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A BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE
IRISH HOUSE OF COMMONS, 1640-1641

Brid M¢Grath

SUMMARY

This thesis examines the membership of the 1640 Irish House of
Commons up to November 1641. It identifies 288 men who were members of
the House at that time, matches them to their constituencies, where appropriate,
and provides biographical information on each of them. It provides similar
information on three other men who were returned to the house but either did

not take their seats, or the date of whose return remains unknown.

METHODOLOGY

The methodology involved drawing up the most comprehensive list of
m.p.s that was possible, consulting a wide range of published and unpublished
sources (genealogical material, educational records, property transactions,
collections of letters and papers, parliamentary records and other materials (e.g.
the Depositions)) to locate as much information as possible about each m.p. This
information was collated into a biographical sketch of each member and also
analysed under a variety of headings (ethnic origins, age and place in family,
education, previous parliamentary experience and local connections) to provide
composite information about the members. The appendix also includes an
analysis of Irish parliamentary representation between 1560 and 1640, broken

down by constituency, showing the way that representation changed in each area.

FINDINGS

The major findings of the thesis lie in the information collected on
each member, which combine to form a picture of the Irish political community
on the eve of the outbreak of the 1641 rebellion. It was possible to establish the
identities of 96.9% of the members and the families of all of the others. This

compares well with an earlier study of the 1613 Commons, in which two (0.8%)



m.p.s remained unidentified and 8 others (3%) for whom information was

available on their families only.

It also provides some analysis of the groupings within the parliament
e.g. the administration’s clients and supporters, groups of m.p.s of Scottish or
Gaelic origin, and groupings associated with other significant figures (e.g. the earl
of Cork, Sir William Parsons and the Loftuses).

Finally, it was also possible to identify for the first time the
constituencies for which a number of prominent m.p.s sat. Most significantly,
these included Patrick Darcy, whose return indicates the extraordinary extent of
co-operation between the new English and old English / Gaelic political

communities in early 1641.

The study confirms the strong cohesion of the old English community
and its growing closeness to the prominent Gaelic families, and also the
developing and heterogeneous local protestant communities throughout
Ireland, a phenomenon suggested also by the contents of the Depositions. The
study shows high levels of local integration of the m.p.s and a surprisingly high
level in the case of the protestants. An overwhelming 91.7% of catholic county
members had two or more local connections (property /residence, family
connections or local office) and 82.9% of the catholic burgesses had at least two
local ties, compared with 91.3% of protestant county members and 42.4% of

protestant burgesses.



CONTENTS

Page
Dedication 2
Acknowledgements 3
Abbreviations 5
Biographical Abbreviations 6
Alphabetical List of M.P.s 7
Introduction 15
Chapter One
Irish Parliaments 25
Chapter Two
Biographies of M.P.s 48
Appendix (Volume Two)
Biographies of Karnes, Hamilton and Schout Al
Constituency Profiles A4
Ethnic Origin and date of arrival in Ireland A66
Age and Place in Family A76
Education A94
Previous Parliamentary Experience A106
Local Connections Al113
References to the biographies A125
Bibliography A192



DEDICATION

This thesis is dedicated to
my mother, Bernie McGrath, for all she has done for me, especially for
the interest in history which she first inspired in me

my husband Simon Devilly, who did not even mind my visiting

archives on our honeymoon

and to our beautiful son, Oisin Devilly.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

It gives me great pleasure to acknowledge the many types of assistance

which I received in writing this thesis.

I wish firstly to acknowledge the postgraduate study award from the
University of Dublin, which enabled me to resign my job in Limerick and come
back to Dublin in begin work on this study. This grant was worth more than
money to me, as it indicated confidence in my ability as a historian and I will
always be grateful to Trinity College for making this award to me. The College
also awarded me a bursary from the Grace Lawless Lee Fund which enabled me
to spend the summer of 1988 in Cambridge, using the Bradshaw Collection and
other resources; I know that my research benefited greatly from the time I was

able to spend in England that summer.

I originally intended to study the members of both the 1634 and 1640-2
Irish House of Commons. The amount of information available on the
members of these Houses was, however, far too much to be dealt with in one
thesis. I am grateful to Prof. Geoffrey Parker who suggested concentrating on the
later parliament only, and thus ensured that this work would actually be
completed. The research for the 1634 Commons has, however, been used

extensively in the biographies of all the members, as well as in the appendix.

I am grateful to the many librarians and archivists whose services I
used in the research for this thesis, including the staff of the library of Trinity
College Dublin, especially Charles Benson, Keeper of Early Printed Books, and
Felicity O’'Mahony of the Manuscripts Department; the National Library of
Ireland, the National Archives (Dublin), the Royal Irish Academy, especially
Siobhan O’Rafferty, Muriel McCarthy of Archbishop Marsh’s Library, the
reverend fathers in St. Peter’s College, Wexford and St. Kieran’s College,
Kilkenny. I remember with particular pleasure and sadness my visits to the
G.P.A. Bolton Library in Cashel and my friendship with the late Rev. David
Woodworth, Dean of Cashel, a remarkable man whose appreciation for the

treasures in his keeping greatly enhanced the pleasure of using that library.



In Britain, the staffs of the British Library, Public Records Office,
London, the Bodleian Library Oxford, the University Library, Cambridge, the
Lincolnshire Archives Office, Cheshire Records Office and the Advocates Library
in Scotland all provided access to their collections.

It gives me particular pleasure to thank the very courteous and
knowledgeable staff of the Nottinghamshire Records Office.

For accommodation in Britain, I am grateful to my sister Siobhan and
to Danielle Byrne.

For encouragement and support I am very grateful to Dr. Jane
Ohlmeyer, Charles Benson, Siobhan O’Rafferty, Danielle Byrne and my mother,
Bernie McGrath, who even brought me to John Wandesford’s quondam
residence, Aleppo. Research can be a lonely path; I am especially grateful to
David Hayton and especially Jane Ohlmeyer for the benefit of many stimulating

conversations on the nature of early 17th. century Ireland and on sources.

My husband and son, Simon and Oisin Devilly, provided all the love
and distractions that prevented this thesis’s earlier submission. I am grateful to
the last little Devilly for allowing me to finish it this time.

Finally, I am especially grateful to my supervisor, Prof. Aidan Clarke,
for his unfailing wisdom, knowledge, support and especially his quiet confidence
that this thesis would eventually be completed. Prof. Clarke has been my teacher
for more than 20 years and I know how great is my debt to him for all his

learning, kindness and constant good humour.



ABBREVIATIONS

M.p.s returned to the 1640 parliament who are referred to in the text are
denominated by an asterisk (*), indicating that fuller information about them

may be found in the biographies. The following abbreviations are used in the

biographies:

S. son (usually with a number, e.g. 2 s. (2nd. son) 3s. (3rd. son) &c.)
S.S. surviving son (usually with a number, e.g. 2 s. (2nd. son) &c.)
e.s. elder or eldest son

e.s.S. eldest surviving son

0.S. only son

coh. co-heir(ess)

b. born

m. married

rem. remarried

bur. buried

w. widow

unm. unmarried

da. daughter

0.5.p. obivit vita patris (died before his father)

d. died

+ (usually with date) after

- (usually with date) before

5! circa

ed. educated

Kt. knighted

Bart. created baronet or succeeded to a baronetcy

In the list of m.p.s, protestants are denominated by italics.

A number of editions of the Irish Commons Journals was published in
the eighteenth century; for simplicity, all references to the Journals’ are given as

dates of proceedings, rather than page numbers.1

1 Gribbon, H.D., ‘Journals of the Irish House of Commons.’ in An Leabharlann, 2nd. ser., 2(2),

(1985). pp 51-56.
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LIST OF M.P.S

Names given in italics denote m.p.s who were protestant at the time of their

return to the Commones.
§ Denotes returned in by-election.

$ Denotes left the house (died, resigned, inherited title of honour or was

unseated or expelled) between March 1640 and November 1641.

Constituencies given in parentheses indicate that the identity of the m.p.’s seat

has been assumed. See chapter one for the process of deduction.
This list is based on the following sources:

Commons Journals (Ireland).

ENGLAND: Parliament: House of Commons, Lists of members’ returns.
Members of Parliament, Part 1, Parliaments of England, 1213-1702, Part 2
Parliaments of Great Britain ... (London, 1878).

Young, R.M., The Town book of the corporation of Belfast, 1613-1816. (Belfast,
1892). (Wenman'’s return).

N.L.I. MS. 19,171, f. 319 (Clonmel town book).

H.M.C. Egmont (Dobbin’s return for Askeaton)

Clarke, A., The Old English in Ireland, 1625-42. (London, 1964).

Kearney, H.F., Strafford, in Ireland, 1633-41: a study in absolutism. (Manchester,

1959).

Biographical information on three other men is included in the
appendix: John Karnes (elected for Augher, but unseated in a second election
before the Commons met), John Hamilton, (returned for Down County, but died
before the House met) and Theodore Schout (returned at some unknown date

before June 1642, for an unidentified constituency).

$William Alford Ballinakill
Henry Archer Kilkenny
Richard Ashe Belturbet

F



Robert Bailey
Peregrine Bannister
Nicholas Barnwall
Patrick Barnwall
§Patrick Barnwall
Peter Barnwall
Richard Barnwall
§Richard Barnwall
Andrew Barrett
John Barry

Richard Barry
Christopher Bellew
John Bellew
§Richard Bellings
William Billingsley
Henry Bingham
Robert Byron

John Blake
Richard Blake
Valentine Blake
George Blakeney
Richard Blayney
George Blundell
John Borlace

John Borlace
§Joshua Boyle
Patrick Boyton
Roger Brereton
Richard Brice
§James Brien
Henry Bringhurst
Chichester Brook
Henry Brome
Geoffrey Browne
John Browne
Richard Browne
$Valentine Browne
§William Browne
William Brownlow
Theobald Bourke
Thomas Bourke
Ulick Bourke
§Michael Burnell
$Francis Butler
$James Butler
$Peter Butler
Pierce Butler
Richard Butler

Cavan County
Clonakilty
Dublin County
Trim

Kells

Dublin County
Meath
Tagmon

Cork

Tallow

Dublin

Louth

Louth

Callan
Downpatrick
Castlebar
Augher
Athenry
Galway County
Galway
Swords
Monaghan County
Dingle
Belturbet
Enniskillen
[Ardee]

Cashel

Old Leighlin
Drogheda
[Clonmines]
Tuam

New Ross
Charlemont
Athenry
Lismore
Athboy

Kerry
[Clonmines]
Armagh County
Mayo

Mayo

Galway County
Boyle
Londonderry
Tipperary
Gowran
Kilkenny County
Waterford
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Thomas Butler
Thomas Butler
John Bysse
Robert Bysse

William Cadogan
§George Carleton
$Joshua Carpenter
George Carr
§Patrick Casey
§Robert Casey
Oliver Cashell
$Toby Caulfield
Arthur Champion
§Garrett Cheevers
Arthur Chichester
John Chichester
William Cole
Edward Comerford
Henry Conway
Allan Cooke
Charles Coote
Charles Coote
Francis Cosbie
Edmond Cossens
John Coughlan
Pierce Creagh
George Crofton
David Crosbie
§Piers Crosbie
Stephen Crowe
§Walter Cruise
Arthur Culme
§Adam Cusack
James Cusack
Robert Cusack

§Patrick Darcy

John Davies

Paul Davies
§Thomas Davills
§Barnabas Dempsie
§Walter Dennis
Edward Denny
§Matthew De Renzy
Simon Digby
§Geoffrey Dillon
$Henry Dillon

Carlow County
Tipperary

Dublin
Roscommon

Monaghan

[Armagh/Donegal/Ballyshannon/Kilmallock]

Carlingford
Castlebar

Sligo County
Ennis
Dundalk
Tyrone
Enniskillen
Bannow
Antrim County
Dungannon
Fermanagh
Callan
Londonderry County
Cavan

Queen’s County
Leitrim
Carysfort
Coleraine
King’s County
Limerick
Askeaton
Ardfert
Gowran
Lismore

Monaghan
[Fore]

Ballyshannon / Old Leighlin

Kells

[Tyrone]
Carrickfergus
Donegal County
Old Leighlin
Ballinakill
Innistiogue
Kerry County

Philipstown
Roscommon County
Roscommon County
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James Dillon
James Dillon
Lucas Dillon
Robert Dillon
William Dixon
§William Dobbins
§John Dongan
Anthony Dopping
Nicholas Dormer
Walter Dowdall
§James Duff

§John Edgeworth
§Thomas Esmond
Maurice Eustace
Oliver Eustace

§Richard Fanshaw
Faigney Farrell
§John Fitzgerald
Lucas Fitzgerald
Maurice Fitzgerald
§Maurice Fitzgerald
Richard Fitzgerald
$Edward Fitzharris
§Chichester Fortescue
Faithful Fortescue
Robert Forth
Patrick French
John Furlong

James Galbraith
Richard Gethings
Seafoul Gibson
John Gifford
William Gilbert sr.
$William Gilbert Jr.
Ralph Gore
Edward Gough

§Richard Haley
Archibald Hamilton
Francis Hamilton
$James Hamilton
John Hamilton
Thomas Harman
Robert Harpole
Thomas Henes

Westmeath County
Longford County
Roscommon County
Trim

Armagh / Donegal
Askeaton
Newcastle

Bandon

New Ross

Athboy

[Taghmon]

[Armagh/Donegal/Ballyshannon/Kilmallock]

Enniscorthy
Kildare County
Carlow County

Ballinakill
Longford County
Inistiogue
Westmeath
Kildare County
Kerry County
Strabane
Limerick County
Carlingford
Armagh County
Kilbeggan
Wexford
Wexford

Strabane

Clonmel
Thomastown
Jamestown
Maryborough

Trinity College Dublin
Donegal County
Youghal

Cashel

Armagh
Jamestown

Bangor

Bangor

Carlow / Coleraine

Carlow
Fethard
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§Arthur Hill
§Thomas Hill
John Hoey

§Christopher Hollywood

Alexander Hope
John Hore

John Jackson
§Thomas Johnson
Brian Jones

Oliver Jones
$Robert King
$William Kingsmill
Henry Kniveton

$Edward Lake
Roger Langford
Ralph Leventhorpe
$Thomas Little sr.
$Thomas Little jr.
Adam Loftus
Arthur Loftus
Dudley Loftus
Nicholas Loftus
$ §Robert Loftus
$Walter Loftus
James Lovell
Robuck Lynch

$Donnough McCarthy
$Thomas Madden
Rory Maguire

$Philip Mainwaring
Henry Manning
Patrick Manning
John Martin
§Richard Martin
$Robert Maude
Thomas Maule
§James Melvin
Robert Meredith
Audley Mervyn
Charles Moncke
$George Montgomery
$Hugh Montgomery
James Montgomery
§Henry Moore

[Carysfort]
[Armagh/Donegal/Ballyshannon/Kilmallock]

Wicklow

Bannow

Mullingar

Dungarvan

Carrick-on-Shannon
Carrick-on-Shannon
Baltimore

Athlone

Boyle

Mallow

Baltimore

Cavan

Antrim County
Ennis

Cashel
Banagher
Newborough
Wexford County
Johnstown
Wexford County
Inistiogue
Carysfort / Roscommon
Banagher
Galway

Cork County
Dungannon
Fermanagh
Carysfort
Clogher
Navan
Charlemont
Augher
Inistiogue
Tralee
[Newtownards]
Athy / Ballyshannon
Tyrone
Coleraine
Newtownards
Newtownards
Down County
Ardee
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John Moore
§Roger Moynes

Thomas Nangle
$George Nettleton
Robert Nettleton
§John Nugent

Dermot O’Brien
Donnough O’Brien
John Ogle

Kean O’'Hara
§Brian O’Neill
§Phelim O’Neill

Philip MacHugh O'Reilly

$Henry Osbourne
Richard QOsbourne
Richard QOsbourne

§Robert Parke
Richard Parsons
William Parsons
William Parsons
$William Peisley
$Thomas Peppard
Edward Pettit
$Dudley Philips
John Piggott
Thomas Piggott
Nicholas Plunkett
$Oliver Plunkett
William Plunkett
John Power
$Toby Poyntz

$George Radcliffe
$Thomas Radcliffe
George Rawdon
$William Reading
Humphrey Reynolds
Paul Reynolds
Dominic Roche
Patrick Roche
Philip Roche
§Redmond Roche
Hugh Rochford
Theobald Ronane
Christopher Roper

Philipstown
[Cavan]

Navan
Killyleagh
Lifford

Fore

Clare

Clare

Tallow

Sligo

[Killyleagh]
Dungannon
Cavan County
Tralee

Waterford County
Dungarvan

[Roscommon]
Wicklow

King’s County
Wicklow County
Augher
Drogheda
Mullingar
Limavady
Queen’s County
Mallow

Meath

Kells
Newborough
Waterford County / Kilmallock
Newry

Sligo County
Sligo

Belfast
Newry
Leitrim
Killyleagh
Cork
Kinsale
Kinsale
Cork County
Fethard
Youghal
Dingle
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Pierce Rothe Kilkenny
Thomas Rotherham Tuam
Edward Rowley Londonderry County

Carrick-on-Shannon

George St. George

William St. Leger

Cork County

$William St. Leger Kilmallock
William Sambach Carrickfergus
§Patrick Sarsfield Kildare

