c h t h e C h i e f Regis t rar o f Marr iages , 



w h o i n f o r m e d us t h a t , f o r t he m o s t p a r t , Regis t ra rs ' d i s t r i c t s were f a i r l y 
close t o p a r i s h b o u n d a r i e s — a n u m b e r o f parishes b e i n g i n each r e g i s t r a t i o n 
d i s t r i c t . T h i s was i m p o r t a n t because w e h a d c o n t i n u a l l y t o keep t he pa r i sh 
as a u n i t i n m i n d g iven t h a t o u r d e f i n i t i o n s ta ted t h a t t he c o u p l e m u s t have 
a p p r o a c h e d a m i n i s t e r o f r e l i g i o n . 

T h e n u m b e r o f marr iages i n t he year 1 9 7 4 was e v e n t u a l l y t a k e n as t h e 
base f igure f r o m w h i c h t o choose t he sample . The re were a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
2 2 , 0 0 0 marr iages ce l eb ra t ed i n I r e l a n d i n 1 9 7 4 a n d a sample o f 6 0 0 couples 
was d e c i d e d u p o n — a sample o f r o u g h l y 2 per cen t . 

T h e n u m b e r o f marr iages i n each R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t i n I r e l a n d was 
o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e R e g i o n a l H e a l t h Boa rds . These were t h e n l i s t e d i n o r d e r 
o f t h e n u m b e r o f marr iages i n each. T h e r e w e r e 6 3 8 R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t s 
— t h e h ighes t n u m b e r o f marr iages b e i n g 6 5 6 . I n some R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t s , 
s i x t een t o be exac t , t he re w e r e n o marriages d u r i n g 1 9 7 4 . T h e c u m u l a t i v e 
t o t a l marr iages were 2 2 , 2 9 4 . I t was d e c i d e d t o p u l l o u t s i x t y clusters o f t e n 
coup les each. Stage 1 t h e n was t h a t each c lus ter is associated w i t h 2 2
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marr iages ; 3 7 2 . F o r t h e c lus te r cen t re w e t o o k a r a n d o m s tar t i n t h e range 
1-372 a n d p r o c e e d e d at in te rva ls o f 3 7 2 . T h e r a n d o m star t was 5 1 a n d w e 
t h e n g o t 6 0 c lus te r centres at 5 1 , 4 2 3 , 795 a n d so o n i n t h e c u m u l a t i v e l i s t 
o r s u m . F i f t y - e i g h t R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t s w e r e selected, since t w o were large 
e n o u g h t o have t w o u n i t s , t h u s m a k i n g 6 0 u n i t s . U n i t s o f 10 marr iages were 
d e c i d e d u p o n as a reasonable n u m b e r f o r each d i s t r i c t , a n d f o r the t w o 
largest ones — i n D u b l i n c i t y i n th i s ins tance — t w o u n i t s we re selected, again 
o n a r a n d o m n u m b e r basis. A m i n i m u m o f 30 marriages per year i n each 
R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t was d e c i d e d u p o n since i t was p r o p o s e d t o i n t e r v i e w 
d u r i n g a f o u r m o n t h s p e r i o d , i .e . , o n e - t h i r d o f t he year , t h u s g i v i n g a u n i t o f 
10 f r o m a d i s t r i c t f o r t h a t p e r i o d . F o r t he smal ler R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t s 
(less t h a n 30 marr iages pe r yea r ) areas b e l o w t h e m o n t h e l i s t w e r e a d d e d t o 
m a k e u p t h e 30 f r o m w h i c h t o o b t a i n a u n i t o f 10 . 

Stage 2 i n v o l v e d . b r e a k i n g d o w n the R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t s i n t o parishes 
a n d c h e c k i n g t h e n u m b e r o f marriages i n each pa r i sh . A p r o p o r t i o n a t e n u m b e r 
was g iven t o each pa r i sh based o n t h e n u m b e r o f marr iages i n 1 9 7 4 a n d a 
d i v i s i o n o f t h e 10 marr iages i n the R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t was made b e t w e e n 
t h e parishes o n th i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e basis. H a v i n g chosen t he sample parishes 
i n t h e sample R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t s , t h e Bishops o f t he Dioceses c o n c e r n e d 
w o u l d have t o be reques ted t o g ran t p e r m i s s i o n t o a p p r o a c h t he c l e rgy i n 
t h e sample parishes a n d , t h i s b e i n g o b t a i n e d , the pa r i sh c le rgy w o u l d be 
asked t o e x p l a i n t h e survey t o couples a b o u t t o be m a r r i e d and ask t h e m t o 
co-opera te . T h e c l e rgy w o u l d t h e n be asked t o pass o n t he names o f the 10 
couples i n t h e i r p a r i s h agreeable t o b e i n g i n t e r v i e w e d f o r t h e s t u d y . 

