
MANAGEMENT OF A CLOSE CONTACT*  OF A CONFIRMED CASE OF COVID-19
Close contacts of confirmed cases are asked to restrict their movements for 14 days after their last exposure to the case and are 

placed under active surveillance by Public Health doctors.This decsion tree does not apply to Healthcare workers.

Is the individual symptomatic with          
recent onset of fever or chills and/or 

signs or symptoms of respiratory tract 
infection which includes cough?

YES NO

DO NOT TEST FOR 
COVID-19 UNLESS 

SYMPTOMATIC, as a not 
detected result does not 
outrule the possibility of 

developing disease later on 
during the incubation period.              

Must complete active 
surveillance and restrict 

movements for 14 days from 
last exposure.

Self-isolate 
and test 

for 
COVID-19

POSITIVE for 
COVID-19

If mildly symptomatic, can 
self-isolate at home until 5 

days fever free AND 14 days 
from symptom onset.                    

If acutely unwell, transfer to 
acute setting.

Must continue active 
surveillance and restrict 

movements for 14 days from 
last exposure to the case, 
regardless of not detected 

result.

COVID-19 NOT 
DETECTED

*A close contact, as 
assessed by Public Health, 

is anyone who has had 
contact for >15 mins <2m  

distance from a case                                 
OR                              

anyone who shares 
accomodation with a case 

OR                             
anyone who has shared a 

closed space with a case for 
longer than 2 hours 
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