Bernard Saunders Carlingford
§Christopher Sherlock Naas

Francis Slingsby Bandon
Nicholas Smith Dundalk
§Robert Smith [Banagher]
William Smith Clonmel
Nicholas Stafford Fethard (W.)
§Thomas Stanihurst Newry

§John Stanley Drogheda
Stephen Stephens Athy

§Oliver Stephenson [Limerick County]
Robert Stewart Londonderry
§William Stewart [Trinity College]
Anthony Stoughton Ardfert
William Summers Athlone
§Nicholas Sutton Naas

William Swanton Enniscorthy

Nicholas Sympson

Theobald Taaffe

Monaghan County

Sligo County

§Henry Talbot Newcastle
Thomas Talles Killybegs
Edward Tarleton Killybegs
John Taylor Swords
$Simon Thoroughgood Ennis
Robert Travers Clonakilty
Edward Trevor Down County
§John Trevor Newtownards

Marcus Trevor

John Usher
William Usher
Patrick Vynes

Downpatrick

Limavady
Wicklow County
Fethard

$Randolph Waddington Enniscorthy
Hardress Waller Limerick County
John Walsh Waterford

Walter Walsh

$Christopher Wandesford

Kilkenny County
Kildare

13



George Wandesford
$John Wandesford
Michael Wandesford
William Wandesford
James Ware

John Ware

John Warren
Patrick Wemys
§Philip Wenman
$George Wentworth
Thomas Wharton
Dominick Whyte
Nicholas White
§Nicholas Whyte
Andrew Willson
$Maurice Williams
Richard Wingfield
$William Wray

Clogher
Innistiogue
Thomastown
Lifford / Ballinakill
Trinity College Dublin
Johnstown
Kilbeggan

Gowran

Belfast

Kildare

Callan

Limerick
Maryborough
Kildare

Donegal

Askeaton

Boyle

Belfast

A number of other men of different names are also listed in the
Comons Journals, but it is presumed that these were mistakes:

Henry Bingley (assumed to be mistake for Bingham (30/1/41)).
Richard Plunkett 13/10/40 (presumed mistake for one of the other men named

Plunkett)

William Borlace Esq. (presumed mistake for Borlace jr.) 30/1/41 and 23/2/41, also
listed as Edmond Borlace 27/2/41; Edward, 11/5/41

Richard White (assumed to be Nicholas) (28/3/40)

Joseph Edgeworth (17 June 1640) assumed to be John,

Richard Price (presumably Brice) 24/10/40, 24/10/40

Thomas Bringhurst (presumed to be Henry 4/2/41)

Serjeant Major Bailiffe (22/2/41) presumed to be Robert Bailey

Richard Boyle (presumably Joshua) 1/3/41

Henry Cusack (presumed to be a mistake for Adam or Robert) 2/3/41

Patrick Trench (presumed to be French) ) 2/3/41

Hugh Reynolds (presumed to be a mistake for Humphrey or Paul Reynolds or

Hugh Rochford)

Sir John Dillon, presumed mistake for Sir James, 18/5/41

Edmond Roche, presumed mistake for Redmond, 20/5/41

Sir Joshua Browne (mistake for Sir John Browne, 5/6/41)

Mr. William Cooke (presumed mistake for William Cole or Allan Cooke)

Mr. William Brome, presumed mistake for Henry Brome or William Browne.

14



INTRODUCTION

This thesis was originally intended as a study of the m.p.s of both the
1634 and the 1640 Irish Parliaments. The amount of information available on
the members of both parliaments was so large that it became necessary to restrict
its scope to the first 21 months (March 1640 to November 1641) of the 1640
parliament. The information gathered on the members of the 1634 Commons
has, however, been used extensively in this thesis, especially in the constituency
profiles in the Appendix.

This was an important parliament for a number of reasons. Firstly, it
was Wentworth’s second Irish parliament and, being held only 6 years after the
previous one, its returns demonstrate his increased control in Ireland. Secondly,
as it took place immediately before the 1641 ‘Rebellion’, it provides an
opportunity to consider the formal Irish political community on the eve of the

enormous upheavals of the 1640s.

Finally, it was the last Irish parliament before the Union in which
Catholics were able to play a substantial role and the last opportunity for catholics
to act as parliamentarians before 1829. After 1641, Catholics were excluded from
the parliamentary structures, apart from a brief period under James II, and also
from the institutional political process, so their role in this parliament is

particularly interesting.

The upheavals of the 1640s and 1650s were so enormous that it is also
useful to be able to view the membership of this parliament and to note the way
in which m.p.s were able to co-operate across ethnic and religious lines and later
to use their experience of the Commons within the Confederation or in later

English or Commonwealth parliaments.

Standard Sources

The range of primary sources, printed and manuscript, available for

biographical studies of m.p.s is very wide and diverse; they comprise personal,

16



institutional records, official papers, property and other financial transactions

local government and parliamentary records and other documents.

Personal papers include genealogies, visitations, family papers, letters,
denization grants, inquisitions post mortem, wills, funeral entries, tombstones,

parish registers or extracts from parish records and very occasionally, diaries.

Institutional records include educational records (generally admissions
to educational institutions) and succession lists (e.g. for clergy); a unique type of
institutional record is the documentation relating to the Confederation of
Kilkenny. Official documents include patent rolls, the calendars of state papers,
official letters, writs, reports, accounts, military records and the Transplantation
Papers.

Property and other financial transactions include deeds, the Civil
Survey, Books of Survey and Distribution, staple records and other bonds,

mortgages, accounts and rentals.

Local government records generally consist of town books although
these are few in number and often sparing of information. A major gap is the
lack of information on the administration of the counties. Local government
information may also be gleaned from other sources, including town charters,

private papers and the Depositions.

Parliamentary records include journals and other proceedings and

occasional copies of orders issued by the parliament.

The Depositions form a major general source of many types of very
different information and collections of private papers, including the Egmont,
Lismore and Ormond papers, provide a wide range of document types together
including letters, deeds, bonds, reports and lists of various types. Other
collections, including the Nicholas and Clarendon Papers, also provide useful

information for m.p.s activities in the later 1640s and 1650s, especially on the

continent.
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Finally, considerable amounts of very diverse information are to be
found in the large number of pamphlets and the smaller number of newsletters
which were published in the 1640s and, to a lesser extent, 1650s. These contain
military, political, administrative and personal information, although part of
their content must be treated with caution, as they were not objective accounts of
activities or views. The major collections include the Bradshaw collection in
Cambridge, the Lough Fea and Thorpe Collections in the National Library of
Ireland, the Royal Irish Academy’s collection and other, more scattered
collections in the British Library, G.P.A. Bolton Library and Trinity College
Dublin.

In a number of cases, there are no Irish sources comparable to the
known English ones. Unfortunately, there are no known Irish equivalents of the
English parliamentary diaries, writs of return and lists of voters for this period.
The available parish records are very scanty and relate only to the Church of
Ireland in Dublin and, to a limited extent, Londonderry. This gap is only partly
filled by the Journal of the Irish Association for the preservation of the
Memorials of the Dead and funeral entries. In the case of some apparently
comparable sources (e.g. education records, Commons Journals) the Irish sources
are incomplete and therefore considerably less useful than the English versions.
Disappointingly, the 1640 Irish Commons Journals are much less complete than
those for 1613 and 1634. Ireland also lacks a network of well-established local
archives so local information is gleaned from a small number of printed primary
sources (e.g. the town records for Dublin, Cork, Youghal, Belfast and Galway).

One notable exception is the manuscript book of the Corporation of Clonmel.1

The secondary sources include family and local histories, some
biographies and general, political and military histories. A number of earlier

historians compiled limited information on m.p.s from specific areas.2

1 N.L.I. MS. 19,171. Most of the surviving town books deal with the period after 1660.

2 e.g. Lord Belmore, Parliamentary memoirs of Fermanagh and Tyrone, from 1613 to 1885.
(Dublin, 1887); J.D. Burtchael, Genealogical memoirs of the members of parliament for the county and
city of Kilkenny. (Dublin, London, 1888); R. Malcolmson, Carlow Parliamentary Roll. (Dublin, 1872).
T.U. Sadleir, Kildare Members of Parliament 1559-1800." in Kildare Arch. Soc. J., V1 (1909-11),
pp 398-406,469-492; VIl (1912-14), pp 41-4,109-118,154-167,234-241,311-6, 393-410; VIII, (1915-
17), pp 71-75,150-156,197-204,302-8,399-403,495-502; IX, (1918-21), pp 191-196,376-80,430-
433; X, (1922-28), pp 37-40,109-112,163-173.
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In the case of major figures, (e.g. Phelim O’Neill, George Radcliffe,
Christopher Wandesford) relatively less attention has been given to their
biographical information. This is partly because much of this information is
generally relatively readily available and partly because a study which seeks to
recreate a complete political community needs to concentrate on the lesser
known figures. Less attention has also been given to the importance, in an
English context, of the lives and actions of figures such as Radcliffe and

Wandesford, and greater emphasis has been placed on their lives and actions in
Ireland.

Most attention has been placed on m.p.s’ activities before 1642, and
while later information is included, their roles in the 1640 parliament dictate that
greater emphasis should be placed on their earlier lives, which can help show the

influences and experiences which may have shaped their actions after June 1642.

Structure of the Thesis

This thesis follows the structure of other parliamentary biographies -
this introduction, chapter one which sets out the brief history and context of the
parliament and chapter two which consists of the biographies of the individual

members.3

Like other biographical studies, it includes (in an appendix) collations
of some significant characteristics of the members (origin, age / place in family,
education, previous parliamentary experience and local connections). Uniquely,
it also includes a lengthy analysis of the way that parliamentary representation
changed or remained constant in each constituency between 1560 and 1640 (also
in the appendix). Other studies also provide collations of data on social standing,
military careers and relationships with members of the House of Lords. Those

categories were omitted from this thesis for reasons which were unique to this

3 The standard and pioneering work is M.F. Keeler, The Long Parliament, 1640-1641: a
biographical study of its members. (Philadelphia, 1954); and other significant examples are the series
of biographies produced by the History of Parliament Trust (e.g. B.D. Hennings (ed.), The House of
Commons, 1660-1690. (London, 1983). 3 vols.) and D. Brunton and D.H. Pennington, Members of
the Long Parliament. (Cambridge, 1954). One exception to the alphabetical organisation of
biographies is B. McGrath, The membership of the Irish house of commons, 1613-15. (M.Litt. thesis,
University of Dublin, 1986), in which biographies were arranged according to m.p.s’ constituencies.
The uncertainty of the identification of the constituencies of some of the members of the 1640
parliament made this arrangement impractical in this case.
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study. Social standing was omitted because it was difficult to provide an accurate
estimate of the m.p.s” standing, especially of the new English members. Military
careers were omitted because so much of the information on their careers is
available after 1641, rather than during the earlier period which was critical for
this study. Finally, relations with members of the Upper House were not
considered as the Irish peerage had changed so considerably over the previous 30
years that many peers had no genuine Irish connections and did not sit in the

Irish Parliament. Thus, chronicling their connections would be meaningless.

Finally, the appendix also includes the biographies of three men who
were returned to the Commons: two did not take their seats and the third’s date
of return is unknown. Their biographies are included for general interest only

and are not included in the collations.

Within each biography, information is presented in roughly similar
format. The initial information about their dates, parentage, marriage(s),
education, honours (i.e. acquiring titles such as knight, baronet or peer) and other
parliamentary experience, is codified, using abbreviations explained in the
preliminaries. Any other information, including personal connections, family
history, details of property or wealth, political, commercial, administrative or
military activities, offices and their personal lives, follows in narrative form.
While footnotes are used for some information, a general list of references for

each m.p. is provided in the notes.

It should be emphasised that the listing of personal connections does
not necessarily imply closeness between m.p.s. Many had a wide variety of
connections and it is not possible to indicate which of a number of ties was more

influential or important to any given member at any specific time.

Standard references

A number of standard references is used throughout the thesis. These

include:
1625 Commissions of the peace, based on T.C.D. MS 672;
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1627 commissions in each county to raise money for the army (Cal.S.P.Ire., 1625-
32 pp 250-2);

1654 and 1657 assessments for Ireland (taken from An Assessment for Ireland for
three months ... 16 October 1654 to 7 January; (Dublin: W. Bladen, 1654); An
Assessment for Ireland for six months, at thirteen thousand pounds per month
for 24 June 1657 to 24 December 1657. (Dublin, W. Bladen, 1657).

1640 Army List (from T.C.D. MS. 672)

1642 letter to Ormond from the rebels. (31 July 1642). Hogan, Letters and papers.
pp 96-7.

1642 petition of the protestant subjects Humble petition of the protestant subjects
in The Propositions of the Roman Catholics of Ireland... (Waterford, ?1644).
p.31;

1642 Confederation (from Gilbert’s Confederation)

1648 General Assembly (from de Burgo, T., Hibernia Dominicana,).
Transplantation, based on R.C. Simmington, (ed.), The Transplantation to
Connaught, 1654-58., (Dublin, 1970).

Census, S. Pender, (ed.), A Census of Ireland circa 1659, with supplementary
material from the poll money ordnances (1660-1661). (Dublin, 1939).

Notes of crown offices are based on J. Hughes, Patentee officers in Ireland, 1173-
1826. (Dublin, 1960).

Methodology

The methodology employed was firstly the creation of as
comprehensive a list as possible of m.p.s in the Commons between 1640 and
November 1641. As the standard lists are not entirely trustworthy or complete, it
was necessary to consult a range of sources to create this list, including the official
record of returns (and Bean’s corrections), the lists in the Irish Commons
Journals, Lodge’s list in Lib. Mun. Hib., and T.C.D. MS. 843, pp 477ff. Other
names appeared in the proceedings in the Journals, especially committee lists,

miscellaneous letters, local government records and the Depositions.4

4 The official record of returns, House of Commons, Lists of members returns: members of
Parliament, Part I, 1213-1707, Part 2, Parliaments of Great Britain. (London, 1878). (and Bean's
corrections) Commons Journals (Ireland); R. Lascelles, Liber Munerun Publicorum Hiberniae. Part 1.
(London, 1824); T.C.D. MS. 843, pp 477ff. the Depositions. (T.C.D. MSS. 810-840).
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The second stage was the consultation of standard sources, including
the published registers of the Inns of Court and the King’s Inns and the

admission records of the Universities.

For new English m.p.s, the published and unpublished genealogies and
family and local histories, including those published by the Harleian Society,
were invaluable. The Irish equivalents are more scattered, but include the
Genealogical Office Manuscripts and other papers, including some in Trinity
College Dublin, and published sources including J. Burke, Genealogical and
heraldic history of the commoners of Great Britain and Ireland. (London, 1838), 4
vols., B. Burke, Irish Family Records, 5th. ed. (London, 1976), B. Burke, Landed
gentry of Ireland, (London, 1898), B. Burke, Landed gentry of Ireland, (London,
1912), B. Burke, Landed gentry of Ireland, 4th. ed. (London, 1958), funeral

entries and lists of wills.

Standard sources for all members were the Memorials of the dead, and
for protestant members, the wills in the probate collections in the Public Record

Office in London.

For some Irish m.p.s, the only evidence of their lives and activities may
be contained in their deeds or in land transactions, including the Inquisitions

Post Mortem, the Civil Survey and Books of Survey and Distribution.

The Depositions have been used uncritically and without prejudice to
the accuracy of their contents of the reasons for making or retaining the
statements5 and the same approach was taken to the printed pamphlets. As the

majority of the pamphlets was produced in England for a protestant audience,

their contents are necessarily partial.

The focus of the thesis is the m.p.s, their identities and characteristics,
their place in their local society or political community and their position as
representatives. The thesis does not attempt to write the political history of the

1640 Irish House of Commons, and it is not concerned with m.p.s activities or

5 A. Clarke, The 1641 depositions, in P. Fox (ed.), Treasures of the Library: Trinity College
Dublin. (Dublin, 1986). pp 111-22.
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politics within the House.6  For that reason, it has not systematically used
strongly political collections of papers, such as the Wentworth-Woodhouse
Papers. Instead, it seeks to identify all members and provide as much
information as possible about their connections and activities. It is hoped that
this study will assist other historians who may use its contents to support a

deeper analysis of their political lives than is possible here.

The information on individual m.p.s was collated into biographies for
each member. Composite information on various aspects of their lives (their
ethnic origins, ages, place in family, education, previous parliamentary
experience and local connections) was also collated, to give a broader picture of
Irish political society, and this information is contained in an appendix, together

with an analysis of Irish parliamentary representation, by constituency, between
1560 and 1640.

Conclusion

The combined effect of this biographical study of m.p.s shows both their
individual and their collective standing nationally and within their local
communities. It is significant that it has been possible to locate and collate
relatively detailed information about so many individuals. Only four (1.4% of
the total 291) members (Walter Dennis, Geoffrey Dillon, Oliver Plunkett, Michael
Wandesford) (3 catholics, 1 protestant) remain totally unknown; even in those
cases, we have information on their families. We have minimal data on five
others (1.7%) (Patrick Casey, James Lovell, Dominic Roche, Bernard Saunders,
Simon Thoroughgood) (2 catholics and 3 protestants). In other words, it has been
possible positively to identify 96.9% of the members and to establish the families
of all of the others. This compares well with an earlier study of the 1613
Commons, in which two (0.8%) m.p.s remained unidentified and 8 others (3%)

for whom information was available on their families only.”