T u r n i n g t o t he p i l o t s t u d y t h e n , i t was envisaged t h a t i t w o u l d i n c l u d e 
r e sponden t s f r o m b o t h u r b a n a n d r u r a l areas. F i f t y couples , t h a t is 100 



i n d i v i d u a l s , we re t o be i n t e r v i e w e d . T h e r u r a l areas selected f o r t he p i l o t 
w e r e i n t he dioceses o f K i l l a l o e , L i m e r i c k a n d K e r r y . A l e t t e r was sent t o t he 
re levan t pa r i sh pr ies ts , p e r m i s s i o n h a v i n g been o b t a i n e d f r o m the B i shops , 
e x p l a i n i n g t h e n a t u r e a n d pu rpose o f t h e s t u d y . T h i s was f o l l o w e d u p b y 
vis i ts t o these p a r t i c u l a r pr iests a n d a n u m b e r o f o t h e r pr iests w h o w o u l d 
be l i k e l y t o be i n v o l v e d w h e n the f u l l s t u d y w e n t i n t o t he f i e l d . I n a l l , 25 
pr iests we re v i s i t e d i n t h e r u r a l areas and t h e i r c o - o p e r a t i o n reques ted a n d 
o b t a i n e d . Th i s c o - o p e r a t i o n i n v o l v e d t h e i r i n f o r m i n g a n y engaged couples , 
w h o a p p r o a c h e d t h e m t o arrange t h e i r marr iages , a b o u t t he s t u d y a n d 
r e q u e s t i n g t h e m t o s u b m i t t o an i n t e r v i e w . Some pr ies ts r e q u i r e d a great dea l 
o f e x p l a n a t i o n w h i l e o the r s w e r e clear a n d r eady f r o m t h e ou t se t . I t m u s t be 
said t h a t a l l o f t he pr ies ts we re e x t r e m e l y in t e r e s t ed a n d co -opera t ive . 

F o r t he u r b a n p i l o t , s imi l a r a r rangements were m a d e i n t h a t le t te rs were 
sent t o pr iests i n re levant parishes. These le t t e r s again e x p l a i n e d t h e survey 
a n d i t s ob jec t ives . Several pr iests w e r e v i s i t e d a n d t h e inves t iga to r is u n d e r 
t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t those pr ies ts w h o r eques t ed a pe r sona l i n t e r v i e w w i t h her 
were a n x i o u s t o speak face t o face w i t h t he p e r s o n i n charge o f t h e s t u d y . A 
n u m b e r o f i n t e r v i e w s f o l l o w e d a n d i t was h o p e d t o c o n t i n u e i n t h i s w a y . 
H o w e v e r , su f f i c i en t n u m b e r s were n o t rece ived a n d t he inves t iga to r h a d t o 
a p p r o a c h pr iests o rgan i s ing pre-marr iage c o u n s e l l i n g courses t o o b t a i n 
r e sponden t s f r o m these. T h i s was poss ible because p r i o r t o d r a f t i n g t he 
ques t i onna i r e a n d o b t a i n i n g a sample w e h a d c o n t a c t e d t he C a t h o l i c Mar r i age 
A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l a n d t he Mar r i age C o u n s e l l i n g Service w i t h a v i e w t o 
a p p r o a c h i n g some o f t he engaged couples a t t e n d i n g pre-marr iage courses. 
A n u m b e r o f couples f r o m the C a t h o l i c Mar r i age A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l courses 
were c o n t a c t e d i n th i s w a y . 

A s can be seen f r o m the above , t he task o f c o n t a c t was l o n g a n d a rduous . 
T h e pr iests h a d t o be c o n v i n c e d a n d t h e y i n t u r n h a d t o c o n v i n c e t h e respon­
den ts . M u t u a l l y su i tab le i n t e r v i e w dates a n d t imes h a d t h e n t o be a r ranged . 
I t was m a d e m o r e c o m p l i c a t e d b y some responden t s p r e f e r r i n g t o be i n t e r ­
v i e w e d a w a y f r o m t h e i r h o m e s . T h e p r e s b y t e r y o r o t h e r a l t e rna t i ve l o c a t i o n 
h a d t o be f o u n d i n r u r a l i n t e r v i e w s . 

