
Appendix 8  Evolution of FET in Ireland 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Department of 
Agriculture and 

Technical Instruction 
(1899) 

Department of 
Education (1924) 

Department of Industry & 
Commerce (1924) 

Department of 
Lands and 
Agriculture (1924) 

Department of 
Fisheries (1924) 

Primary Higher 
Education 

Secondary Vocational and 
technical instruction 

Report of Commission 
On Technical Education (1927) 

Vocational Education  
Act 1930 
(VECs established) Apprenticeship 

Act 1931 

Tourist Traffic  
Act 1931 

Agriculture Act 
1931 
(est Committees  
of Agriculture) 

Forestry Act 
1928 

Tourist Traffic 
Act 1939 
(est. Irish Tourist Board) 

Forestry Act 1946 
Powers of Minister 
…promote and develop 
Training in forestry… 

Primary Cert  
commenced 
1929 

Memo V40 
Organisation of Whole-time 
Continuation courses (1942) 

Day Vocational 
(Group) Certificate 
Commenced 1947 

Department of  
Social Welfare 
Established 1947 

Report of the  
Commission on 
Youth 
Unemployment 
1951 

Tourist Traffic 
Act 1952 
Irish Tourist Board 
Renamed An 
Bord Fáilte 

Sea Fisheries Act 
1952 
Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara (BIM) est 
(Dept of Agriculture) 

Sea Fisheries 
Act 1931 
(Dept of Lands 
and Fisheries) 

Tourist Traffic 
Act 1955 
Bord Fáilte 
Eireann 

Agriculture 
(An Foras Talúntais) 
Act 1958 

1922 Formation of 
Irish Free State 

1958 White Paper 
On Economic Development 

Vocational Education  
Amendment Act 1936 

Vocational Education  
Amendment Acts 1943, 1944 

Vocational Education  
Amendment Acts 1947, 
1950, 1953 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apprenticeship  
Act 1959 

An Cheard Chomairle 
The Apprenticeship 
Board est 1960 

CERT est 
1963 

White Paper  
On Manpower 
Policy 1965 

Dept of Labour 
Est 1966 

Industrial 
Training 
Act 1967 

Dept of 
Social Welfare 
1947 

AnCo 
Est 1968 

OECD Review 
of Training 
Technicians 
1964 

Higher 
Education 

VECs and 
Technical 
Education 

Primary 
Schools 

Secondary 
Schools 

Investment in 
Education  
Report 
1965 

Steering 
Committee on 
Technical 
Education 1967 
Report to Minister on RTCs 

First 5 RTCs opened 
1969 

Access to Inter Cert 
And Leaving Cert 
Extended to  
Vocational Schools 
1966 

Free Post- 
Primary 
Education 1967 

Comprehensive 
Schools open 
1971 

National  
Manpower 
Service est 
1971 

HEA Act 
1971 

NCEA est 
1972 

Pre-employment 
Courses 1977 
C&C and Vocational 
Schools only 

National Agricultural 
Advisory, Education & 
Research Authority 
Act 1977 

Agriculture (An  
Chomhairle 
Talmhaíochta) Act 
1979 
ACOT est 

Youth 
Employment 
Act 1981 

NIHE Dublin Act 1980 
NIHE Limerick Act 1980 

1973 Ireland joins 
The EEC 

Early 1970s Youth Unemployment 
Identified as a major policy 
Issue by OECD, and EEC 

Vocational Education  
Amendment Act 1962 

Vocational 
Education  
Amendment 
Act 1970 

NCEA Act 
1979 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Programme of  
Action in  
Education 1984 

VPT1 Courses Commence 
All PP schools 1984 
ESF funded 
VPT2 Courses commence 
1985 

National 
Craft Certificate  
Commenced 1984 
(AnCO & Dept of Ed) White Paper 

on Manpower 
Policy 1985 

Labour Services 
Act 1987 

FÁS est 
1988 
AnCo, YEA 
& NMS 

Agriculture 
(Research, Training 
& Advice) Act 1988 
Est Teagasc 

Forestry Act 
1988 
Est Coillte 

DCU Act 1989 
Univ of Limerick 
Act 1989 

Junior Cert 
Intro 1989 

Youthreach 
Est 1989 VTOS  

commenced 
1989 

NCVA est 1991 
on ad hoc basis 
Certification based 
On learning outcomes 

DIT Act 1992 
RTC Act 1992 
DIT & RTCs break away  
from VECs 

Green Paper in Education 1992 

Report of the National Convention on 
Education 1994 

White Paper on Education 1995 

Universities 
Act 1997 Education 

Act 1998 
Qualifications (Education 
And Training) Act 1999 

White Paper Human 
Resource Development  
1997 
 
Expert Group on Future 
Skills Needs est 1997 

National 
Anti-Poverty 
Strategy 1997 

1995 interim National Certification  
Authority, TEASTAS, established 

1983 EEC Council of Ministers 
Resolution concerning Vocational 
Training policies. 
Social Guarantee (guaranteed access 
 to training and work experience)  
launched in Ireland in 1985 

1987 Programme  
for National Recovery 

1991 Programme for Economic 
And Social Progress 

1992  
Maastricht 
Treaty 

1994 Programme 
For Competitiveness 
And Work 

1996 European Year 
Of Lifelong Learning 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National 
Qualifications  
Authority of Ireland 
(NQAI) est 2001 

Higher Education 
And Training 
Awards Council 
(HETAC) est 2001 

Further Education 
And Training 
Awards Council 
(FETAC) est 2001 

National 
Framework of 
Qualifications 
Launched 2003 

National Tourism 
Development Authority Act 
2003 
Bord Fáilte & CERT dissolved 
Failte Ireland est 

HEA National Office 
For Equity of Access 
Est 2003 
HE and FE students 
supported 

EPSEN ACT 
2004 
FE student 
excluded 

Institute of 
Technology  
Act 2006 

Teaching Council 
Act 2006 

2010 Government Decision to disband FÁS. 
Dept of Education and Science renamed to Dept of Education and Skills (S.I. 184/2010) 

Responsibility for FÁS training is transferred to Department of Education and Skills (S.I. 187/2010) 
Responsibility for employment services are transferred to the Department of Social Protection 
Department of Enterprise Trade and Innovation retains responsibility for labour market policy 

 

National Training  
Fund Act 2000 

Department of Education 
And Skills 
Responsible for all 
Education and Training 
policy 

Department of Enterprise  
Trade and Innovation 
Responsible for  
labour market policy 

Department of  
Social Protection 
Responsible for unemployment 
 Issues and Labour Market activation 

Qualifications and 
Quality Assurance (Education 
And Training Act 2012 
NQAI, HETAC, FETAC and IUQB 
Amalgamated 

2000 Programme 
For Prosperity and Fairness 

EU Launched 
Lisbon Strategy 

2000 White Paper on  
Adult Education 

2003 
Sustaining 
Progress- 
Social 
Partnership 
Agreement 
2003-2005 

2006 
Towards 2016 
Social 
Partnership 
Agreement 

2009 
Lisbon Treaty 

2011-2014 
Troika 
Funding  
Programme 

2003 McIver Report 
Review of PLC Sector 

Vocational Education  
Amendment Act 2001 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education and Training 
Boards Act 2013 
Dissolve 33 VECs and  
Establish 16ETBs including former 
FÁS training facilities 

Further Education and Training Act 2013 
Establish FET Authority, SOLAS operating under the aegis of  
the Dept of Education and Skills,  

2014 National Further Education 
And Training Strategy 
2014-2019 launched. 
First FET strategy in history of State 