The study confirms the strong cohesion of the old English community

and its growing closeness to the prominent Gaelic families, and also the

6 M. Perceval-Maxwell, The Outbreak of the Irish rebellion of 1641. (Dublin, 1994). analyses
the parliament in his study of the development of the Irish rebellion.
7 McGrath, 1613. p. 4.
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developing and heterogeneous local protestant communities throughout

Ireland, a phenomenon suggested also by the contents of the Depositions.

The study shows relatively high levels of local integration of the m.p.s,
although the levels were lower than those in the Long Parliament or the 1613
Irish Commons. The figures suggest a very high level of local engagement on
the part of all county members, but the level is surprisingly high in the case of
the protestants. An overwhelming 91.7% of catholic county members had two or
more local connections and 82.9% of the catholic burgesses had at least two local
ties. These compare with 91.3% of the protestant county members and the much
lower 42.4% for protestant burgesses.

Perhaps significantly, many of those with no known local links, or only
tenuous ones, were the members of the Wentworth / Wandesford / Radcliffe
Yorkshire cohort. Their rapid disengagement from Ireland after 1640 left space

for the re-emergence of the new English settler families.

Equally interesting is the level of integration of the second generation

settlers, especially in Ulster.

The study also indicates the continuity between m.p.s’ lives and
experiences before and within the parliament with their subsequent attitudes and
activities. Significant numbers of the catholic m.p.s were later active and
prominent in the Confederation - notably Bellings, Darcy, Nicholas Plunkett, and

others were also members of the General Assemblies or Supreme Councils.

A rather smaller number of the protestant members played significant
roles in Ireland and to a lesser extent in England throughout the 1640s and 1650s

(e.g. Waller) or in Ireland after the restoration (Bysse, Coote, Eustace and

Mervyn).

Overall, the study found high levels of local integration, with lower
levels for protestant burgesses, especially those who were part of the Wentworth
/ Wandesford / Radcliffe network. This network was also larger than is

generally understood, partly because so many of its members left Ireland shortly
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after 1640. It also shows a greater evidence of a more widespread and
heterogeneous protestant community throughout Ireland and a wider dispersal
of men of Scottish origin than has generally been appreciated: a number of Scots
were established outside the area of the Ulster plantation (e.g. Gibson, Maule,
Wemys and possibly Lovell). These men, especially Wemys, also form part of a
group of men with strong presbyterian or independent religious convictions in

Ireland, including John Bysse, Wharton and Waller.

The thesis provides a basis for a further exploration of the role of some
members in the later 1640s and 1650s, and specifically of the later lives of a
number of the m.p.s. It also illuminates a large number of other minor figures,
many of whom were only prominent within their boroughs but whose return
indicates the type of political influence operating locally and their communities’

high degree of political independence.

It also highlights the ease with which political cohesion was achieved
between the new English and the old English communities, especially the key
roles of Audley Mervyn and Darcy, and their commitment to parliament as a

means of solving political problems.

In short, the thesis provides a picture of a heterogeneous community,
coming to terms with considerable social and political change and able, at least in
the short-term, to show flexibility, imagination, co-operation and sophisticated
political thinking and trust. This picture of enlightened mutual support, albeit
for limited political ends, makes the subsequent deep divisions even more tragic

and regrettable.
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CHAPTER ONE
THE 1640 PARLIAMENT

Parliaments in Ireland

Parliaments had been held in Ireland since at least 1264, and Irish
parliaments, like their English counterparts, included separate houses for the
Lords (peers and bishops of the established Church) and Commons.1 The
number of Irish peerages increased sharply in the early 17th. century, largely
through patents awarded during Buckingham’s influence, but many of the new
peers were Englishmen resident in the neighbouring island who did not attend
the parliament in person and cast their votes by proxy, generally through the lord
chancellor. A number of these were also peers in England and Wales and
received writs to attend both the 1640 Irish Parliament and the English Short
Parliament.2 Taken together with the presence of bishops of the Church of
Ireland, the new Protestant peers provided an in-built (protestant) majority for

the administration in the upper house.3

Composition of the Commons

The Irish Commons contained four types of constituencies with two

representatives each, returned by different electorates and paid at varying rates

1 B. Farrell (ed.), The Irish parliamentary tradition. (Dublin, 1973), provides a brief history of
Irish parliaments; H.G. Richardson and G.O. Sayles, The Irish parliament in the middle ages. (London,
1952) and S.G. Ellis, Parliament and community in Yorkist and Tudor Ireland. in A. Cosgrove and J.I.
McGuire (eds.), Parliament & community. Historical Studies XIV. (Belfast, 1983) pp 43-68 examine
medieval and 15th. and 16th. century Irish Parliaments respectively. Individual parliaments were
examined by V. Treadwell, The Irish parliament of 1569-71. in R.LA. Proc., Ixv, C, (1966-7) pp 55-89;
V. Treadwell, Sir John Perrott and the Irish parliament of 1585-6. in Proc.R.I.A., Ixxxv, C., (1985). pp
259-308; T.W. Moody, The Irish parliament under Elizabeth and James I. in R.LA. Proc., xlv, C., no. 6,
(1939) pp 41-81; and B. McGrath, The Membership of the Irish House of Commons, 1613-1615. M.
Litt. dissertation, Trinity College Dublin, 1985.
2 The expansion of the Irish peerage was examined in C.R. Mayes, ‘The Early Stuarts and the
Irish peerage.’ in E.H.R., 73, (1958) pp 227-251. Buckingham’s creations had a similar effect on the
English House of Lords, whose membership swelled from 55 temporal peers in 1603 to 80 in 1610 to
126 in 1628. C. Cook and J. Wroughton, English historical facts 1603-1688. (Totowa, 1980) p.89.
3 Wentworth's agreement that Cork could absent himself from the 1640 parliament was
conditional on his making Ormond his proxy. M. Perceval-Maxwell, The Outbreak of the Irish
rebellion of 1641. (Dublin, 1994). p. 70. The Irish House of Lords objected to the use of proxies in
the 1640 parliament and tried to restrict voting to peers with Irish property. By February 1641 the
Lords had disallowed most proxies. ibid. p. 124.
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for their attendance:4 counties, with members known as knights of the shire,

cities and boroughs, who returned citizens and burgesses respectively, and

universities.5

The number and geographical location of the counties and boroughs
was naturally closely related to the extent of the crown’s control over Ireland (see
map). Leinster was the province with the greatest parliamentary tradition, as it
had for many centuries been the principal seat of the administration and the
bastion of colonised Ireland. The counties closest to the capital, Dublin, Kildare,
Meath and Louth, had the strongest tradition of parliamentary representation,
but the 16th. century saw the administration’s control expand beyond the Pale
and the creation of a large number of new shires and boroughs, increasing the

numbers attending the parliament by more than 150% over the 80 years between
1560 and 1640.

By 1560, 9 of the 20 counties entitled to send knights to the parliament
were from Leinster (although only 10, 7 from Leinster, are listed as having done
s0), and 16 of the 29 boroughs were from that province. Another parliament was
held in 1569-71, but no list of its members is known to exist and by the time of the
final 16th. century parliament in 1585, these numbers had altered to 13 of the 27

counties (Ferns and Wexford were separate counties), and 20 of the 36 boroughs.

4 Knights were paid 13s. 4d. per diem, citizens 10s. and burgesses 6s. 8d. for each day of the
parliamentary session and for 10 days before and after the session (to allow for their travel to Dublin).
Under Strafford, the English practice of m.p.s waiving their fees as an inducement to encourage
constituencies to return them, was introduced into a number of constituencies in Ireland e.g. the
Trinity College return of 1634 (Wentworth to the Provost and Fellow of Trinity College Dublin, 30 May
1634, J.W. Stubbs, History of the University of Dublin. (Dublin, 1889) p. 68). This distinction in rates
of pay was maintained in fees, with knights always paying more than the representatives of urban
constituencies, e.g. C.J.(I.), 4 August 1641, where county members and burgesses paid two shillings
and one shilling respectively towards the relief of poor people.
5 The cities were Carrickfergus, Dublin, Cork, Galway, Kilkenny, Londonderry, Limerick, Cashel,
Waterford and Clogher; Drogheda’s status was unclear from the list of 1640 m.p.s included in the
Commons Journals, although it had been regarded as a ‘villa’, with comparable status to Dundalk, in
1613. This composition reflected that of English and Welsh parliaments. Universities had been
franchised since 1604 in England and 1613 in Ireland. Some London constituencies returned three
members to the English parliament.
Scottish parliaments included nobles, clergy and crown officials, as well as knights of the shire and
commissioners of the burghs; burghs sent single representatives, except Edinburgh, which sent two.
D. Stevenson, The Scottish revolution, 1637-44: the triumph of the covenanters. (Newtown Abbot,
1973) pp 166-7. Further information on Scottish parliaments may be found in R.S. Rait, The
Parliaments of Scotland. (Glasgow, 1924) and M.D. Young, The Parliaments of Scotland: burgh and
shire commissioners. 2 vols. (Edinburgh, 1992-3).
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TABLE ONE
CONSTITUENCIES IN THE IRISH PARLIAMENT,

1560-1641

Counties Boroughs Total
1560 20 29 49
1585 27 36 63
1613a 33 84 116
1613b6 33 72 105
1634 33 94 128
1640 32 89 121
1641 32 95 127

TABLE TWO

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE
CONSTITUENCIES IN THE IRISH PARLIAMENT,

1560-1641

Leinster Munster Connaught Ulster Total

C'B g 1B SR ¢ 0 B
1560 10 16 6 9 1 2 3 2 49
1585 13 .21 S 4 2 2 37 63
1613a 12 32 7 2 5 8 9 23 116
1613b 12 28 7 (P 4 5 8 9 19 105
1634 12 41 7. 21 5 9 9 24 128
1640 12 .35 6 21 5 9 9 24 121
1641 12 41 6 21 5 g 9 24 127
6 1613a and 1613b refer to the numbers before and after the decision on the franchise of
boroughs created after the parliament met.
7 Downpatrick was entitled to send burgesses, but does not appear to have done so.
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Leinster’s numerical advantage continued to decline in the 17th.
century and by 1613 it returned 12 of the 33 counties and 32 of the 83 boroughs.
Final adjustments led to a decrease of one in the number of counties through the
amalgamation in 1637 of the historical church lands (which formed the County
of Cross Tipperary) with the secular property in the same county and an overall
increase of 12 in the number of boroughs, to a total of 95 by 1640.

Six Leinster boroughs, Bannow, Clonmines and Tagmon in Wexford,
Newecastle in Dublin, Naas in Kildare and Fore in Westmeath were disfranchised
between 1634 and 1640, reducing the province’s representation to 12 counties, and
35 boroughs.8 Strenuous attempts were made to restore the boroughs’ franchise

during the course of the Parliament and these were successful by January 1641.
Electoral Process

Following the issuing of a Commission for the summoning of
parliament, the Chancery issued writs for election to the sheriffs in each county
ordering them to hold elections for the knights of the shire and to direct the chief
magistrates of the cities and boroughs in their county (mayors, provosts, port-
reeves or sovreigns, depending on the boroughs’ individual charters) to elect
their citizens and burgesses. Returning officers were ineligible for election for
their own constituencies.9 Where seats became vacant during a parliament, the
House would order the issuing of writs for the election of replacement m.ps. The
university members (in the Irish case, for Trinity College Dublin) were
considered as burgesses and paid the same salary. Their electorates were

different, as the University m.p.s were selected by the university’s provost,

fellows and scholars, with the provost acting as returning officer.10

The number of electors varied markedly between the different

constituencies, although in few cases is it possible to estimate the electorate’s

8 Clarke, Old English, p. 126 for the process of disfranchisement and pressure on other seats
to return protestants (e.g. Clonmel).
9 Bramston, Belfast’s sovreign was unseated in 1634 for that reason. C.J. (1), 19 July 1634. A

number of m.p.s in 1613 were also returning officers, but not for their own constituencies, and they
were not unseated although their elections were technically invalid. McGrath, 1613, p. 30.
10 The provost was thus technically ineligible for election, as Provost Temple, who returned
himself in 1613, was aware. T.C.D. MS. Mun.P/1/5.
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exact size.1l The extent of cities’ or boroughs’ electorates depended on the
provisions of their charters which might franchise all inhabitants, all freemen or
burgesses, or only the members of the corporation or common council.
Throughout the first four decades of the 17th. century, the crown was examining
and standardising town charters and this process brought some uniformity to the

extent of their electorate.12

There was no single election day.13 In the counties, returns were made
at the monthly assizes in the county town and electors were required to have a
property qualification, a freehold worth more than 40 shillings per annum.14
Returns for the cities and boroughs were made as soon as practicable after the
writs” receipt, allowing time to notify electors of the election’s time and place.
The speed of the returns depended on the distance from Dublin and the means of
dispatch. It was regarded as suspicious that Inistiogue, 50 miles distant from

Dublin, could make a return within five days of the writ’s issue.15

The law required m.p.s to be Irish-born and resident in their

constituencies protestants, especially the new English, were generally less likely

" The exceptions are Trinity College Dublin, which had a finite number of fellows and scholars
and a single provost, Youghal, which counted the number of votes for each candidate, and boroughs
whose charters defined their council as the electors for their parliamentary representation. The
election returns for the county seats were supposed to include the signatures of the freeholders who
had elected the m.p.s, but these have generally not survived, although Perceval-Maxwell cites the list
of 94 freeholders in King’s County (ibid. p.71). Copies of Irish borough charters are held in the Royal
Irish Academy (MSS 24 Q 7-18, and N.A. SADD MS. R. Caulfield, (ed.), Council book of the
Corporation of Youghal, (Guildford, 1878).

12 For a fuller discussion on the types of seats, electorates and electoral procedures and
practice, see McGrath, 1613 pp 6-25. For the process of uniformity, see B. Fitzpatrick, Seventeenth
century Ireland: the war of religions. (Dublin, 1988) pp 15-22

13 In 1613, the administration had used this fact as an element in its electoral strategy, creating
new constituencies during the course of the election to ensure a protestant majority. McGrath,1613.
p. 34.

14 This property qualification had been established in a 1430 British statute and did not imply the
possession of substantial property. D. Hirst, Representative of the people? (Cambridge, 1975) p. 29.
Sheriffs who acted as returning officers had, or assumed, considerable discretion in dealing with
returns. In the by-election for the Tyrone seat in spring 1641, the sheriff attempted to hold the
election away from the county town, Dungannon, presumably in an effort to influence the result and
only an order from the Commons prevented this manoeuvre’s being successful (see below). This
consideration may also have influenced the determination of the residents of Naas to have that place
confirmed as the county town for Kildare; presumably the quo warranto proceedings which called its
franchise into question also affected its status as the county’s administrative centre.

15 e.g., the 1613 Trim election, when a second election was held because the first was poorly
advertised, Cal.S.P.lre., 1611-14, pp 363,442. For Inistiogue, see C.J. (I.), 18 February 1641.
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to conform to this standard,16 but although it had previously been raised as a
general objection to returns,17 it was rare for a formal objection to be made to
individual members on the grounds of non-residency or of not being born in
Ireland, until the dispute about John Fitzgerald’s return as replacement m.p. for
Inistiogue on 11 November 1640. The defence of his return (Fitzgerald was a
Kerryman), was that the borough was required to return “idoneum et discretum
Burgensem, which is here fulfilled; and should they be compelled to return men
resident, there would often come from such poor Boroughs very ignorant,

indigent, and unfit men to serve in the great Counsel of the King.”18

The 1640 Parliament

The 1640 Irish parliament was called to support Charles in his
dispute with Scotland, by providing money to assist him in his political
differences with his British and Scottish subjects, to permit the raising of a
contingent of 9,000 soldiers in Ireland for service with the King in Scotland and
to provide financial support for that force. The Irish parliament’s willingness to
provide this money was critical to Wentworth’s plans, but it was equally
important that it should set a good example to the subjects in Charles’s other

kingdoms by demonstrating its complete loyalty to the king.

Charles’s commission to summon the parliament was issued on 29
January 1640 and elections took place in February and up to 16 March 1640, the
first day of the first session. The elections were overseen by Radcliffe, as Strafford
was in England. The first session1? sat until 1 April, when it adjourned until 1
June, and again until 17 June when it was prorogued until 1 October. The second
session lasted until its prorogation on 12 November 1640 and the third session
from 26 January to 5 March 1641, when it was again prorogued. The fourth
session sat from 11 May until 7 August when it was adjourned until 9 November
1641. The fifth session began on 11 January 1642 and the parliament continued to

sit intermittently, and with very varying membership, until 9 February 1647, but

16 see McGrath, 1613. pp 119-123, for the proportions of m.ps. in 1613 resident in their
constituencies and with other local connections and the appendix (below) for this parliament.

17 Clarke, Old English, p. 81.

18 C.J. (I.), 18 February 1641; the second replacement member, Dennis, was apparently a
burgess of Inistiogue.
19 The dates of the parliamentary sessions follow those listed in the New History of Ireland , VIII,

pp 231-33 and differ from those used by Perceval-Maxwell, 1641 rebellion.
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this thesis is concerned only with the men who sat in the four sessions to
November 1641, when a number of m.p.s were expelled for being in rebellion

and the House ceased to function effectively as a representative body.