A t th is p i l o t stage also, a test as t o t h e best w a y o f i n t e r v i e w i n g t he 
c o u p l e — separate ly o r t oge the r — was m a d e . I t was d e c i d e d t h a t i f i n t e r ­
v iews w e r e t o be u n d e r t a k e n each m e m b e r o f t h e c o u p l e m u s t be i n t e r v i e w e d 
separate ly a n d i f t he ques t i onna i r e was t o be c o m p l e t e d b y t h e subjects , 
t h e y m u s t d o i t i n d i v i d u a l l y w i t h o u t c o n s u l t a t i o n . T h i s was d e c i d e d u p o n , 
h a v i n g t e s t ed t h e i n t e r v i e w m e t h o d o f b o t h t o g e t h e r , a n d seen h o w m e m b e r s 
o f t he c o u p l e r e f e r r ed a n d de fe r red t o each o t h e r a b o u t repl ies . I t was fe l t 
also t h a t m a n y i t e m s m i g h t n o t have been discussed o r i n d e e d c e r t a i n m a t t e r s 
m i g h t n o t have been revea led t o each o t h e r . T h e r e f o r e , a separate i n t e r v i e w , 
w h e r e a pe r son was assured o f c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y , w o u l d p r o b a b l y reveal m o r e 



t h a n w h e r e t h e p e r s o n was present t o w h o m , i t c o u l d be p r e s u m e d , one m i g h t 
w i s h t o s h o w t h e best s ide. A s p r e v i o u s l y m e n t i o n e d , several studies ( fo r 
ins t ance , Slater a n d W o o d s i d e a n d Mar sden ) c o m m e n t o n t he p r o b l e m s o f 
i n t e r v i e w i n g b o t h m e m b e r s o f t h e c o u p l e toge the r . 

T o c o n c l u d e o n t he p r o b l e m s o f s a m p l i n g , since Stage 2 , t es ted i n t he 
p i l o t , p r o v e d t o o l e n g t h y , a rduous a n d c u m b e r s o m e , an a l t e rna t ive m e t h o d 
w i l l have t o be f o u n d . I t was suggested t h a t a sample be selected f r o m those 
a t t e n d i n g pre-marr iage courses. F r o m enqui r ies i t was es tabl ished t h a t over 
o n e - t h i r d o f a l l couples a b o u t t o m a r r y a t t e n d a pre-marr iage course . Since 
t h e p r o p o r t i o n a t t e n d i n g is o n l y o n e - t h i r d a n d th i s o n e - t h i r d m a y o r m a y n o t 
be a h i g h l y select g r o u p , t he i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r sample bias are o b v i o u s . Some 
o t h e r m e t h o d o f c h o o s i n g a n a t i o n a l sample , f r o m w h i c h general isat ions can 
be m a d e , w i l l have t o be w o r k e d o u t . 

We s h o u l d n o t e some p r o b l e m s i n t h e c o m p o s i t i o n o f samples i n c o m p l e t e d 
s tudies o f engaged o r m a r r i e d coup les . These are m a i n l y i n t h e U n i t e d States 
a n d t h e c h i e f c r i t i c i s m l eve l l ed against t h e m is t h a t t h e i r respondents have 
b e e n , a lmos t i n v a r i a b l y , u n i v e r s i t y s tudents . We are w e l l aware o f t he d i f f i ­
cu l t i e s o f s a m p l i n g a n d also t he f i n a n c i a l cons t r a in t s i n v o l v e d , b u t never the­
less t h e f i nd ings o f these studies i n general , i .e . , t h a t t he socia l t y p e w h i c h 
adjusts m o r e r e a d i l y t o mar r iage is t he social ised pe r son , are based o n soci­
a l i s a t i o n w i t h i n one class, n a m e l y , t he m i d d l e class. Ind ices o f soc ia l i sa t ion 
ev iden t i n t h e da t a i n these studies are m a t u r i t y , e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t y 
a n d a c h i e v e m e n t , p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n r e l ig ious ac t iv i t i e s ( such as a t t e n d i n g 
S u n d a y s c h o o l a n d c h u r c h ) , p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n socia l l i f e as m a n i f e s t e d b y t he 
n u m b e r o f f r i ends , m e m b e r s h i p o f organisa t ions a n d residence i n ne igh­
b o u r h o o d s o f s ing le - f ami ly d w e l l i n g t y p e a n d these are a l l middle-class 
charac te r i s t i cs . T h e social ised p e r s o n , as seen i n these s tudies , is perhaps 
a n y w a y charac te r i sed b y t r a i t s o f s t a b i l i t y , c o n v e n t i o n a l i t y a n d c o n f o r m i t y . 
He/she has been m o u l d e d b y , a n d has p a r t i c i p a t e d i n , h i s /her socia l i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s . He/she is , t h e r e f o r e , w e l l f i t t e d b y t r a i n i n g a n d exper ience t o m a k e t he 
ad jus tmen t s r e q u i r e d i n mar r i age . Since s tat is t ics u p t o r e c e n t l y have s h o w n 
t h a t t he l o w e r t h e soc io -economic s tatus , t he m o r e l i k e l y is d i v o r c e t o o c c u r , 
these studies c o n c e n t r a t e d o n w h a t m i g h t be regarded as l o w e r - r i s k g roups . 