When the House first met on 16 March 1640, 235 men were included in
its list of members. These included 161 protestants and 74 catholics, 64 county
members (34 protestant, 30 catholic) and 171 borough members (127 protestant, 44
catholic).20 The list shows a number of instances of readjustment, e.g. Peisley
and Byron were listed as representing Augher (the result of a second election,
which cancelled Karnes’s return), Edward Trevor as m.p. for Down (replacing the
deceased Hamilton) and Francis Cosbie and Cossens as replacements for the
doubly returned Walter Loftus and Harman respectively. Further adjustments,

including replacements for the other double returns, remained to be made.

While the overall proportions of protestant and catholic county

members were relatively close (53% to 47%), there were considerable differences

between the different provinces, as the following tables indicate:

Table Three
Original County Members

Protestants Catholics Total
Leinster 10 14 24
Munster 4 8 12
Ulster 16 2 18
Connaught 4 6 10
Total 34 30 64

The province with the most even level of representation at county
level was Leinster; the disproportionately high level of protestants returned for

Ulster was due to the wholesale transfer of property during its plantation.

20 These figures exclude disfranchised boroughs, and double or disputed returns. The official
list is included in the Commons Journals, before the account of the proceedings in the House. The
figures also differ from those calculated by Perceval-Maxwell , op. cit., (p. 70).
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Munster had been partially planted and five catholic members represented
Tipperary and part of Limerick, areas yet to be planted, and the altered religious
allegiance of one branch of a settler family, the Brownes. The high level of
catholic representation in Connaught tells the same story - the protestant county
members were either members of new English families who had begun to
acquire lands in Connaught through the plantation of Leitrim (Coote) or
informal plantation (Radcliffe), or through the religious conformity of two Gaelic
families, the Bourkes and Reynolds.

The proportions of protestant and catholic citizens and burgesses were
quite different: 74% were protestant and 26% catholic. It was more difficult for
the old English to ensure the return of catholics for boroughs, as the
administration had power to issue and alter charters, and therefore electorates.
This explains both the disfranchisement of a number of old constituencies and
the willingness of a number of others (e.g. Clonmel) to return placemen. There
were also dramatic differences between the boroughs in different provinces: in
Ulster only one (2%) of the 46 burgesses was catholic, whereas 37% of the
Munster burgesses were catholic. The proportions in Leinster and Connaught
were 36% and 24% respectively.

Table Four
Original Urban Members

Protestants Catholics Total
Leinster 43 24 67
Munster 26 15 41
Ulster 45 | 46
Connaught 13 4 17
Total 127 44 171
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Interest Groups within the Parliament

The returns show a number of separate groupings of sectional interests.
Unsurprisingly, Wentworth’s Yorkshire connections and adherents formed one:
at least 19 m.p.s were members of this group, including the Deputy’s brother, his
friends and cousins Christopher Wandesford and four other members of that
family, Sir George Radcliffe, his son Thomas and half-brothers George and
Robert Nettleton, cousin George Carr, another Yorkshireman, Robert Maude,
Wentworth’s physician Williams, secretaries or assistants, Cadogan and Thomas

Little and his son, and other associates, Billingsley, Carpenter and Peisley.2!

16 privy councillors (Borlace sr., Coote sr., Dillon, Forth, Adam Loftus,
Mainwaring, Meredith, Parsons sr., Radcliffe, Rotherham, St. Leger, Stewart,
Trevor, Wandesford, Ware and Wentworth) were later to be joined by another,
William Stewart, in a by-election. Many were also officials and they managed to
ensure the return of their adherents (e.g. Borlace, Coote, Dillon, Loftus, Meredith,
Parsons, Radcliffe, St. Leger, Trevor, Wandesford all had sons and / or sons-in-
law returned, Ware’s brother was elected and several St. Leger associates,
including his secretary Gethings and other clients, Ogle, Kingsmill and
Kniveton). The Loftuses and Parsons had extensive, closely entwined,
connections. Six Loftuses were returned and their family and other connections
included Blayney, Cosbie, Gifford, Moore, O’'Hara and Wentworth and the

Parsons, Ussher and Ware families.

The Parsons’ network included the three m.p.s of that name and their
many cousins and in-laws, including the Loftuses, Hoey, Paul Davys and
William Ussher. The Cootes also had a strong network comprising St. George,
Francis Hamilton, Gifford, Slingsby, Phillips (and thus the Usshers) and the

Moores. They were also old associates of Cork.

There were also leading members of the administration and their
connections: advocate-general Lake, solicitor-general Sambach, Privy Council
clerk Paul Davies, the Usshers, and minor officials like Richard Fitzgerald, Brian

Jones, Moncke, William Plunkett, Stephens, Stoughton, Summers and Tallis.

21 Thomas Edmonds, a Yorkshireman, Guildford Slingsby and Francis Windebank, all Strafford’s
secretaries, had been returned for Castlebar, Carysfort and Ennis respectively in 1634.

33



While it is generally assumed that Lord Cork paid relatively little
attention to the elections, a number of his relatives (Barrett, John Browne,
Crowe, Digby, Arthur Loftus, Moore, Travers) or associates (the Cootes, Osbornes
and Waller22), and at least one tenant (Bannister) were returned and others

would appear in by-elections.

Ormond’s connections included his brother-in-law McCarthy, secretary
William Smyth, agent Comerford and other clients and friends like Walter
Walsh, Wemys, and Wharton.23

Men of Scottish ancestry formed another interest group: at least six 24
were of Scottish birth and a further 8 were second generation Scots.25 Two others
were originally returned to the House and a further two (William Stewart and
Melvin) were returned in by-elections26 and a number of other m.p.s may also
have been Scottish.27

The Catholic m.p.s fall into distinct categories: old English gentry, gaelic
families, merchants from old boroughs and lawyers.28  The gentry included
members of families who exercised considerable power within their own
localities, such as the Barnwalls, Bellews, Butlers, Dillons and Walshes. The

merchants represented the old cities and boroughs they traditionally ruled, such

22 Perceval-Maxwell, op. cit., p. 41, notes the Cork connection by 1640, but the link actually
began much earlier: Waller's wife, Elizabeth Dowdall, was the granddaughter of Lady Southwell, a
member of a new English settler family based at Rathkeale in Limerick, and had previously been
contracted to John Browne*, Cork’s nephew. Her marriage agreement allocated her property in Kent
and Waller's acquaintance with Cork stems from at least the time of that marriage in London in 1629.
Lismore Papers, 1st. ser., lll, pp 312,327,329. Cork and Waller were both originally from Kent, as was
the family of another connection, Crowe*, and it is possible therefore that the Cork/Waller relationship

extended further back than 1629.

23 Poyntz was also a cousin, although he does not appear to have been part of Ormond’s circle.
24 Galbraith, Gibson, Maule, Reynolds, Stewart and Wemys.

25 Bailey, four Hamiltons and three Montgomeries.

26 Karnes's return for Augher was reversed within his own constituency and Hamilton died

before the Commons met. Perceval-Maxwell's statement (op. cit. p. 69) that 13 Scots were returned,
all for Ulster constituencies is incorrect: the minimum number is 14, with at least four sitting for
constituencies outside that province. These figures exclude those returned in by-elections. For
further information on this subject, see the section on ethnic origins (appendix, pp __).

27 e.g. Brome, Lovell and Willson. O’Grady’s statement that Thomas Hill was a Scottish non-
conformist is unsupported. H. O'Grady, Strafford and Ireland. 2 vols. (Dublin, 1923). I, p. 934.

28 Further information is contained in the sections in the appendices on ethnic origin and

education.
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as Cork, Drogheda, Dundalk, Fethard, Galway, Kilkenny, Kinsale, Limerick,
Navan and Youghal. The lawyers included Geoffrey Browne, Nicholas Plunkett,
Rochford, Taylor and John Walsh perhaps as significant as their presence was
the absence of two others who had been prominent members of the opposition
in the 1634 parliament, Patrick Darcy* and Richard Martin* who were later to be

returned in by-elections.

The Changing Membership of the Commons

The House’s membership altered very significantly between March
1640 and November 1641. There were 7 double2? and three disputed returns,30 at
least 10 members died,31 five were expelled,32 three succeeded to titles of
honour33 and 21 resigned their seats34 during the first four sessions; a number of
by-elections was held to return replacements, although it is not always clear
when these took place, for which constituencies and who was returned to the
house as a result of them. There were at least 291 members of the Commons
between March 1640 and November 1641, of whom 107 were catholic and 184
protestant. The vast majority of those recorded as leaving the Commons were
protestants (32 compared to 7 catholics) and they were often replaced by catholics
(33 catholics and 22 protestants), but while this altered the numbers significantly,
it did not produce an actual or a working Catholic majority in the House, even

when taken together with the members returned for the disfranchised boroughs.

The Commons Journals are very incomplete, generally recording
decisions of the House and nominations to committees, with a small number of

extracts from debates; they are inconsistent in their treatment of vacancies and

29 James Cusack, Dixon, Harman, Walter Loftus, Meredith, Power and William Wandesford.

30 Geoffrey Dillon's ( Roscommon), (C.J.(l.) 28 March 1640), Karnes (Augher); Davis's return for

Carrickfergus was the subject of an unsuccessful petition by a fellow citizen. C.J. (1.), 23 March 1640.

31 6 Protestants Madden, Robert Loftus, Little sr., Christopher Wandesford, George Nettleton

and Thoroughgood, and 4 Catholics Valentine Browne, Fitzharris, Peppard and Oliver Plunkett.

32 Carpenter, Lake, Little jr., Peisley and Thomas Radcliffe, all protestants.

33 James Butler, Caulfield and McCarthy (two catholics, one protestant).

34 20 Protestants, Alford, Francis Butler, Gilbert jr., King, Kingsmill, Walter Loftus, Mainwaring,

Maude, George and Hugh Montgomery, Henry Osbourne, Audley Philips, Poyntz, George Radcliffe,

Reading, St. Leger jr., John Wandesford, Wentworth, Williams and Wray and a single Catholic, Piers

Butler. It may be assumed that others also resigned or ceased to attend, especially those who had

been closely associated with Strafford’s administration (e.g. the other members of the Wandesford

family and Robert Nettleton), although their resignations are not recorded in the Commons Journals.
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often fail to record the constituencies of members returned in by-elections.35
Unlike the English Commons, there are no known private journals or records to
supply this deficiency, although a number of other sources help to give a rather
fuller picture of the House’s membership.

The numbers known to have left the Commons do not match the
number known to have joined it, so the list of 291 members is clearly incomplete
and it is not possible to compile an authoritative list of all members, their
constituencies and length of service. Nor is it possible to estimate the precise
membership of the house at any point after its first assembly; the list included in
pp 7-14 represents the best estimate possible. There is no evidence that unknown
members played a significant role, and, as Perceval-Maxwell noted, the Irish
parliamentary system in this period did not generally operate in a majoritarian

way or divide along religious lines.36

Replacement of M.P.s

The pattern of replacement of m.p.s was clearly influenced by the
prevailing political climate. The House agreed on 20 March 1640 that writs
should issue for fresh elections to deal with double or mistaken returns and
absent members. On the following day it agreed that a writ should issue for the
election of members for Ardee and on the 28 March that the disputed election for
Roscommon should be dealt with. There was no return for Ardee by June, and a
new writ was ordered on 10 of that month. On the following day, the Commons
ordered the issue of writs for returns to Newcastle, Naas, Fore, Bannow,
Taghmon and Clonmines and on 12 June it ordered new writs to deal with
double returns or deceased members progress was slow and on 2 October the
deputy clerk of the hanaper was questioned about the failure to issue writs. The
following day, the subject of new elections was raised and given added urgency by
Peppard’s recent death, and a writ for his replacement was ordered. Two days
later it was recorded that writs had not yet issued for Ardee, Newcastle, Naas,

Fore, Bannow, Taghmon and Clonmines and the Commons wrote to the Lord

35 For example, they do not record Williams'’s replacement by Dobbins, and note the return of
John Fitzgerald as Robert Loftus’s replacement only because it was the subject of a dispute about
privilege with the House of Lords; they do not record that Loftus had replaced Wandesford or Maude
and that Fitzgerald was accompanied by a fellow catholic, Dennis.

36 Perceval-Maxwell, op. cit., p. 69.
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Chancellor who had prevented the writs” issue. This suggests that elections to
replace double returns had taken place, a supposition confirmed by the presence
in the House of three men absent from the list of original members: Edgeworth
(appointed to a committee on 17 June 1640), Carleton and Thomas Hill who
appear in the Commons on 24 October and 10 November respectively. None had
identifiable links with any vacant seat (Kilmallock, Ballyshannon and Armagh
or Donegal) but as all were government supporters, the identity of their

individual constituencies is relatively unimportant.37

The Lord Chancellor’s response was clearly unsatisfactory, as the
Commons suspended all business on 7 October, and, reassembling two days later,
dissolved into a grand committee “to consider of the privileges of this House
now in question.”  On 12 October the question of a new m.p. for Newtownards
(replacing Hugh Montgomery) was raised. The House ordered the Speaker to re-
issue writs for six disfranchised boroughs and referred the question of Fore’s
representation to the Committee of Privileges on 21 October.38 A new election to
replace Lake was ordered on 10 November. The session ended two days later and

a number of new m.p.s entered the house for the third session on 26 January.

It is possible to identify their constituencies by matching their names to
the seats known to be vacant before their appearance. M.p.s who first appear in
this session included Cheevers and Hollywood (returned for Bannow), Richard
Barnwall (Taghmon), William Browne (clearly a Wexford seat, presumed to be
Taghmon or Clonmines), John Fitzgerald (Loftus’s replacement for Inistiogue),
Dongan and Talbot (Newcastle), Sutton (Naas), Nugent (Fore) and Henry Moore
(Ardee). Other new m.p.s included Bryan O’Neill, Boyle and Adam Cusack.
O’Neill, active in County Down, presumably replaced Nettleton in Killyleagh. A
family link between Boyle and Moore, and Cusack’s wife’s family’s influence,
suggests that they represented Ardee and Fore respectively. Other m.p.s were
also returned, although they are not recorded as having been active in the house;
these include Dennis for Inistiogue and Sherlock for Naas, as well as Brien
(presumably representing his former constituency of Clonmines) and Duff

(presumably returned for either Taghmon or Clonmines).

37 Dixon’s choice of seat is unknown. Killyleagh was also vacant at this time.

38 References may be found in C.J.(1.).
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Maurice Fitzgerald had also entered the Commons by this time,
appearing first on a committee on 2 April, although he may well have been
active in the House before that date.3 Moynes, who had strong Cavan links and

presumably replaced Lake, was first nominated to a committee on 4 February.

A new election to replace Caulfield for Tyrone, was ordered on 4
February 1641, when the subject of the fresh election for Newtownards was also
raised. The Tyrone election clearly saw a contest with the sheriff exercising

discretion about its course, and the Commons ordered on 1 March:

“That Edward Maxwell, Esq., high Sheriff of the County of
Tyrone, shall be forthwith sent for by the Serjeant at Arms
attending this House, to answer unto such matters, as shall be
objected against him, and to put in sufficient bail to the said
Serjeant, to appear the first day of the next session of this
Parliament, to attend and abide the censure of this House; and
that the election of the Knights (sic) of the Shire for the said
County shall be made in Dungannon, being the Shire-town of
the aforesaid County of Tyrone, and if the election be otherwise,

the same election to be void.”40

The clear inference is that the sheriff was not intending to hold the
election at the county assizes, when its location and date would have been

generally known, but in some other place and presumably at another time.

One of the final recorded acts of the Commons in the third session was
to order writs for 10 other vacant seats (Ennis, Trinity College, Callan, Kildare,
Carrick-on-Shannon, Askeaton, Newtownards, County Sligo, Carysfort and
Cashell)4! and these must have been filled by the beginning of the fourth session

on 11 May when a number of new m.p.s first appeared in the House.

39 Fitzgerald replaced Valentine Browne who died in April 1640. Fitzgerald is clearly identified as
a committee member on 2 April 1641, but his namesake represented Kildare and his nomination to a
committee on 24 October 1640 described him as Maurice Fitzgerald of Allon presumably to
distinguish him from another m.p. of the same name.

40 C.J.(I.), 1 March 1641; the reference to the election of knights is misleading - Audley Mervyn
was still clearly a member of the House and therefore only Caulfield’s seat was vacant.

41 C.J.(I.), 5 March 1641.
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The seats of a number of these m.p.s are known42 and Melvin
presumably represented Newtownards; three other constituencies (Tyrone,
Carysfort and Trinity College Dublin) remain to be matched with new m.p.s and

Darcy, Arthur Hill and William Stewart must have been returned for these seats.

The Parsons’ influence in Wicklow suggests that Hill was returned for
Carysfort, as his father-in-law was the county member and his brothers-in-law

Richard Parsons and Hoey represented Wicklow town.

Had the Tyrone by-election been held during the first or second
sessions, Stewart would have been the obvious replacement for Caulfield
politics had altered dramatically during the second and third sessions, however,
and the sheriff clearly experienced difficulty in ensuring the return of an
acceptable candidate. The administration appointed sheriffs and Maxwell’s
surname suggests that he was Scottish.43 It seems unlikely he would object to
the return of a privy councillor and fellow-Scot who was also a substantial
landholder in the county, implying that Stewart was the unsuccessful candidate

for this seat, although he was clearly returned for another constituency.

William Gilbert’s departure from the Trinity College seat is
unexplained, but the order for his replacement came after the Commons’s order
to the sheriff of Tyrone and it could have been caused by the administration’s
desire for Stewart’s return, especially as he, unlike Gilbert, became active in the
House. Stewart’s fellow privy-councillor, James Ware, was still influential in

his university constituency and could have arranged for this return.

More importantly, if Stewart was the unsuccessful candidate for
Tyrone, who was his rival? It was clearly someone the opposition wished to
have in the Commons. The two other by-elections in Tyrone (Augher and
Dungannon) returned Richard Martin and Phelim O'Neill between 29 May and
15 July and by 8 June respectively. The coincidence of their returns for a planted
county and Maxwell’s actions suggests that a man of considerable influence in

Tyrone was using his position to ensure that men the opposition wanted were

42 Casey , Bellings, Sarsfield, Johnson, Dobbins, Haley and Casey were returned for Ennis,
Callan, Kildare, Carrick-on-Shannon, Askeaton, Cashel and County Sligo respectively.
43 M. Perceval-Maxwell, Scottish migration to Ulster in the reign of James |. (London, 1973)

pp 47, 288, notes the connections between the Maxwells and Hamiltons in Antrim.
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returned to the parliament; Mervyn was in a unique position to play this role.
His close working relationship with Darcy and Martin before and immediately
after their return and his powerful position in Tyrone, suggests that Darcy was
returned for Tyrone through Mervyn’s influence.44 The by-election for the
county member, therefore, forms part of a pattern which saw Wentworth’s
supporters (e.g. Peisley) leave the Commons, and influential men such as the
lawyers Darcy and Martin, who were already involved in supporting the
opposition’s work in the House, and O’Neill, returned to it. In considering their
returns for Tyrone constituencies, it is clear that the other county member, and
influential local landholder, Mervyn, must have played a crucial role, especially
as he was the most prominent spokesman for the opposition at that time and
brother-in-law of Maguire and also of John Clotworthy, who was so active
against Wentworth in the Long Parliament.

Robert Smith appeared for the first time on 14 May, presumably
returned in Cork’s interest, with Moore support, for Banagher. Cruise appears
for the first time on 19 May 1641; no other seat is known to have been vacant, but
the Wandesford family was not participating in the House, so some or all of the
boroughs they represented - Thomastown, Lifford and Clogher - may have been
vacant;45 if so, Cruise’s return for Clogher would fit the pattern of the return of

useful catholics for Tyrone constituencies.

Other members left and joined the Commons after these dates, but
none played as significant a role as the men returned for the Tyrone
constituencies. In some cases, the new members’ seats are known or may be
surmised; in other cases, members’ constituencies are unknown.46 It is not

known whether other vacant seats were filled, or if so, by whom.

44 N. O Muraile, ‘Aspects of intellectual life in seventeenth century Galway.’ in G. Moran and R.
Gillespie, (eds.), Galway: history and society; interdisciplinary essays on the history of an Irish County.
(Dublin, 1996) p.168, states that Darcy was returned for Bannow in May 1641. He adduces no
evidence to support this statement. The identity of the m.p.s for Bannow (Cheevers and Hollywood)
is well established and those seats were, in any case filled by 30 January 1641, when Cheevers was
mentioned in the Journals and when Darcy was clearly not a member of the Commons.
45 The deceased Christopher Wandesford was replaced by Whyte; John Wandesford was
replaced for Inistiogue.
46 Wenman, Burnell, Dempsie and Fanshaw, Chichester Fortescue, Redmond Roche, John
Trevor, Esmond, P. Barnwall, Parke, Stephenson, Stanihurst and Piers Cosbie are known, or may
reasonably be deduced to have sat for Belfast, Boyle, Ballinakill, Carlingford, Cork County,
Newtownards, Enniscorthy, Kells, Roscommon, Tipperary, Newry and Gowran respectively. de Renzy
and Cruise’s constituencies are unknown.
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The Changing Political Climate in the Parliament

Wentworth’s plans for the Irish parliament succeeded initially, with
the Commons loyally voting four subsidies on 23 March 1640.

“Upon serious consideration had by this House of his
Majesty's great and pressing occasions for a present supply for
defence of his Highness's Kingdoms, it is ordered upon
question by the whole House, and by the free, ready,
unanimous, and chearful consent of every Member thereof,
not one man opposing, that this present Parliament his
Majesty shall have granted unto him, by the laiety and
temporalty of this Kingdom, the number of four entire
subsidies, with a further declaration, that the Kingdom will
be ready with their lives, fortunes, and estates, to assist his

Majesty as further occasion shall be offered.”

Following the dissolution of the Short Parliament and Wentworth's
failure to replicate his successful dominance of politics in Ireland in England, his
control in Ireland also began to slip, and from the Irish Parliament’s
reassembling in June 1640, political life became increasingly difficult for the

administration under Wandesford .47

The changing membership of the Commons reflects this. Wentworth's
friends were leaving, or no longer active in, the House - Wentworth, Williams,
Maude, Carpenter, Peisley, and the Radcliffes, Nettletons, Littles, Wandesfords,
were gone and others were no longer recorded as participating. St. Leger’s circle
was also inactive - he was not attending the Commons, his son and Kingsmill

resigned their seats in May and Kniveton was licensed to be absent.

The Scottish faction was not significantly affected - Scottish m.p.s who
left the Commons tended to be replaced by fellow Scots but other factions were

47 Perceval-Maxwell, Outbreak pp 76-78. suggests that opposition alliances began to form after
knowledge of the failure of the Short Parliament and that the first suggestions of resistance came on 8

June.
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gaining strength and influence. Cork’s and Parsons’s friends began to be returned
(Moore, Boyle, Smith, Arthur Hill, Redmond Roche and de Renzi).

M.p.s with connections in the Long Parliament were resurfacing or
becoming more active. Mervyn’s growing prominence in the House was
accompanied by his increased activity outside, and King (a connection of Lord
Saye and Sele) resigned his own seat to concentrate on his growing personal
interests in England, but arranged for the return of his connections for Boyle and
Roscommon.

Ormond’s group also changed: McCarthy moved to the Lords and

Wharton returned to England, but Bellings entered the Commons.

The number of m.p.s of Gaelic origin was also increasing: at least five
replacements - the O’'Neills, Caseys and Dempsie - were Gaelic. Interestingly, two
of these were protestant, and the belief that religion was not a significant factor in
the arrangement of returns went further than Mervyn’s interventions in Tyrone.
John Barry of Liscarroll expected that Ormond would arrange for his return if

requested:

“It is thought that a new parliament will be summoned, and
this dissolved. I intend to write by my now lord of Muskerie
to my lord of Ormonde to get me a place and try ... if it be
possible to make me a Commonwealthman, since my fortune

had not been better in soldiery.”48

Bellings’s return for Callan and the appearance of other catholics like Roche,
(close to both Cork and his own nephew McCarthy), Phelim O’Neill and Dempsie
(who had strong connections with the Digbys, Moores, de Renzy and Forth) lends

credence to this expectation.

48 John Barry of Liscarroll to Philip Perceval, London, 8 March 1641. B.M. Add. MS. 46925, f.
210r. Barry had written to Perceval on 24 November 1640 that the English Parliament “is making an
order to chastise all Papists in the army, and among the rest myself; they fall out bitterly against us all,
and begin to banish us out of town and to remove all from Court ... | was never a factionary in religion,
nor shall ever seek the ruin of any because he is not of my opinion. | have my end in this world if | can
satisfy my own conscience.”  B.M. Add. MS. 46924, ff 144-5r.  Barry’'s comment about his career as
a soldier is also significant - Catholics, including men like James Dillon*, had received commissions in
the new Army in 1640 for the first time in several decades.
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Opposition alliances began to form after knowledge of the failure of the

Short Parliament reached Ireland. The first indications of resistance came on
June 8, when the link was between Nicholas Plunkett and Nicholas Barnwall,
and Parsons, Loftus, Coote, Borlace and Meredith and the Bysses working with

the Catholics to oppose the subsidies.

If there is little firm evidence that the opposition in England and
Scotland was working with that in Ireland, by the third session (i.e. from October)
there is considerable circumstantial evidence, especially in the timing of the
attack on Strafford and the family connections between the protagonists.49 It
may be significant, for example, that the only connection between the two seats
for which Clotworthy was returned (Maldon and Bossiney) was a family
connection of the NettervillesS0 and that Percival met the three most prominent
men with Irish connections in the Long Parliament - Clotworthy (a Boyle
connection, who had been consulting with the Covenanters in Edinburgh in
1638), Dungarvan (Cork’s son) and his brother-in-law Arthur Jones - in London
in June 1640.51 Jones and Clotworthy were m.p.s in 1634 and still had extensive
and powerful connections with members of the present House - e.g. Mervyn and

the Boyle, Parsons and Coote networks.

In the third session (October - November 1640), most committees had
catholic majorities and sizable numbers of protestant opposition members
working together on an agreed agenda, including a substantial reduction in the
level of subsidies, the disappearance of the bill for the Plantation of Connaught,
restoration of the disputed boroughs’ franchise and the composition of the
Remonstrance and its transmission to the King in England. Wandesford*
forbade the committee appointed to transmit the Remonstrance to leave Ireland,
but two members, John Bellew and Cashell, travelled to London and their

introduction to the Long Parliament by Clotworthy coincided with the English

49 Perceval-Maxwell. Outbreak. pp 82ff.

50 Clotworthy’s return for two seats indicates a high level of anxiety to ensure that he was a
member of the Long Parliament, and considerable planning. The only person to have represented
both boroughs (in separate parliaments) was the late Earl of Portland whose son, the present earl, was
brother-in-law of Luke Netterville, a prominent lawyer and opposition m.p. (for Swords) in 1634, whose
brother was a member of the Irish House of Lords.
51 Clotworthy, Dungarvan and Jones signed a bond with Perceval, witnessed by Wriothesley
and others, in June 1640 in London. B.M. Add. MS. 46924, f. 35r.
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Commons’s attack on Strafford. The identity of the Protestant leaders in the
third session can be seen in this committee, which included Richard Fitzgerald (a
Perceval connection, but also linked to Cork and Parsons), Waller (also linked to
Cork), Rowley (Clotworthy and Mervyn’s brother-in-law), Digby (a Cork
connection and Lord Bristol’s cousin), Cole (formerly imprisoned by Wentworth)
and Montgomery (supporter of the Covenant). Other protestant leaders were
two government supporters, Robert Dillon and James Ware, but prominent
administration members, like Loftus and Coote had joined other new English

men like Cork’s cousin Travers and Denny.52

Full membership of the Commons

Of the 291 known m.p.s, 70 (36 catholics and 34 protestants) represented
counties, 216 (69 catholic and 146 protestant), urban seats and the constituencies
of a further 5 (Edgeworth, Carleton and Thomas Hill (returned for Armagh,

Donegal, Ballyshannon or Kilmallock) Cruise and de Renzy) are unknown.

Table Five
Overall County Members
Protestants Catholics Total
Leinster 10 14 24
Munster 4 11 15
Ulster 16 3 19
Connaught 4 8 12
Total 34 36 70
52 Denny expressed the disquiet felt generally in Ireland at Wentworth's appointment “Ye lord

Viscount Wentwort arrived in Irland to govern ye Kingdom as Deputy. Many men feare”.  Entry in
Denny'’s diary, 23 July 1633, Irish Memorials of the Dead, VII, p. 371.
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Ashe, Theobald Bourke, Piers Crosby, Esmond and Waddington
changed religious allegiance or dropped their conformity after their returns. For
the purpose of this thesis, M.P.s whose religious affiliation changed are classed by
the religion they adhered to at the time of their return; Phelim O’Neill is
therefore regarded as catholic and Ashe, Bourke, Crosby, Esmond and

Waddington as protestants. Thus the figures in the collations in the Appendices

are based on the following numbers:

Table Six
Overall Urban Members
Protestants Catholics Total
[Leinster 53 45 98
Munster 28 16 44
Ulster 50 4 54
Connaught 15 5 20
Unknown 4 1 5
Total 150 71 221
200 - Leinster
- Munster
D Connaught| |
| B8 vister |

100

Prot. Co. Prot borough Cath. Co. Cath. borough
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1 Prot. Co. Prot borough Cath. Co. Cath. borough  Total

2 Leinster 10 53 14 45 122
3 Munster 4 28 11 16 59
4 Connaught 4 15 8 5 32
5 | Ulster 16 50 3 4 73
6  Unknown 4 1 5
7 Totals 34 150 36 71 291

Attendance

The level of members” attendance in the house is unclear. The general
indication of attendance is through votes in the House or agreement to ‘call’ the
House. There were very few divisions, and where they did occur, the numbers
do not include the speaker, or, sometimes, the tellers. There were five divisions
in the fourth session when attendance ranged between 175 and 100, excluding the

speaker, and a number of m.p.s were licenced to be absent.

The House agreed to ‘call itself’ on 11 June 1640, and this happened on
the following day. On 1 October 1640, the opening day of the new session, the
House deferred business “being thin”, and this poor attendance may have been
one of the reasons for questioning the deputy clerk of the hanaper about the
issuing of writs for new elections. Unlike previous parliaments, however, there

were no records of members’ being fined for non-attendance.53

Conclusion

This thesis does not seek to examine and discuss the activities of the
1640 parliament. It is clear, however, that the membership and activities of the
House reflected, affected and contributed to the prevailing political climate in
Ireland in the early 1640s. Its proceedings demonstrated the shifting allegiances

and loyalties of both the native inhabitants of Ireland and the more recent

53 see McGrath, 1613. pp 196-202, for a discussion of levels of attendance and participation in

the 1613 Commons.
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settlers, members’ commitment to parliament as a forum for solving their

community’s problems and, ultimately, the breakdown of consensus in Ireland.

In that context, therefore, the identities, backgrounds and connections
of the m.p.s can provide valuable information about the men who formed the
Irish political establishment at the time, many of whom also played a significant
role in the following decades. Chapter Two examines the biographies of the

individuals who made up the 1640 Irish House of Commons.
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Chapter Two

Biographies of M.P.s



WILLIAM ALFORD (Aldford, Alfrey), Ballinakill
s. William Alford; d. 1642

The Alfords were a Sussex family, and the Irish branch was established
by Lancelot, who came to Ireland ¢1548. His brother Roger was Burley’s secretary
and Lancelot held a number of crown offices, including clerk of the hanaper
(1561), surveyor general and chief remembrancer of the exchequer (1572). It is
difficult to distinguish William from his father, but a William Alford was a
member of a Kildare jury in 1625, and both Williams and their son and brother,
Francis, leased lands from the Ridgeway family who controlled Ballinakill in
1629. Ballinakill was a garrison town and Lord Conway requested payment of a
Captain Alford’s wages in 1626. The depositions indicate the Alfords’ prosperity -
William sr. claimed losses of Stg.£3,200, including £1,200 in cattle, horses and
sheep and £600 in annual rents and profits.!1 Their mill was burnt by protestant
troops in April 1643. William jr. was killed in a battle with the County Kilkenny
Irish in September 1642; his corpse was displayed on Ballinakill’s market cross
and his face allegedly mutilated by Mountgarrett’s daughter Ellice.2 He resigned
his seat on 4 June 1641.

HENRY ARCHER (-1604-16443 ), Kilkenny
e.s. Walter Archer (d. 1626) and Elizabeth, da. Henry Shee, Kilkenny; m. -1626,

Elizabeth, da. Nicholas Fitzharris, New Ross.

A member of an old-established Kilkenny family, Henry, an alderman
from 1628, was mayor of the city as his father and grandfather had been. The
Shees, Archers and Rothes* supplied Kilkenny members of every parliament
between 1559 and 1634, and his wife’s family (which included Fitzharris*)
represented New Ross in 1585 and 1613. He lived at Muckully, Kildare, and held
over 4,743 acres in Kilkenny (as well as other property held jointly with
Mountgarrett), and a further 519 acres in Carlow and Tipperary. He and his
brother Patrick (who supplied vast quantities of money to Ormond) were listed as

chief rebels in Kilkenny in January 1642. Patrick was a member of the

1 Deposition of William Alfrey Esq., 22 December 1642, T.C.D. MS. 814, ff 84r,161r.
2 T.C.D. MS. 812, ff 202v-203r; the context suggests that he was a soldier.
3 T.C.D. MS. 815, f. 386v reports that Henry Archer murdered an Englishman at Brittas,

Queen’s County, in August 1652; this was presumably another man of the same name.
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Confederation and Henry (who was regarded as a member of the “peace party’)
was general treasurer and receiver of revenue for the Confederation in 1642. He
was also active in providing arms and supplies valued at £6,954 to the
Confederate army. Their brother-in-law Nicholas Fitzharris was collector of

monies in Wexford.

RICHARD ASHE (Ash), (?1609-1659?), Belturbet
? e.s. Henry or ? 2 s. of Nicholas Ash, Newtown, Meath, and Cavan; ? m. Alice,

da. Bishop Lewis Jones; m. Maud, da. William Dowdall and Dempsie.