T h e r e is n o w , h o w e v e r , some evidence o f an increase i n t h e rates o f 
d i v o r c e a m o n g the m i d d l e class, r e l a t ive t o t h e rates i n the l o w e r socio­
e c o n o m i c g roups . F o r ins tance , C o m m a i l l e , i n his paper " V e r s une n o u v e l l e 
d e f i n i t i o n d u d i v o r c e " ( 1 9 7 8 ) , c o m m e n t s o n t h e rise i n d i v o r c e rates a m o n g 
t h e m i d d l e class i n F rance . H e bel ieves, and th i s c o u l d , n o d o u b t , a p p l y t o 
m o s t Wes te rn states, t h a t t he reason f o r th i s rise is t h a t t he a t t i t u d e s o f t he 
m i d d l e class i n f a m i l y m a t t e r s are t h e m o s t permiss ive a n d reveal a m u c h 
greater acceptance o f t h e changes t h a t are t a k i n g p lace , i n , f o r e x a m p l e , 
concep t s o f mar r iage a n d o f c o n j u g a l a n d p a r e n t a l ro les . C o m m a i l l e r emarks 



t h a t w o r k o u t s i d e t he h o m e has increased f o r w o m e n i n France at t he 
greatest ra te a m o n g m i d d l e class w o m e n (see, T h e v e n o t , 1 9 7 7 ) . T h e m o s t 
p e r c e p t i b l e effect o f th i s has been w i t h regard t o t he f a m i l y , (see, T a b a r d , 
1 9 7 4 ) . C o m m a i l l e goes o n t o say t h a t t h e n e w m o d e l o f t he f a m i l y is m a i n l y 
a p r o d u c t o f t h e m i d d l e class. So t he reasons f o r t he rise i n d i v o r c e rates a m o n g 
t h e m i d d l e class m a y be q u i t e d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e reasons f o r t h e h i g h e r d i v o r c e 
rates i n t he l o w e r g roups . We have a rgued t h a t , u p t o n o w , since d i v o r c e 
rates were h ighe r i n t he l o w e r g roups , i t was n o t v a l i d t o p r o d u c e results 
w h i c h c o n f i n e d themselves t o samples o f m i d d l e class r e sponden t s a n d d r e w 
inferences t o t he w h o l e p o p u l a t i o n . Based o n C o m m a i l l e ' s e x p l a n a t i o n f o r 
r i s i ng d i v o r c e rates a m o n g t h e m i d d l e classes, w e w o u l d n o w argue t h a t i t is 
even m o r e i m p o r t a n t t o t ake samples f r o m a l l classes since pressures i n 
marr iage m a y be t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t f o r d i f f e r e n t classes. I n a n y f u t u r e s t u d y o f 
engagement o r mar r iage th i s m u s t be t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t . 

I V C O N C L U S I O N 

We have , i n th i s paper , suggested some hypo theses w h i c h m i g h t be used i n 
a s t u d y o f engagement a n d a f o l l o w - u p s t u d y o f marr iage i n I r e l a n d . These 
hypo theses are based o n t he l i t e r a t u r e , t a k i n g a c c o u n t o f t he m a i n f i n d i n g s 
o n t he variables i m p o r t a n t i n t he cho ice o f a p a r t n e r , t h e b u i l d i n g u p o f a 
r e l a t i o n s h i p a n d t he even tua l q u a l i t y o f t h a t r e l a t i o n s h i p . A l s o discussed 
was t he d i f f i c u l t y o f c h o o s i n g a sample f o r a s t u d y o f engaged coup les , f o r 
w h o m n o s a m p l i n g f r ame exis ts . A p a r t i c u l a r m e t h o d o f s a m p l i n g was t r i e d 
a n d f o u n d u n s u i t a b l e because o f i t s c u m b e r s o m e n a t u r e . 
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