Ashe was presumably a member of the new English settler family
which acquired lands in Meath (by the marriage of Sir Thomas# to a member of
the old English Bailey family) and in Cavan by grants of land to Thomas and his
brother Nicholas in 1603 and 1612. Both brothers’ lands passed to Nicholas’s
eldest son Henry’s son, presumably Richard; if so he was born in 1609.5 His
presumed marriage to Alice Jones would have strengthened his links with the
establishment, and may have made him Oliver Jones’s* brother-in-law, and
provided a connection with his neighbours, as Oliver’s brother Henry married
Culme’s* sister. Richard lived at Lissemaine, Cavan, on property leased from the
Culmes*. He was a former servant of Sir Stephen Butler.6 He was involved in
Cavan affairs, serving as a commissioner to inquire into the state of lands
granted to William Bailey in 16287 and to reedify church buildings in Kilmore
(1633), and as a j.p. He was a witness to a 1640 deed, signed in Belturbet, between
the Waterhouses of Cavan and John Madden of Dublin. When Bedell finally
dislodged Cooke* as register of Kilmore, he replaced him with Ashe, whom the
Bishop’s son-in-law described as “a man that entirely loved [Bedell], and would
be governed and directed by him in the execution of that place.” 8 This
confidence was misplaced - on the outbreak of the rebellion Ashe turned to mass,

and became a “great advisor of rebels.” 9 He besieged Francis Hamilton’s* castle

4 m.p. Trim 1613. McGrath, 1613. p. 59 and B. McGrath, County Meath members of parliament,
1560-1613. Riocht na Midhe, 1X(2), 1996. pp 60-72.

5 Chancel. Inq. Ultonia, Cavan, Car. | (20) Henry's son’s name is blank in the inquisition.

6 A local settler, and m.p. for Belturbet in 1634; Butler left Ashe 40 /- in his will.

7 This suggests an earlier birth date than 1609.

8 E.S. Shuckburgh (ed.), Two biographies of William Bedell, Bishop of Kilmore. (Cambridge,
1902). p. 51.

9 T.C.D. MS. 832, 1. 1r.
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at Croghan and gave quarter on its surrender in June 1642. According to Culme*,
he went “to Masse and was at the siege of Droghedagh, and at most of ye Rebells
meetings within [Cavan]. And at a Sessions wch. the Rebells kept in the first
weeke of ye last lente he wth severall others bound themselves publiquely wth
an oath to maintain the cause they had in hand for the freedom of their
religion.”10  He acted as host to Owen Roe O’Neill in the winter of 1648-9, which
suggests that he may have played a role in forging Ormond’s cease-fire with
O’Neill.

ROBERT BAYLIE (BAILEY, BAILIFFE), Cavan County.
m. by 1641, Penelope (d. 1666), da. ___ Hartlib, London, and ___ who rem. Lucas
Dillon, Trinity Island, Cavan.11  d. 1650.

Robert was presumably related to the planter William Bailey of
Finnylton (Finlaystown), Renfrewshire, who was granted denization in 1610 and
1,000 acres in Cavan in the following year. William was an effective planter and
presented 34 or 35 men in the 1630 Cavan muster. Edward Bailey also settled in
Cavan and was employed by Forth* in his affairs there in January 1629. Robert
may also have had other, more important connections - the Rev. Lewis Bailey
accompanied James to England in 1603 and later married Anne, daughter of Sir
Henry Bagnal of Newry. Lewis became chaplain to Prince Henry and preceptor to
Charles. He left his property to his wife, her sister Magdalen, and his daughter
Mary, wife of William Hill; his will does not mention other Irish connections.12
He was granted 3 poles of land in Cavan in 1628 and his denization in May 1634.
His personal wealth is unclear, but his property interests presumably yielded an
adequate living and his wife’s family was wealthy. Two depositions in the 1640s
listed debts of £268 due from him.l13 His marriage provided a number of
significant links, as his step-father-in-law belonged to the most prominent old
English local families. Lucas was a catholic but many other Dillons, including his
brother Robert* and nephew James*, were protestant. Penelope’s father was a

wealthy London merchant and her sister married William Bailey, future Bishop

10 Deposition of Arthur Culme*, 9 May 1642, T.C.D. MS. 832, f. 116v.
" Clogie, Bedell, p. 193; T.C.D. MS. 833, f. 213r ; Lucas was m.p. for County Cavan in 1634.
12 P.R.O. L., Prob. 11/161/53, will of Lewis Bailey.

13 T.C.D. MSS 810, f. 136v, (Deposition of James Ellis of Dublin) and 832, f. 2-5r (Deposition of
the Rev. Alex Commine, Vicar of Kilkin and Kniukrridge, Cavan).
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of Kilmore who acted with Cooke* in his dispute with Robert’s neighbour,
Bishop Bedell in 1639. Moynes* was another neighbour. Bailey was a soldier,
variously described as captain, and as major (in Brome’s* regiment in the new
army) by 1640. On the outbreak of the rebellion, he was reported to be preparing
to resist the rebels at Cavan and was serjeant major by the following February.
Seven months later he commanded 100 men under Ormond. He was again
serjeant-major, this time under Crawford, in 1643, and his troops were quartered
in Cooke Street, Dublin in the following year. As Colonel Bailey (a rank he
retained to his death) he was at Castletowntara, Meath in January 1646 and part of
Cadogan’s* garrison at Navan and Athboy from June 1647 to at least November
1648. Like Moyne’s* wife, Mrs. Bailey took refuge in Bishop Bedell’s house in
November 1641. Robert stayed with the Rev. George Crichton in Virginia in
early 1642. He signed the 1644 Humble petition of the protestant subjects. His
widow was granted 951 acres in Clenawley Barony, Cavan, to cover his arrears of
£580 15s. 9d, due for service in England and Ireland. Robert devised these lands
to her, William and Henry Bailey, in his will of 19 February 1650. Penelope sold
them to Sir John Cole, William’s* son, eight years later, but she clearly retained

some lands in Cavan, as her address was given as Gurtman, Cavan, on her death.

PEREGRINE BANNISTER (BANNASTRE, BANASTRE, BANESTER).
Clonakilty
m. ? Elizabeth ;  d. 1647-59.

Bannister’s parentage is unknown but he spent his youth with his
uncle Sir William Stanley in the Low Countries, as Spinola’s page. His recusant
connections were not limited to his own family - his wife’s two sisters were nuns
in Flanders and he remained in contact with many Catholics, including friars,
who used him as a channel to pass messages to Lord Cork. While his main Irish
connection was with Boyle, his original link may have been St. Leger*, who was
in the Low Countries at the same time as Peregrine. He settled in Cork, where he
was Boyle’s tenant and follower by 1614;14 he regularly borrowed (and

presumably repaid) money from Boyle and presented Lady Boyle with a “young

14 Appleby, J.C., (ed.), A Calendar of material relating to Ireland from the high court of admiralty
examinations, 1536-1641. (Dublin, 1992). p. 288.
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ambling graii nagg” in August 1619.15 He was well integrated into local society,
having connections with the settler family of Clayton, acting as sheriff of Cork in
1619-20 and on the 1624-5 commission for the peace and submitting a proposal to
free the Irish coasts from pirates. His conviction for the manslaughter of Herbert
Nicholas was raised in the Commons on 22 June 1641. He was a witness to
Perceval and Boyle deeds in 1632 and 1635 respectively. His November 1642
deposition claimed the loss of an estate worth £2,786, including £220 for 43 years
of the lease of his farm at Ffarinsesry, Carbery Barony. He claimed to have spent
£2,000 on improvements to his property.16 He was very active in the defence of
Munster in the 1640s, being chiefly associated with Inchiquin.l? He was captain
of a troop of dragoons quartered at Donneraile in 1641-2 and of the Munster
Council of War by October 1642; he took depositions in Kerry and Clare in 1643-4.
He held the rank of major and was granted £200 by Parliament for his services in
Ireland in April 1646 and was in London in the following month. He was back in
Cork by August, where he signed a letter supporting Inchiquin. In the following
June he fought with him near Cappoquin and was still in the same company in

September 1647, with the rank of serjeant major.

The Barnwalls were one of the most prominent old English families in
Ireland, and most of their property was concentrated in counties Dublin and
Meath, where they played an important part in local administration, although
they also had some interests in Louth. The main branches were Trimblestown,
Turvey, Crickstown and Kilbrew; less important ones were based at Drimnagh,
Terenure and other places. The head of the family was Lord Trimbleston, but the
family had intermarried with all the prominent old English families of the Pale

and with some native Irish ones.

NICHOLAS BARNWALL, (1592-1663), Dublin County
e.s. Sir Patrick Barnwall (d. 1623), Turvey, Gracedieu and Fieldstown, Dublin, and

15 Lismore Papers, 1st. ser., |, p. 228.
16 T.C.D. MS. 824, ff 23-4; an Elizabeth Bannister, presumably his widow, was living at Farney
Shesiry, Cork, in 1660. Census, p. 217.
17 Another Banaster (Captain John) was also active in Munster, including the defence of Bandon
in 1643, and it is not always possible to distinguish the activities of the two men. A Francis Bannister
was minister in Cashel in 1642, (T.C.D. MS. 821, f. 30v).
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Mary, da. Sir Nicholas Bagnall; m. 1617, Bridget, da. Henry Lord Kildare, and
Frances Howard, da. Charles, Earl of Nottingham, w. of Rory O’Donnell, Earl of
Tyrconnell; 5s., 4 da,;

ed. Douai; Grey’s Inns, 1611;

Baron Turvey, Viscount Barnwall of Kingsland, 1646.18

M.P. Dublin County, 1634

Sir Patrick was one of the most respected members of the old English
community.19 Nicholas inherited substantial property and his personal
connections were extensive. He had land deals with the Dowdals* and Peppard*
in the 1620s and 1630s. Even before 1641 he held over 2,000 acres in Roscommon,
which he retained in the 1650s. Like other landowners, he held advowsons, one
of which (Donnapatrick, Meath) he sold to Richard Bolton in 1632. Apart from
his links to other Barnwalls*, he was related to the most prestigious Gaelic and
old English families, the O’Neills* and Fitzgeralds*; his mother provided close
connections with the new English Bagnall network. He was a brother-in-law of
Piers Cosby*, Lord Slane (who provided a link with Lord Antrim), and other
influential men including Thomas Aylmer of Lyons and Rory O’More (a
connection of Sarsfield* and O’Reilly*), father-in-law of Lords Gormanston and
Fingall and Nugent’s* nephew. Lucas Fitzgerald*, Bellings*, Stanihurst*, the
Dillons* and Lords Dunsany and Howth were cousins. He lived at Drimnagh,
Dublin, and was heavily involved in local administration. He signed the 1625
petition of the lords of the Pale to the King and was a member of the Dublin
commission of the peace. Two years later, he was a commissioner to raise money
for the army in County Dublin and in that June was added to the committee to
devise means of raising extra money for the army from the Great Assembly. He
became a freeman of Dublin in 1629. With Clanricarde, Viscount Dillon, Lynch?,
T. Burke*, Geoffrey Browne*, Waller* and John Walsh*, he signed the petition
and offer to Charles from the inhabitants of Connaught, Clare, Tipperary and
Limerick, in April 1641. He had dealings on the Dublin Staple in 1639. The
Commons considered a bill concerning his property in June 1640. He was an
active m.p., especially in 1634 but also in 1640 and was a member of the

committee sent to England in November 1640. In November 1641 he was

18 He was also knighted in the 1640s.
19 Sir Patrick’s position may be judged by the administration’s concern to keep him out of the
1613 Parliament, McGrath, 1613, pp 37-9 and D.N.B.
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appointed governor of Dublin County, with a commission to raise and command
forces to defend Dublin with 300 men; he took no part in the rebellion, giving
shelter to Sir Thady Duff’s wife at Christmas 1641, and his castle at Ballyloge,
Roscommon, was used as a refuge by protestants from Longford in November
1641 and March 1642. He used his licence from the lords justice to travel to
England, where he stayed to defend and promote Irish interests; in March 1642
the privy council recommended him to Lord Leicester and defended him from
“malicious rumours”. His son Patrick served as a colonel of horse in England
from the 1640s. He returned to Ireland in March 1644. He was transplanted to
135 acres in Roscommon, although he was living at Turvey with his sons in
1659. He retained his Roscommon lands. His was clearly regarded as a special
case: an 1656 affidavit in his favour declared that he was “much troubled at the
barbarousness of the rebels, and never said anything in their favour, or held any
intelligence with them, or abetted them”.20 He was in London in 1656-7,
attempting to retain his estates and using his prominent connections (he wrote
to his “cousin” Arthur Annesley, m.p. for Dublin in the Commonwealth and

later Lord Anglesey) to that end.

PATRICK BARNWALL, (c1584-c1664), Trim

e.s. John Barnwall, Kilbrew (d. 1590) and Eleanor, (d. 1613+), da. Ald. Christopher
Seagrave, Dublin, and Alison Humphrey; she rem. 1) Edward Aylmer, Lyons;

2) John, s. Christopher Cheevers, Macetown, (d. 1599); 3) Thomas Fitzwilliam;

m. 1) Ellis (d. 1622), da. Sir Richard Barnwall, Crickstown, 3s., 8 da.; 2) Cecily, da.
William Fleming, Lord Slane, w. Sir Patrick Barnwall, Crickstown; 3) by 1633,

w. Jasper Hurlestown, Drogheda, merchant.

4

The Barnwalls of Kilbrew were one of the most respected gentry
families of the Pale because of their substantial property, the family’s antiquity
and extensive connections. Apart from his strong links with other Barnwalls
(especially Crickstown), Patrick was, through his father’s siblings, connected to
the Trevors*, Cusacks* and Dowdalls* and through his mother’s marriages with
three other influential Pale families. His links with Dublin merchant families
were strengthened by the grant of his own wardship to his uncle, Ald. Walter

Seagrave, in 1590. Patrick’s son Richard was m.p. for Swords in 1634 and his

20 Cal. Clarendon, I, p. 182.
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other children all married into notable Meath families. He was active in Meath
administration, serving as sheriff in 1610-1, 1613-4 and 1622, signing the petition
of the lords of the Pale to Charles in 1625, and sitting on the Meath commission
of the peace in that year. Two years later he was commissioner to raise money
for the army there. He held extensive property in Meath, especially in Ratoath,
Moyfenragh and Duleek Baronies, where he held over 1100 acres on his own and
another 1162 acres jointly. He repaid an old debt to Lord Cork in June 1634 and
February 1635 and he had dealings on the Dublin Staple with James Tuite of
Dublin in June 1639 and with Nicholas Whyte* in the following March. He was
appointed to the committee to confer with the Irish on 16 November 1641. He
attended meetings about the rebellion in Plattin and the general meetings of the
Meath gentry at Knocklofty and Tara (which appointed him and Sir Richard* to
raise money in Ratoath, and made Patrick a captain for the Ratoath and
Dunboyne Baronies); he was a member of the Meath Council of War, and was
raising troops in Ratoath Barony. With his step-son Sir Richard Barnwall* he
wrote to the Lords justice in November / December 1641 to inform them of
events in Meath, when they were described as“two principal gentlemen of the
County of Meath”.21  Like many of his fellow gentry, his chief concern on the
outbreak of the rebellion seems to have been to keep the peace and to prevent the
violence from spreading. However, in January 1642 he accepted Lord
Gormanston and Col. Hugh Byrne’s order to travel to Wexford to arrange the
purchase of powder which was being imported from France and the Low
Countries. Presumably because of these activities, his protests that he attempted
to remain outside the rebellion were regarded as unconvincing by the
administration, which ordered him to be racked. He surrendered to Ormond in
March 1642 and was sent as a prisoner to the lords justice. On his release from
prison, his person and estates were placed under special protection of the state.
He was in Kilkenny for the establishment of the Confederation, taking the Oath
of Association in May 1642. He exchanged letters with Cadogan* in 1645,
evidently acting as agent for other gentry after the cessation. About the same
time, he petitioned to be restored to his place in the Commons; this request was
granted in February 1646, but he did not take his seat. He received orders from
the commissioners of trust to raise troops in Meath in December 1649. Under the
Commonwealth, his lands were declared forfeit, but he was not transplanted,

perhaps because of his age, or because he was judged then, as later, to have been

21 Lords Justice and Council to Leicester, 3 December 1641. H.M.C. Ormond, N.S., II, p. 33.
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“one who from the beginning [of the rebellion] lived inoffensively.” He testified
in the Court of Claims in 1663 and is presumed to have died in the following
year, or shortly afterwards.

PATRICK BARNWALL, Kells
d. 1645.

Patrick replaced Oliver Plunkett*. His identity is unclear. He may have
been the son of Nicholas* Barnwall, and Bridget Fitzgerald. If so, he was born
after 1618, was colonel of a regiment in the West Country in the royalist army in
the 1640s and died unmarried in Ireland. The fact that Nicholas* held lands in
Kells supports this tentative identification. Alternative identifications are the
son of Sir Richard* Barnwall of Crickstown who was transplanted with his father
to Clare in 1656, or the eldest son of John Barnwall of Mouncton, Meath.22

PETER BARNWALL (c1580-1645), Dublin County

4, but e.s.s. Edward Barnwall, Drimnagh and Terenure, and Elizabeth, da. Sir
Peter Barnwall, Gracedieu; m. 1) __ ; 2) before 1635, Jane, da. Robert Barnwall,
Dunbroe, and Kinborough, da. Dr. James Good, London; at least 2s., 1 da.

M.P. Dublin County 1634

Peter was a member of a junior but well-established branch of the
family, based in County Dublin and his property was at Terenure (560 acres) and
Balrothery; he also owned lands at Ardee and Stackallan, Louth. He inherited
his father’s property and took livery of his estates in December 1609 with a fine of
£80. Apart from his numerous Barnwall* connections, he was Richard’s* father

and Stafford*s father-in-law and his second marriage connected him to Talbot*

and other Dublin families.

Sir RICHARD BARNWALL (1602-1679), Meath
e.s. Sir Patrick Barnwall, Bart., Crickstown, and Cecilia (d. 1628) or Catherine

Fleming, da. William, Lord Slane, and Eleanor Fitzgerald; she rem. Patrick

22 John Barnwall of Mouncton died on 18 May 1598. Chancel. Inq. Lagenia, Dublin, Jac. | (39).
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Barnwall*, Kilbrew; m. 1) 1621, Thomasine (d. 1629), da. Edward Dowdall,
Athlumney; 2) Julia, da. Sir Gerald Aylmer, Donadea, Kildare, Bart., and Julia
Nugent, da. Lord Delvin;

2nd. Bart., 1624.

M.P. Meath 1634

The Barnwalls were established at Crickstown since the time of Sir
Christopher, Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, who lived there in 1440, but
they were still a junior branch of the main family. They had substantial property
in Meath: Richard held 4,293 acres alone and a further 764 acres jointly. He
succeeded his father in 1624, but only took livery of his estates in 1629, although
he was of full age at his father’s death. This may have been the reason for his
exclusion from the 1624-5 commission of the peace for Dublin. His family
connections were with many of the most prominent old English families,
especially the Fitzgeralds*. He was Patrick Barnwall’s* step-son, Lord Slane’s
cousin and father-in-law, and cousin of the Dillons*, Nugent* and Lucas
Fitzgerald*; his brother-in-law was Laurence Dowdall.23 He signed a bond for
£150 with Richard Fitzgerald* in July 1640; part of this debt was assigned to Lucas
Fitzgerald* in 1655. He was a member of the parliamentary committees on
Trinity College Dublin and of the committee formed in November 1641 to confer
with the Irish. On the outbreak of the rebellion, he and Patrick Barnwall* wrote
to the lords justice, when they were described as “two principal gentleman of the
County of Meath”.24 He was one of the Meath gentry attending the meetings at
Tara and Knockrofty, when he was appointed to the council to advise Lord
Gormanston on the defence of the county. He was appointed a captain for the
baronies of Ratoath and Dunboyne, and a member of the Meath Council of War.
He was indicted for rebellion in 1642. A supporter of the Confederation, he was a
member of the 1642-3 Leinster provincial council and muster-master of the
Confederate army in Leinster in 1642. He was named as a possible agent to meet
Ormond to discuss the catholics” petition to Charles in February 1643, when he
was based in Kilkenny and brought weekly intelligence from Dublin; he signed
the proclamation for the cessation eight months later. His troops fought at
Kinnegad that October. With Trimbleston, Lucas Fitzgerald* and others, he was a

commissioner to govern the Irish quarters of Meath in October 1645. He

23 of Athlumney, m.p. for Navan in 1634.
24 Lords Justice and Council to Leicester, 3 December 1641. H.M.C. Ormond, N.S., Il, p. 33.
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commanded 100 horse and was charged by the Supreme Council with command
of its troops in Monasterevan in 1647, the year in which he is said to have
compounded for his estates. About that time he met Cadogan* and other troops
from King’s County at Kilbeggan. He was a member of the last Supreme Council,
1648-9 and a commissioner of Trust. In July 1649, with Sir Lucas Dillon*, he
made an agreement with Owen Roe O’Neill and he fought at Kilkenny in
November 1649. In the following July he and Nicholas Plunkett* dealt with
Ormond about army supplies, and in September he was at Athlone to assure
Clanricarde of the obedience of the Leinster forces; with Walter Bagnall, he was
agent from the old Confederate party to deal with the English Parliament’s forces
in March 1652. He is recorded as being excluded from Cromwell’s Act of Grace,
but was, with his son Patrick, transplanted to 2,500 acres in Clare. He was
included in Charles’s 1660 declaration, and was granted £41 in June 1661, which
was paid by the following March; he was included in a 1664 list of dispossessed

landowners who might be restored to their lands.

RICHARD BARNWALL (?71610-1660), Tagmon

2 but ? e.s.s. Peter Barnwall*, Drimnagh and Terenure, and his first wife,
; m. - 1645 Ursula, da. Matthew Plunkett, 5th. Lord Louth and Mary,
da. Sir Richard Fitzgerald.25

Richard’s mother’s name is unknown. Most of his close relatives were
other Barnwalls*, although his stepmother provided a connection with Talbot*.
Richard’s return is explained by his relationship (as Stafford’s* brother-in-law)
with a prominent Wexford family. In 1653 his only child Mary married Roger
Bellew. He was a collector of money for the Confederation in Meath in 1645 and

may also have signed a bond on the Dublin Staple in October 1646.

ANDREW BARRETT (1601-1617-1646), Cork

e.s. Sir James Barrett, Castlemore, and Jennett, da. Dominick Sarsfield, Lord
Kilmallock; m. 1640, Barbara (1614-1685), da. John Boyle; she rem. before 1668
Heyward St. Leger;

Kt. 1639.

25 Mary remarried Gerald Aylmer. Lodge, Peerage, VI, p. 169.
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Barrett was the head of an established Cork family and his grandfather
and namesake had been recorder of Cork and m.p. for the city in 1613. His
mother linked him to another prominent, but during Dominick Sarsfield’s
lifetime, conforming, old English family. The Sarsfields were also linked to the
Roche* and Loftus* families, and the Tirries (which provided two Cork m.p.s in
1613 and the Catholic bishop for that diocese). Andrew’s own marriage linked
him closely to the extensive Munster Boyle* network. He succeeded his father in
1629-30, but as a minor, his wardship was granted to his uncle William Sarsfield
(m.p. for Cork in 1634) and other local gentry, including Randal Clayton and
Perceval. Despite his marriage and the strong protestantism of some of his
guardians, he was apparently a catholic. He was in arbitration with other family
members in 1640, attempting to resolve land disputes. He was a member of the
parliamentary committee on Trinity College in February 1641. He apparently
played very little part in the upheavals of the 1640s and was included in St.
Leger*’'s April 1642 list of those still loyal to the crown.

JOHN BARRY, Tallow
s. William Barry; m.
d.-1651

John FitzWilliam Barry signed a bond for £3 with Philip Perceval
before the King’s Bench in 1631 and was still being pursued by his creditor for £1
three years later. He lived at Manor Barry,26 Cork, and had at least two brothers,
Nicholas and James. The Barrys of Orrery were one of the local families who
suffered most from Perceval’s efficient use of mortgages to acquire property, and
he was presumably related to James FitzNicholas Barry of Annagh.2? Perceval
was still receiving rent from Nicholas and James Barry in 1651, but not from
John, although the widowed Mrs. Barry whose rent was £5, may have been his
relict. He may have been John Barry of Balliclogh, Orrery Barony, also known as
MacRobertson,28 whose servants attacked John Slade, a local protestant, early in
1642, although MacRobertson had submitted by 30 November 1641.

26 Presumably the same as Barryscourt, between Cork and Youghal. T.C.D. MS. 826, {. 4v.

27 M. MacCarthy-Morrogh, The Munster plantation: English migration to southern Ireland, 1583-
1641. (Oxford, 1986). pp 165-6. Lismore Papers, 1st. ser., I, p. 54.

28 Lismore Papers, 1st. ser., |l, p. 60.
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MacRobertson was married. Alternatively, he could have been the John Barry of
Dreinagh, also in Orrery, who fought at the battle of Liscarroll, where he was
reported to have been one of the rebels killed. He should not be confused with
his namesake, John Barry of Liscarroll, a close associate of Ormond and friend of

Perceval.

RICHARD BARRY, Dublin

2 but e.s.s. Ald. James Barry, Dublin, and Catherine, da. Ald. Edmund Burn
(Barraun), Dublin; m. Anne (d. 1667), da. Ald. James Cusack, Rathgar; 6s., 3 da.;

d. 1648-9.

M.P. Dublin City 1613 and 1634.

The Barrys were an old English family, originally part of the Ballymore
branch, who were settled in Dublin by 1577, when James Barry was sheriff.
Richard was a merchant, and, like his father, served as both sheriff and mayor of
Dublin, in Richard’s case in 1604 and 1610 respectively. He was a member of the
1624-5 commission of the peace in County Dublin, and five years later became
recorder of the City. He was very active in the city’s administration, serving as its
agent in England and, repeatedly, as treasurer. He also leased land from the
Corporation. A firm protestant and a committed supporter of the
administration, he was Wentworth’s candidate for Dublin in 1634 (he may also
have been returned for Dublin in 1628). Wentworth commended him to Coke in
June 1634. He had considerable property in Dublin, and received a grant of
rectories in Kilkenny in 1612, and lands in Kilcarne, Meath, in 1627. His
deposition claimed losses of £2,526 for property in Dublin, Meath and Wicklow,
and a further £3,253 16s. for stock, goods and crops.29 His connections were
mainly with other Dublin merchant families, and most of his children married
into these families. The most noteworthy were James (m.p. for Lismore in 1634),
who married William Parsons’s* daughter Catherine, and Mary, who married
the protestant lawyer Donnellan.30 He was an uncle of the Wares* and the

Cusacks®.

29 Deposition made by his brother Nicholas, 5 March 1642, T.C.D. MS. 809, ff 241-2; a further
deposition, also made by Nicholas on the same date, claimed other losses, T.C.D. M.S. 810, {. 36v.

30 m.p. for Trinity College in 1634.
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The Bellews were one of the oldest and most influential old English
families in Louth. They had been settled at CastleBellew since 1403 and had
intermarried with most other old English families of the Pale.

CHRISTOPHER BELLEW (1602-c1660), Louth

e.s. John Bellew, Capletown (Castletown) Bellew, (d.1627) and Amanett Barnwall,
Drogheda; m. by 1627, Frances, da. Matthew Plunkett, Lord Louth;

Kt. 1628.

M.P. Louth 1634

Christopher inherited extensive lands in Louth and Meath (where he
held 1680 acres) from his father. CastletownBellew lay one mile west of
Dundalk.31 His connections throughout the Pale were extensive: his father
linked him to the Plunketts*, Sarsfields* and Nugents* and his aunt’s marriage
provided a Taaffe* connection. Through his grandmother he was a cousin of the
Cusack* network, including Barry* and Forth*. His sister married Lord Iveagh
and Christopher’s own marriage provided a close connection with Louth’s
leading titled family. He was a member of the committee which drew up charges
against Wandesford*, Radcliffe, Lowther and Bramhall, and of the committee
appointed to treat with the Irish rebels. On the outbreak of the rebellion, he was
given a commission to govern Louth, jointly with Lord Louth and John Bellew*.
He attended the meeting of Louth gentry at Tullaghesker, with his troops; the
meeting appointed Louth colonel general of the forces in the county, and
Christopher as substitute, in case of Louth’s refusal. Christopher declined the
commission, which was accepted by Christopher Barnwall of Rathesker. He
seems to have kept out of the action in the rebellion, although he was accused of
stealing property at Drumboate, Monaghan, in October 1641. He was indicted for
rebellion in 1642 and his lands were declared forfeit but more than 5,800 acres

was restored to his son (later Baron Duleek) after the restoration.

31 for the Bellews’ acquisition of Castletown see H. O'Sullivan,"The March of south-east Ulster in
the 15th. and 16th. centuries: a period of change’ in R. Gillespie and H. O’Sullivan (eds.), The
Borderlands: essays on the history of the Ulster-Leinster borders. (Belfast, 1989). pp 55-73.
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JOHN BELLEW (1607-1679), Louth

e.s. Patrick Bellew (d. 1611), Lisraney, and Mary, da. James Waring, Waringstown
(Anagassen); she rem. Patrick Russell; m. 1634 Mary, da. Robert Dillon,
Clonbrock;

ed. Gray’s Inns, 1627.

John lived at Lisraney, but is more usually described as of Willetstown
(Willistown, which he purchased from George Gernon of Dunmoghan in 1632),
Greystone, Bellewstown or Barmeath, all properties which he owned in Louth.
He may also have been Bellew of Stamidden, Meath, who guaranteed a bond for
Mr. Draycott on the Drogheda Staple in July 1641, the same year that he bought 40
acres at Drumcar for £200, a 1,000 year lease of Branganstown for £442, and 60
acres at Drumcar, from Simon Opie. He took a 99 year lease of the lands of
Thomas Dawe of Branganstown for £600 and a mortgage of William Moore’s
lands at Barmeath in 1644-5. He was a cousin of Christopher Bellew*, and
connected to the Dillons*, Taaffe*, Plunkett* of Bewley, the Nugents* and
Sarsfields*. He was a j.p. by 1639. An active member of the Parliament, he took
the remonstrance to England in 1640, and returned with the commission for the
continuation of Parliament. He was a member of the committee appointed on 16
November 1641 to confer with the Irish and was granted a commission to
administer martial law in Louth in that month, presumably because he was also
sheriff of the county. He attended the meeting of Louth gentry at Tullaghesker in
early November, when he was one of the officers appointed for the county and
was already reported as having joined the rebellion by November 25, although
he was granted a safe conduct to travel to Dublin in December. He was listed as a
rebel in a government proclamation in the following February. He took the Oath
of Association in 1642 and joined the Confederate army in that October as a
captain, with his brother Richard as his lieutenant. His company comprised 83
men in 1646, and he became commander of the Leinster army and commander of
the artillery. In the following year he was Lieutenant General and took part in
expeditions to Connaught and Cork; he was also a member of the 1647 General
Assembly. His command was incorporated into the royalist army in 1649 and he
was lieutenant of the ordnance when taken prisoner by Michael Jones at
Bagotrath that August. He was released after the battle of Rathmines, on
payment of a heavy fine. Stephens’s* widow petitioned Ormond for the
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collection of a debt from him in the same year. He successfully petitioned
Ormond for reprieve from a death sentence for robbing Sir Richard Butler’s
“people’ in December 1649. He was based in Birr in the following month, and
was in Loughrea in August 1650, from where he petitioned for his arrears. His
lands in Louth were declared forfeit, despite a petition from Cecily Jones who had
been given shelter at Willetstown, and he was assigned 800 acres in Galway.
Consideration of his joint petition (with Richard Barnwall* and his Louth
neighbour Laurence Dowdall) against transplantation was deferred in July 1654
and rejected in April 1655. He was in Dublin in January 1655, when his interests
were represented by Sir Robert Talbot and others. He regained some lands at
Barmeath and Willistown after 1661, having travelled to London on Taaffe’s*
business, with letters in his favour from Taaffe*, Ormond and Sir Thomas
Stanley, the latter at the request of Sir Robert Talbot.32 Taaffe* protected his
connections and followers and, having had a grant of some of Bellew’s lands,
passed them on to John. He should not be confused with his namesake,

Christopher’s son.

RICHARD BELLINGS (BEALING), (c1603-1677), Callan
, Killussey, Kildare; m. 1625, Margaret, da.

e.s. Sir Henry Bellings and Maud
Lord Mountgarrett and Margaret O’Neill, da. Hugh, Lord Tyrone; 4s., 1 da.;

ed. Lincoln’s Inns, 1619.

The Bellings were an old English family. Sir Henry (described as a
corrupt sheriff) held considerable property in Dublin, Wicklow and Kildare
which Richard inherited. His marriage brought a range of influential
connections - especially lords Mountgarrett and Ormond and the English catholic
peer, Castlehaven, and their network of Poyntz*, James* and Piers* Butler,
Mervyn* and Piers Crosbie*. He was also connected to the Barnwalls* and
Cheevers*. He lived at Cryhelpe, Wicklow, and a private bill on his behalf was
introduced in the Commons in October 1640. A well respected linguist, lawyer,

poet and, later, historian,33 his long-standing friendship with Ormond explains

R Talbot was the son of Sir William Talbot of Carton; he was m.p. for Wicklow in 1634 and a
cousin of Henry Talbot®.
33 He produced a 6th. volume of the Arcadia (1626) and The Eighth day. (1661). Asits title

suggests, his history was an apologia for the old English. Vindicae eversae catholicorum hiberniae.
(1654). His Fragmentum historicum is published in Lodge, Des. Cur. Hib., Il, pp 151-480.
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his replacing Wharton* as m.p. for Callan. In November 1641 he was a member
of the commission appointed to confer with Ulster rebels. He was accused of
treason and indicted for rebellion. On the establishment of the Confederation, he
became secretary to the Supreme Council, where he played a key role in its
operations. From 1643 he acted as an Ormondist. Although they were not
generally on friendly terms, Antrim was to regard him as one of his supporters
in 1644, the year in which he was admitted a freeman of Waterford and when he
was one of the Confederate agents to treat with Clanricarde.34 In the following
year he travelled to Rome, to solicit funds for the Confederation, and was
received by the pope; it was after this meeting, although not at his suggestion,
that Innocent determined to send Rinuccini to Ireland as his representative. He
and Rinuccini visited Paris where they met Mazarin in April 1645. In 1647, he
was proposed as a possible secretary of state to Ormond. His friendship with
Ormond made relations between the Marquis and the Council easier, and in
December 1649 he was in Kilkenny acting for the Commissioners of Trust in
their correspondence with Ormond. He was in Galway in June 1650 with Sir
George Lane, on Ormond’s business. He left Ireland shortly afterwards and lived
on the continent under the pseudonym Kingston. He maintained his close
contact with Ormond and corresponded with Inchiquin and James Sydenham.
He was in Paris in 1654, where he was friendly with other emigrant Irish,
protestant and catholic; in the following year he travelled to Poland with
Muskerry*, but was back in Paris by November 1656, bringing letters from
Ormond and Sir Richard Browne, resident for the King in Paris. He
accompanied Ormond on part of the way on his secret trip to England in 1658 to
contact royalists there. He was still in Paris in 1659-60 and was included in
Charles’s declaration in the latter year. He also became a close friend of
Clarendon, whose will he witnessed. He lived in London for much of the 1660s,
where he was an important member of the Court. He wrote to Ormond in July
1675, from Dublin, concerning mistakes in accounts of proceedings in the 1640s
and 1650s. His son and namesake was secretary to Catherine of Braganza and

signatory to the 1670 Treaty of Dover.

34 This was his first meeting with Clanricard, whom he much impressed. J. Lowe, (ed.), The
Letter book, of the earl of Clanricarde, 1643-7. (Dublin, 1983). pp 77-9.
64



WILLIAM BILLINGSLEY, Downpatrick

4 s. Francis Billingsley, and Bridget (b. after 1580), da. Sir Thomas Vernon,
Haslington, Nantwich, Cheshire, and Dorothy, da. William Egerton, Wrynhill,
Betley.

? ed. Cambridge, 1615, B.A., M.A.

d. 1642-1647.

M.P. Downpatrick 1634.

Billingsley was an associate of Wentworth, and acted as agent in land
purchases for the lord deputy and Lady Carlisle, especially in Wicklow. He also
received a 31 year lease of crown lands near Navan in 1634 and held lands there
with Robert Dillon* and Lord Roscommon. He apparently lived in Fishamble
Street, Dublin. He was a soldier, a cornet in Wentworth’s regiment in the 1630s
and captain in Robert Dillon’s* regiment in 1640 when his brother Edward (later
trustee for the ‘49 Officers) was his lieutenant; in late 1641 and early 1642 he
regularly received money to pay William Wentworth’s troops. He became
captain in Sir Henry Tichbourne’s regiment in 1642 and his troops were
garrisoned in Strangford. Another brother, John, was captain by 1644. It is
sometimes difficult to disentangle the military activities of the three brothers;
one was a captain in Sir Charles Coote’s* regiment in Wicklow in 1641-2.35 His
usefulness to the administration and his elections are explained not by his
connections with his fellow Shropshire men, the local settler family of Kinaston,
but through his links with Philip Mainwaring*. The secretary of state’s brother
married Edward Trevor’s* daughter Eva, whose family had considerable
influence in Down. Mainwaring* was a cousin of the Egertons of Wrynhill,
through the marriage of his aunt Anne Mainwaring to Sir Ralph Egerton, cousin
of Dorothy Vernon, whose family was also a neighbour of the Mainwarings at
Nantwich. Billingsley had other influential connections in England: his uncle,
Sir George Vernon (c1578-1639), was one of the barons of the exchequer and a

judge in Hampden’s Ship Money Case.

HENRY BINGHAM (BINGLEY) (c1573-1642-9), Castlebar
e.s. Sir George Bingham (d. 1599, bur. Christ Church, Dublin), Dorset, and Cecily,
da. Richard Martin, Athelhampton, Dorset (they m. 1569); m. by 1624, Catherine

35 T.C.D. MS. 810, f. 108r.
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(d. 1673-4), da. John Byrne, Ballinclough, Wicklow, and Cabinteely, Dublin;
ed. Oxford;

Bart. 1634;

d. 1642-49; Bur. Chapel in Castlebar.

M.P. Castlebar 1634.36

The Binghams’ connections with Ireland began with his uncle Richard,
president of Connaught and m.p. for Roscommon in 1585, and his father, who
was governor of Sligo in 1593. Henry served as captain in the army and acquired
lands in Galway and Mayo. He sold his lands at Inisturk to Myles Bourke in 1613.
He held over 7,700 acres in Mayo, although much of it was classed as
“unprofitable”. 726 acres were reserved for him in Aghlish, Mayo, in the
transplantation. He and his uncle John37 (whose property he inherited in 1632)
were among Castlebar’s original burgesses in 1613. He was sheriff of Galway in
1607 and of Mayo in 1639. He was a member of the Mayo commission for the
peace in 1624-5 and a commissioner to raise money for the army there in 1627,
when he was described as captain. With others, he signed a testimonial of the
loyalty of the local man Laughlin O’Kelly in 1629. He was also connected with
the new English Roscommon family of Ormsby and his daughter married Sir
George Browne of the Neale. Not all of his relatives were new English, however;

his wife was Irish, and his brother-in-law, Robert Kearnie, also lived in Mayo.

His castle at Castlebar was a refuge for local protestants in the early
weeks of the rebellion; it was surrendered to Lord Mayo on quarter early in 1642
and some survivors of the siege were murdered at Shrule. The ease with which
quarter was negotiated was perhaps facilitated by his following Mayo’s example of
attending mass and his decision to live among the Irish in Thomond at the turn

of the year 1641-2, perhaps prompted by his wife.

ROBERT BYRON (BEROWNE, BIRONE), (1604-09-1673), Augher
6 s. Sir John Byron, Newstead, Nottinghamshire, and Anne, da. Sir Richard

36 Henry was badly injured in a fall from a horse in November 1634 and requested that a new m.p.
should be elected to replace him; the writ was issued, but Henry continued to sit in the Commons, and
the Lords accepted his claim of privilege as an m.p. on 27 February 1635 in a land dispute with Richard
Bourke Mac Thomas Roe.

37 m.p. for Castlebar in 1613, McGrath, 1613. pp 90-1.
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Molyneux, Sefton, Lancashire; m. by 1642, Lucy West, (d. 1682) da. Lord Delaware;
Kt. 1644.

Byron was a member of a noted Nottinghamshire family; his father was
created knight of the bath at James I's coronation. Robert’s older brother, John,
m.p. for Nottingham in 1624 and 1627-8, first Lord Byron, also married a
daughter of Lord Delaware; Wenman* and Wharton* were other connections of
that family. Robert came to Ireland c1636 when he purchased an Irish captaincy
from Barnabas Bryan.38 He was a captain in Sir Henry Tichbourne’s regiment in
the Irish standing army by 1638 and was still in that regiment two years later
when he was serjeant major of brigades at a salary of 5s. per diem, and when he
fought at Drogheda in February-April 1642. He resigned his Irish commission to
join Charles in England late that year, but was back in Dublin by December,
bringing letters to Ormond from the king in early 1643, asking for Irish troops to
be sent to England. A royalist, he was presumably the serjeant-major Byron
taken prisoner at Bristol in July 1643, although he is recorded as being with the
army in Trim two months later. He was governor of Liverpool in 1644-5,
commanded 100 men at Naseby, and was also governor of Drogheda in the same
year. He returned to Ireland after the royalist defeat in England, and was
imprisoned on his subsequent return to England. He was a member of the
council of war at Drogheda in 1649, fighting with Ormond, whom he petitioned
in April 1650 about Lord Netterville’s failure to pay dues on crops from his lands
in Meath. He returned to England shortly afterwards and compounded for his
English estate in 1651, when he was fined £31, one third of its value. He was on
the continent in 1655, when he was in contact with Thurloe and Henry Manning.
At the restoration, he was a trustee for the 49 Officers, is listed as a captain of an
Irish foot company 1660-8, and was master of the Ordnance in 1663 and 1670. He
was appointed a privy councillor in 1664. In 1643 he was granted lands in Meath
for his service in the siege of Drogheda and the Irish estates of Robert Wallop
(worth £1,500 annually) in 1644, but when he tried to claim them on the
restoration, they were found to be in the possession of Lord Southampton and
others. He was subsequently granted other lands in England, but these were also
in other hands, and in 1663 he petitioned Charles II for satisfaction, claiming 27
years service in Ireland. His dispute was referred to the Commissioner for

Settlement and Charles directed that he should be paid one third of the money

38 For Bryan, later Marquis of Billing, see the Peerage and McGrath, 1613. p. 98.
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and granted lands valued at another third in 1664. He was also paid £400 in
November 1664 - his belated reward for the capture of the MacMahons in 1641.

JOHN BLAKE (1595-1681), Athenry
e.s. Nicholas Blake, (d. 1621), and Julianna, da. Valentine French; m. before 1621,
Mary French; 4 s., 4 da.

John inherited considerable property from his father and increased it by
his purchases of lands in Galway, and, between 1616 and 1634, in Mayo. By 1640,
he held over 2,600 acres, jointly or singly, in Galway alone. As a merchant he
travelled outside Ireland and was in Lisbon in 1616 buying salt. He was an
alderman of Galway and served as bailiff of the city in 1624; he was one of the
original Council of Eight formed to govern Galway for the Confederation in
spring 1642; in that year he and Geoffrey Browne* were hostages to Clanricarde
for Galway’s good behaviour. He was described in the depositions as one of the
chief rebels in Galway in 1642-3, and was mayor in 1646.39 He was a collector of
public dues in Galway c1650, and petitioned Ormond for help when he found
himself in debt because of the difficulty in raising the money from the city. He
was one of those negotiating with Ireton in November 1651, and was hostage for
Galway’s surrender to the Cromwellian officer. Despite his position as an
alderman of Galway, he was an appropriate representative for Athenry, as his
family had been granted lands there under Edward II which he still held in 1640.
His submission to the Commission for the Plantation of Galway proved his title
to his lands there and he retained the property until his estates were confiscated
in 1655, and, as John Blake FitzNicholas, he was transplanted within Galway

County to 668 acres at Mallaghmore (Tiaquinn).

RICHARD BLAKE (-1593-1663), Galway County

e.s. Robert Blake (d. 1615) and Katherine, da. Richard Darcy, Galway; m. after 1616,
Gyles, da. Ald. Andrew Kirwin, Galway; 3s., 4 da.;

ed. Middle Temple, 1612;

39 A man of the same name was recorder in 1651, but this was probably the son of Robert Blake,
a lawyer, and another founding member of the Council of Eight. John Blake the recorder was
deposed in 1654. J. Hardiman, History of the town and county of the town of Galway. (Dublin, 1820,
Galway, 1926, 1958). p. 136.
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Kt. 1624;
M.P. Galway 1634

One of the most successful Galway merchants and a member of a noted
Galway family, Richard played host to Wentworth on his visit to the town in
1635. His family’s wealth may be measured by his father’s will, in which stone
houses in Galway were bequeathed to his widow and each of his seven sons. He
was related to the other Blakes*, and connected with Darcy* both through his
mother and through the marriage of his younger brother, Peter, to Mary French.
Peter died in 1628, and Mary subsequently married Darcy*. He was deeply
engaged in the administration of the city and county, serving on the 1624-5
commission for the peace, acting as mayor and commissioner to raise money in
Galway for the army in 1627. Falkland described him as “how faithful a servant
his majesty has ... at this frontier town, wherein he is a chief man and principal
dependent of the Earl of Clanricarde.”40 Falkland was indebted to him and Sir
Henry Lynch for information on Spanish plans to attack Ireland and England,
transmitted from Galway in May 1626. Apart from his commercial activities, he
had considerable property, mainly in Galway (where he lived at Ardfry) and
Mayo, and some interests in Tipperary and Meath. His composition rent for
lands in Mayo was established at 5s. per quarter in 1616; he was granted
Ballintubber Abbey three years later. He was joint owner of 1,850 acres in Meath
and sole owner of 426 acres in Athboy and near Navan, which he inherited from
Martin Blake. His property in Connaught was inherited from his father, or
purchased; by 1630 he was in possession of most of the lands of the Bishopric of
Galway. Like his father-in-law, he was active in Clanrickard’s business, both
locally and also as his agent in England in July 1636. He was one of the most
prominent supporters of the Confederation; he was one of the provincial council
for Connaught in 1643, a member of the 8th. and 10th. Supreme Councils, an
envoy to Spain in 1647 and Speaker of the General Assembly in 1648-9. His
speech at the signing of peace with Ormond in 1649 was printed and translated
into French. He had remained active in the government of Galway throughout
the 1640s (although he was also made a freeman of Waterford in 1646), and, with
Ulick Bourke* and Lynch*, was nominated by Darcy* to hold a commission to
execute martial law in Galway City and County in April 1649. Despite being
reported dead of the plague at Galway in February 1650, he was still president of

40 Falkland to Conway, 22 March 1627, Cal.S.P.Ire., 1625-32, p. 108.
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the Grand Council in February 1652, when he was in Galway, which the Cootes*
were besieging. He was transplanted to 10,293 acres in Galway and Mayo. On the
restoration, he was one of those petitioning the lords justice for the restoration of
catholics to their former rights in corporations. His restoration on the same
terms as Bellings* was ordered in June 1661, but was clearly not effected, as his
petition for restoration of his property was particularly recommended to the lord
Lieutenant by Charles c. December 1665.

VALENTINE BLAKE (1608-1652), Galway

e.s. Sir Thomas Blake, Galway, and Julian, da. Geoffrey Browne, Castlebrowne
and Castlemagarrett; m. 1632, Eleanor, da. Sir Henry Lynch and Elizabeth, da.
Richard Martin, Galway;

ed. Middle Temple, 1628;

Kt. 1629; 3rd. Bart., 1643.

M.P. Tuam 1634.

Valentine’s father and grandfather were m.p.s for Galway in 1634; all
three were aldermen and mayors of Galway, Valentine holding the latter
position in 1643-4; he was still a member of the corporation in 1651. He was a
cousin of John and Richard Blake*, and, through his mother, of Geoffrey
Browne*. His wife, Lynch*’s sister, provided links with Darcy* and Martin*, and
also with Clanricarde, as her father was the Earl’s principal man of business.
There was also a family connection with the Dunboyne Butlers*. He succeeded
his father in 1643, inheriting property at Menlough, including nearly 8,000 acres
in Galway, (about half classed as unprofitable) and a further 2,300 acres in Mayo.
He was a member of the Council of Eight in 1642 and in that December he and
his father were reported as “daily ... meeting & trading with the rebels”; by the
following August they, and John Blake*, were included in an account of the chief
rebels of Galway.41 The petition of his eldest son, Thomas (later 4th. bart., who
was in school in France on the outbreak of the rebellion) claimed that his father
had worked for peace in 1646 and was imprisoned for holding this position. He
submitted to the peaces of 1646 and 1648, and was commissary of musters in

Connaught; he was also a member of the Provisional Council and a

commissioner for Connaught in 1647. He was one of the hostages taken by Ireton

4 T.C.D. MS. 830, ff 130r,134r,230v.
70



for the surrender of Galway in 1651. His will was proved in 1654, and an order

was made for the restoration of his estates in 1661.

GEORGE BLAKENEY (BLACKNEY) (1611-1650-4), Swords
e.s. William Blakeney (d. 1632), Richenhore, and Eleanor da. Patrick Delafield,
Co. Cork; m. Mabel, da. Dudley Bagnall, Dunleckney, Co. Carlow; 4 s.

The Blakeneys were an old Dublin merchant family which became
gentrified in the sixteenth century and settled near Swords where they became
influential in north county Dublin and south Louth. George’s father was m.p.
for Swords in 1613 and a Thomas Blakeney was alderman of Drogheda in 1640-1.
He lived at Rickenhoe (Rickenhore / Blakeneyhall) on lands inherited from his
father. He had over 400 acres near Swords and lands at Lusk, Sawcerstown and
Blakeneyhall, worth roughly £200 annually. He also held church lands in
Swords and the rent on this property increased by 40% in 1637. He had some
dealings with the ecclesiastical courts in 1638-9. On the outbreak of the rebellion
he met with Lucas Netterville and George King at Swords in December 1641 and
was summoned to the lords justice, but, like many others, failed to appear and
was indicted for rebellion. He signed the letter of the English gentlemen of the
Pale to the Lord Justice and Council on 10 December 1641; a local Dutch settler,
Anthony Huiberts, accused Blakeney of despoiling his goods later that month.
He left Rickenore about that time and went to stay with his brother-in-law,
Colonel Bagenal in Carlow, although he must have remained around Dublin,
having been appointed sheriff of the county by his fellow catholics; he sat on a
council administering justice at Killsallaghan in early 1642. A supporter of the
Confederation, he was a member of the 1642 Leinster Provincial Council. His
lands were declared forfeit and, in 1647, granted to Walter Plunkett* and his
father. He petitioned Ormond for his arrears of pay as Attorney General, in the
absence of Sir James Ware* in January 1650. His son William claimed that both
he and his father had been loyal, and that William did not take lands in
Connaught (George was presumably dead by that date). Despite his youth, he
signed a testimonial of the loyalty of Laghlin O’Kelly in January 1629, with

James* and Lucas* Dillon, St. George*, Bingham* and Crofton*.
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RICHARD BLAYNEY, Monaghan County

2.s. Lewis Blayney, Gregynogge Hall, Montgomeryshire, and Bridget, da. John
Pryce, Newton, Montgomeryshire; m. Marie -

d. 1641.

M.P. Monaghan Town, 1634.

Richard’s father was the older brother of Edward, first Lord Blayney,
and he was the present baron’s seneschal